
Town’s low ‘Esri index’ signals economic weaknesses
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — An 11-person committee of  
local leaders has finalized its investigation into 
Siler City’s economic obstructions and will pro-
pose a development strategy to the town’s board 
of  commissioners.

The group hopes to redirect Siler City’s eco-

nomic trajectory and reestablish the town as a 
leading destination in Chatham County.

The Siler City Economic Development Strate-
gic Five-year Plan Steering Committee includes 
members such as Siler City Commissioner Lewis 
Fadely, Economic Development Corporation Proj-
ect Manager Sam Rauf and Chatham Advanced 
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Chatham vaccine providers work to ensure 
vaccine equity for Hispanic residents

BY VICTORIA JOHNSON
News + Record Staff

When Chatham Hospital’s Jesus Ruiz be-
came the first person — and first Latino — 
in the county to get vaccinated on Dec. 16, 
UNC Health made its stance clear: vaccine 
equity and access would be top priority.

“It’s very important to get the coronavi-
rus vaccines,” Ruiz said in a Spanish-lan-
guage video Chatham Hospital shared on 

Facebook a week later. “In part it’s anoth-
er weapon against this virus that unfortu-
nately has devastated our community, so I 
recommend that everyone get vaccinated 
when the vaccine becomes available to all 
of  us.”

But about two and a half  months into 
its vaccination campaign, UNC’s Chatham 
clinic hasn’t quite vaccinated as many 
Latino residents in Chatham as staff had 
hoped — and neither have some other 

Chatham-based vaccine providers, who 
have also made equity a key piece of  their 
vaccination campaigns. 

According to North Carolina’s vac-
cination dashboard, just over 3% of all 
Chatham residents who received their first 
vaccine doses identified as Hispanic as of  
March 2, and not all received their shots 
inside Chatham. Statewide, about 2.64% of  

News + 
Record leads 
division with 

28 awards
CN+R Staff Report

The Chatham News + 
Record captured a record-set-

ting 28 news 
awards 
Friday at the 
N.C. Press 
Association’s 
annual news 
and editori-
al contest, 
winning 
more prizes 
than any 
newspaper in 
its division 
and earning 
prestigious 
“general 
excellence” 
recogni-
tion in the 
contest’s two 

major overall categories.
The newspaper won 14 first-

place news awards, along with 
eight second-place and six 
third-place prizes. Only two 
newspapers in the state had 
as many first-place finishes.

Reporter and Web Editor 
Hannah McClellan won six 
individual writing awards, 
former Sports Editor Chapel 
Fowler won five, while Pho-
tographer Kim Hawks and 
Publisher/Editor Bill Horner 
III won three awards each.

In all, 10 current and 
former members of  the 
CN+R news team — along 
with graphic designer Jason 
Justice, who won first place 
in a separate contest for best 
ad design — were recognized 
with individual awards at the 
ceremony, which was held 
virtually as a part of  the NC-
PA’s annual meeting.

The News + Record also 
won a number of  staff awards, 
including first-place recogni-
tion for Best Use of  Social Me-
dia for its work on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram, and 
Best Email Newsletter (for the 

‘MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE’

See VACCINE, page A6

See AWARDS, page A3

Fowler

McClellan

Local geekchicfashion business opens 
Pittsboro studio after substantial growth 

‘I’M EXCITED ABOUT WHAT IS TO COME’

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Following the killing of  
George Floyd by Minneapolis police officers 
last summer, Lysandra Weber opened Insta-
gram and saw a flood of black squares.

It was “Blackout Tuesday,” an ini-
tial effort to pause business as usual 
in response to police brutality protests 
which went viral, and morphed into the 
incessant posting of  black boxes across 
social media platforms.

Weber, a Black business owner of  
handmade clothing line geekchicfash-
ion, thought to herself: “Posting a black 
square does not support my business.”

She decided to post about it.
“I woke up to scroll through social 

media only to be bombarded with tiny 
black squares. That doesn’t show me 
solidarity. It doesn’t show me support,” 
she posted from her Instagram account 
(@geekchicclothing) on June 2. “It’s lit-
erally the void. The absence of  anything 
of  meaning. I’m just one person and this 
is just my opinion (shared by some other 
black influencers like @chefroble and @
moemotivate), but white people have to 
do more than a square.”

Her post quickly garnered shares and 
attention; she gained thousands of  follow-
ers, contributing to a 400% increase in her 
social media following over the last year.

“The awareness around that really 
drove a lot of  growth for my business,” 
Weber said. “And it’s horrible — it’s like a 

weird double-edged sword, a horrible way 
to lead to really good business growth. 
But people are becoming more aware of  
supporting Black-owned businesses.”

Weber launched geekchicfashion six 
years ago — a name meant to reclaim 
and embrace the term “geek” — after 
growing frustrated with the lack of  

comfortable and fashionable clothing op-
tions, particularly for women working in 
STEM. She sold her handmade clothing 
lines primarily at pop-up markets across 
the Triangle, all the while working out of  
her home studio in Pittsboro. When the 

See GEEKCHICFASHION, page A11

State board: 
Postpone 
municipal 
elections

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

RALEIGH — State 
Board of  Elections Ex-
ecutive Director Karen 
Brinson Bell recommend-
ed the General Assembly 
take action to delay the 
state’s 2021 municipal 
elections in a presentation 
before the Election Law 
and Campaign Finance 
Reform Committee last 
week. 

Bell asked the 21-person 
standing committee of  the 
N.C. House of  Representa-
tives to consider a one-
year postponement last 
Wednesday, affording the 
state and county boards 
of  election time to adjust 
“because of  the delay in 
the census data.” 

Census results are 
instrumental in decennial 
state and municipal redis-
tricting processes, which 
are scheduled to occur 
this year, and must by 
law precede the election 
season if  a town’s demo-
graphics have changed 
substantially in the previ-
ous 10 years.   

“Redistricting is, as 
most folks are aware, the 

See ELECTIONS, page A11

Committee proposes strategy 
to help Siler City rebuild

See REBUILD, page A3

Spring Chicken Festival to resume 
in 2021 — maybe virtually
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The Spring Chicken Festival is com-
ing back, but this year’s iteration won’t look like 2019’s.

Two years ago, the town launched its “first 
annual” Spring Chicken Festival in partnership 
with Mountaire, the event’s primary sponsor. It re-
hashed a bygone tradition — the yearly chicken fes-
tival which had died almost 20 years earlier when 
Siler City’s poultry industry began its collapse.

After Mountaire began operations in 2019 at the 
old Townsend facility, the town revived its fallen 
festival with resounding success: 5,000 people 
flooded downtown’s streets to enjoy the food trucks 
and entertainment and to peruse the many vendors 
featuring arts and crafts, gift items and more. Other 

CN+R file photo

2019’s Spring Chicken Festival, pictured here, 
drew 5,000 attendees. In contrast, 2021’s 
iteration may be virtual.See FESTIVAL, page A12

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Lysandra Weber stands at her cutting table in her recently purchased studio 
in downtown Pittsboro. Weber is the founder and owner of geekchicfashion, a 
clothing store featuring modern, comfortable and handmade designs.
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
Events are subject to 
change based on closures 
related to the corona-
virus pandemic. Verify 
with organizers prior to 
events.

• The Friends of the 
Chatham Community 
Library has cancelled its 
Spring Book Sale, due to 
the continued lockdown 
of  government offices 
and businesses, ordered 
by federal, state, and 
local government. More 
information can be found 
on the website: friendsc-
cl.org. 
• Chatham County 
Council on Aging: Both 
centers are closed at this 
time until further notice. 
If  you need to pick up 
supplies, call the Siler 
City or Pittsboro location 
or check our website at 
chathamcoa.org. 

ON THE AGENDA
• The Chatham County 
Board of Education 
will meet at 5:30 p.m. 
on Monday, March 8, at 
Horton Middle School in 
Pittsboro.
• The Pittsboro Board of 
Commissioners will meet 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, 
March 8, via Zoom.

THURSDAY 
• The Pittsboro Farm-
ers Market is open with 
seasonable items year-
round from 3 to 6 p.m. on 
Thursdays. It is located at 
287 East St., Pittsboro.
• St. Bartholomew’s Epis-
copal Church provides a 
healthy, meal at no cost 
to those who come to 
us hungry at noon on 
Thursdays. We provide a 
place of  hospitality and 
fellowship for everyone. 
All are welcome, regard-
less of  race, sex, age, 
national origin, religious 
preference, handicap, or 
income.

UPCOMING: 
• Chatham Community 
Library is offering free 
classes on Facebook, Mi-
crosoft Word, and Google 
Apps in March.  While 
the library is closed, all 
classes will be offered 
online.  Class descrip-
tions and a registration 
link can be found at 
www.chathamnc.org/
ComputerClasses, Intro 
to Facebook: March 9, 
Tuesday, 3 pm; Microsoft 
Word: Beyond Basics:  
March 17, Wednesday, 
3 pm; and Google Apps:  
March 24, Wednesday, 
3  pm
• Residents are invit-
ed to join the Chatham 
Community Library for a 

virtual program with 
Michael Frank of  the 
Museum of  Bad Art 
(MOBA) as he presents 
“Tough Times — Having 
a Bad Day to Dystopian 
Apocalypse” on Sat-
urday, March 13, from 
1 to 2 p.m. Individuals 
interested in participat-
ing in the program may 
contact Library Branch 
Manager Rita Van 
Duinen at rita.vanduin-
en@chathamlibraries.
org for virtual meeting 
instructions and link. 
This program is free, 
open to the public and is 
made possible with the 
support of  the Friends 
of  the Chatham Com-
munity Library.
• The Chatham Historical 
Museum is open Wednes-
day, Thursday, and Fri-
day from 11 a.m. until 4 
p.m. Masks required and 
groups will be distanced. 
Adult and kid friendly; 
no admission fee. Our 
current special exhibit 
is vintage toys. Don’t 
miss it! Our permanent 
exhibits cover all aspects 
of  Chatham’s unique 
history. The Museum is 
located in the historic 
Chatham County Court-
house in the circle. More 
info: https://chathamhis-
tory.org
• Second Bloom of Cha-
tham Thrift Shop is now 

located at Chatham 
Commons, at 630 E. St., 
Pittsboro, in the Food 
Lion shopping center. We 
will be accepting dona-
tions when we reopen. 
Our hours are Tuesday 
through Saturday, 10 
a.m. until 4 p.m. All 
proceeds provide support 
for survivors of  domes-
tic violence and sexual 
assault and promote 
community education 
in collaboration with 
Chatham County.. 
• With COVID-19 sweep-
ing the country, artists’ 
livelihoods are being 
challenged like never 
before. The Chatham 
Arts Council has put 
together a relief  effort 
specifically for artists 
and arts-workers called 
CAARE: Chatham Artist 
and Arts-Worker Relief 
Effort. For more infor-
mation on CAARE, or 
to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.
• JMArts hosted a 
JMACoronaConcert 
via Twitter featuring 
performances submit-
ted by JM students and 
faculty. Concerts can be 
viewed on its Twitter 
account @JMArts and 
by using the hashtags 
#JMACoronaConcert 
performances and 
#JMACoronaConcert 
program.

• Foster and/or adoptive 
information: Give chil-
dren a safe place to grow. 
Interested in becoming a 
Foster and/or Adoptive 
parent? Call 919-642-6956 
to learn more.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous — North Carolina 
District 33, call the Help 
Line at 866-640-0180 for 
the meeting schedule for 
this area.
• Motorcycle Associa-
tion — The Motorcycle 
Association for Chatham, 
Western Wake, Lee, Or-
ange and Alamance coun-
ties meets in Pittsboro 
and is open to all riders. 
For information, call 
919-392-3939 or visit www.
chathamCBA.com.
• Narcotics Anonymous 
— For drug problems 
in the family, Narcotics 
Anonymous helps. Call 
1-800-721-8225 for listing 
of  local meetings.
• Al-Anon Meeting 

— Pittsboro Serenity 
Seekers Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at 7 p.m. 
Mondays at Chatham 
Community Church, in 
the lower level of  Cha-
tham Mill, Pittsboro.
• Scout News 
• Boy Scout Troop 93 
in Pittsboro meets 7 
p.m. Wednesdays at the 
Harold Boone Scout Park 
on Hwy 64W, just past 
CCCC. Open to boys, 
ages 11-17. Visit www.
bstroop93.org for more 
information.  
• Pack 924 of  Siler City 
First U.M.C. meets on 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m Tues-
days for boys, grades 1 
through 5. Come join the 
Cub Scouts.  
• Pack 900 in Bear Creek 
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays 
at Meroney’s U.M.C., 
following the school 
calendar. See http://
pack900.com for more 
information.
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Stalking my elusive 
COVID-19 shot

BY KIM HAWKS
News + Record Staff

I’ve been on a roller 
coaster lately, chasing 
a COVID-19 vaccination 
starting from here on 
Hawks Nest, my property 
in Chatham County.

I started by trying to 
register for a shot at ev-
ery location I could find 
within a two-hour drive, 
including providers in Al-
amance, Durham, Wake, 
Lee, Moore, Orange and 
Sampson counties. Twice 
a day, I’d call my list of  
clinics — first, at 8 a.m., 
then again around 4 p.m. 
— in an attempt to get on 
someone’s list.

A month passed. Noth-
ing.

Friends called to say 
they were contacted to 
get their first dose, but 
otherwise my phone 
didn’t ring. Over time 
the daily anticipation, 
followed by the let-down, 
wore on me. Work — 
going out in the public 
to take photos for the 
News + Record — was 
difficult to consider until 
I received a vaccination. 
I always masked-up and 
gloved-up, but given my 
own personal health jour-
neys, I knew I wouldn’t 
feel safe until I got my 
shot.

Then my phone began 
to ring, and in short or-
der I received three calls 
informing me it was my 
turn for a first dose: from 
Piedmont Health in Siler 
City, from the Chatham 
County Public Health 
Department and from 
Walgreens Pharmacy in 
Carrboro. 

The floodgates opened 
and the tide turned in my 
favor. 

On a cold, rainy day, I 
drove up to the first small 
tent at the Ag Center in 

Pittsboro and was greet-
ed and checked in by 
two smiling, bundled-up 
women. They could see 
anticipation and relief  
in my eyes. In the safety 
of  my car, I went to the 
next station where they 
confirmed I was in the 
system.

The volunteers were 
so cheerful — you’d have 
thought it was a warm, 
spring day instead of  
a wet, blustery winter 
morning.

At the next tent, it was 
time to roll up my sleeve. 
My nurse greeted me 
with a smile and asked if  
I was ready.

“Yes!” I said. “And are 
selfies allowed?”

She smiled and said, 
“Yes, and I’ll make sure 
to move my left arm away 
once I insert the nee-
dle so you can take the 
picture.”

And just like that, it 
was over. 

At the next check 
point, I got my 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Record Card with the 
lot number, name of  the 
vaccine, the date and 
where I got the shot. On 

the back of  the card, a 
time, date and location 
was assigned for my 
second dose. Then to the 
final check point, where 
I parked for 20 minutes 
to make sure I suffered 
no adverse effects from 
the vaccine. (Thank 
you, volunteers!)

Today, I feel protected 
from the coronavirus, but 
I could unintentionally 
become a COVID-carrier 
for someone who has 
not been vaccinated. It 
brings up a different set 
of  ethical concerns and 
responsibilities. My so-
cial behavior will remain 
the same as it was before 
I got a shot: I’ll continue 
to wear a mask and social 
distance. I’ll order gro-
ceries and other supplies 
online for curbside pick-
up and isolate as much as 
possible.

But I’ll also be more at 
ease with my camera in 
my hands, out taking pic-
tures of  the people and 
places I love in Chatham 
County.

Kim Hawks is a part-time 
photographer for the 
News + Record.

IN SEARCH OF A VACCINE

In this self-portrait photo, CN+R photographer 
Kim Hawks receives her COVID-19 vaccination.
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second consecutive year) 
for the Chatham Brew, a 
free thrice-weekly email 
newsletter with a weekly 
reach of  more than 8,000 
readers.

The newspaper also 
won second place for Best 
Community Coverage, a 
measure of  overall cov-
erage of  the goings-on in 
the market it serves.

In addition, the News 
+ Record’s website 
(chathamnewsrecord.
com) won the first prize 
in the coveted “General 
Excellence for Websites” 
competition in the small 
community newspaper 
division.

“Winning more awards 
than any other newspa-
per in our division, and 
becoming one of  the 
most-recognized newspa-
pers in all of  North Caro-
lina, is a testament to the 
commitment our team 
has to Chatham County 
and community journal-
ism,” Horner said. “It’s 
extremely gratifying. I’m 
so proud of  our team, 

especially our first-time 
award-winners. North 
Carolina’s annual news 
and editorial contest is 
known for being among 
the most vigorously 
contested in the country, 
and these results show 
that what we’re giving 
our readers — in print, 
online and through our 
other digital platforms — 
is recognized within the 
industry as outstanding 
work.”

Across seven divisions 
among all the state’s 
papers, only the Wilm-
ington Star-News, the 
Raleigh News & Observer 
and the Winston-Salem 
Journal — each of  which 
serves a metropolitcan 
market — won more 
awards. And only the 
Star-News (17) and the 
News & Observer (15) 
won as many first-place 
news awards as the News 
+ Record’s 14.

The News + Record 
took second place in the 
overall “General Excel-
lence” category, finish-
ing as runner-up to the 
perennial winner in the 
small community news-
paper division, The State 

Port Pilot, which won 24 
news awards.

Hannah McClellan

McClellan’s two first-
place writing awards 
were in the Education 
Reporting and Election/
Political Reporting cate-
gories. She won second 
place for her contest 
entries in General News 
Reporting and for Ledes 
— newspaper terminol-
ogy for “leads,” or the 
opening paragraphs in 
stories — and third place 
for City/County/Gov-
ernment Reporting. She 
also placed third-place in 
the Education Reporting 
category, which meant 
she took two of  the three 
places in that contest.

“It’s remarkable for a 
new reporter to win six 
awards,” Horner said of  
McClellan, a 2020 gradu-
ate of  UNC-Chapel Hill. 
“It’s even more remark-
able when you realize 
Hannah didn’t start with 
us until last June. The 
contest year runs Octo-
ber through September, 
so she had less than half  
a year’s worth of  work 

to enter, compared to a 
full year for most of  her 
competition. Hannah 
continues to do incredible 
work for us, and some 
of  the stories and series 
she’s working on now 
will definitely be candi-
dates for awards this time 
next year.” 

Chapel Fowler

Fowler, who recently 
left the News + Record to 
take a position with the 
Fayetteville Observer, 
won first place for Sports 
Feature Writing and 
Sports Ledes, second and 
third places for Sports 
Enterprise Reporting 
and third place for Sports 
News Reporting.

Judges noted Fowler’s 
writing skill.

“The memorable 
post-season run lede 
made me want to read 
on about the basketball 
team’s turnaround,” one 
judge wrote. “The story 
lede on the death of  a 
football coaching legend 
[Phil Senter] was the 
best, making you want to 
read about ‘the 6-foot-4 
giant,’ with the ‘steady 
hand’ and the ‘penchant 
for the counter right 
run.’”

“Chapel is one of  the 
most naturally-gifted 
writers I’ve worked with 
in 40 years of  newspaper-
ing,” Horner said. “Had 
he been with us for a full 
year he would have won 
10 awards, I’m sure. He 
took our sports pages 
to another level and the 
recognition was well-de-
served.”

Kim Hawks

Hawks, a part-time pho-
tographer for the news-

paper, 
won first 
place for 
General 
News 
Photog-
raphy 
and 
Feature 
Photog-

raphy and third place for 
Spot News Photography.

The judge for the 
Feature Photography cat-
egory noted that Hawks’ 
work told “a personal 
story.”

“(This category) was 
hard to judge, but the im-
pact of this photo earned 
first place,” the judge 
wrote.

“We’re fortunate to 
have Kim working with 
us,” Horner said. “She’s 
an experienced photog-
rapher, but shooting for 
newspapers is new to her. 
Winning two first-place 
prizes means that she’s 
now among the best of  
the best.”

Bill Horner III

Horner won two first-
place awards, capturing 

top 
honors 
in both 
of  the 
contest’s 
column 
writing 
cate-
gories: 
Serious 

Columns and Lighter Col-
umns. In feedback from 
the judges, the judge of  
the Serious Columns cat-
egory said his work was 
“very personal, emotional 
and relatable.” The judge 
of  the Lighter Columns 
category said, “I like this 
columnist’s choice of  
subject matter that many 
of his readers can relate 
to. His creative thoughts 
and easygoing style make 
for great reading.”

Horner also won second 
place for Business Writing 
for his story about Cha-
tham County’s residen-
tial real estate market, 
finishing runner up to 
staffers Victoria Johnson 
and Olivia Rojas.

Victoria Johnson

Johnson, who leads 
the CN+R’s La Voz de 
Chatham project, also 
won two first-place 
awards. She teamed with 
news intern Rojas in the 
Business Writing catego-
ry for a story about the 
Small Business Adminis-
tration’s Payroll Protec-
tion Program, and took 
top honors in Religion 
& Faith Reporting for a 
story she wrote entitled, 
“Chatham’s Hispan-
ic churches maintain 
community, support 
congregations despite 
COVID-19.”

The judge in that cate-
gory called that story “an 
informative piece, very 
well written, intimate 
interviews, excellent 
quotes. Well done.”

“Our La Voz project is 
an important part of  our 
work,” Horner said. “The 
impact of  Victoria’s work 
is growing and making 
a difference in Chatham 
County.”

La Voz de Chatham is 
the newspaper’s project 
devoted to coverage of  
COVID-19 and other issues 
in the county’s Latinx 
community. Originally 
funded with a grant from 
Facebook, the project is 
funded now with support 
from Chatham Hospital.

Jason Justice

Long-time News + 
Record designer Jason 
Justice won the news-
paper’s sole advertising 
award, capturing first 

place for best Retail Ad 
in a Niche Publication for 
an ad he designed for the 
newspaper’s Chatham 
Life magazine.

Other winners

Former Reporter Zach-
ary Horner, who now 
works for the Chatham 
County Public Health 
Department, and former 
intern Adrianne Cleven 
won second place for 
Best Multimedia Project 
with their ground-break-
ing “Chatcast” podcast. 
The podcast, which 
featured 10 installments, 
addressed the subject 
of  teen mental health in 
Chatham County.

The judge for this cate-
gory wrote: “An important 
project, pulled together 
in a format more likely 
to reach the audience 
that might most benefit. 
Excellent job finding kids 
to open up in a format that 
will reach many groups.”

The podcast series can 
be heard at https://www.
chathamnewsrecord.
com/chatcast/.

Reporter D. Lars 
Dolder, who had been 
working for the newspa-
per as a stringer before 
the contest deadline, won 
third place for Election/
Political Reporting for his 
profile of  the candidates 
in the N.C. House Dist. 
54 race last September. 
He joined the newspaper 
full-time in October.

“Lars is our newest 
staff member and our 
only full-time reporter 
without a journalism 
degree,” Horner said, “but 
his innate ability to find 
stories and write in a com-
pelling way is so valuable 
to us. He’ll be a regular in 
the awards column by this 
time next year.”

Former photographer 
David Bradley won a 
writing award, capturing 
second place in Religion 
& Faith Reporting for 
a story about a retiring 
Chapel Hill pastor from 
Chatham County.

The paper’s 28 awards 
this year are a single-year 
record for the former Cha-
tham News and Chatham 
Record, which until 2018 
was owned by the Resch 
family. The “new” News + 
Record won 18 awards in 
the NCPA’s 2019 contest, 
including third-place 
in General Excellence, 
in the newspaper’s first 
year under the owner-
ship of  Chatham Media 
Group LLC, a partnership 
between Horner and Cha-
tham County developers 
Kirk Bradley and Chris 
Ehrenfeld.

Links to the award-win-
ning stories can be found 
on the online edition of  
this article.

Hawks

Horner

AWARDS
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Manufacturing (CAM) megasite 
owner Tim Booras. Advisors 
are Ann Bass and Bruce Nae-
gelen, economic developers 
from the North Carolina Main 
Street & Rural Planning Center; 
MS&RP is a subset of  the N.C. 
Dept. of  Commerce. Town 
Planner Jack Meadows presides 
over the group’s meetings.

The group has met remotely 
for the last several months 
after a brief  hiatus follow-
ing the pandemic’s onset. Its 
original goal was to evaluate 
Siler City’s economic needs 
and develop a short-term plan 
of  corrective action, but was 
revised to include plans for 
“coming out of  the pandemic” 
with a stronger local economy 
and better poised for long-
term growth and development, 
according to Bass.

“(We looked) at a lot of  data 
on the general structure of  
the economy,” she said, “with 
the idea that we were looking 
toward building back in a more 
resilient kind of  way.”

Resilience, Bass said, means 
the town will not suffer critical 
setbacks when future econom-
ic disruptions strike. And when 
they do come, the town “would 
recover more quickly” than it 
has in the past.

But hedging Siler City 
against future economic dips 
is only the first step in a more 
comprehensive plan for town 

improvement. Committee mem-
bers hope to establish Siler City 
as a leading destination in Cha-
tham County for new residents 
and prospective businesses.

To do that, town leaders — 
including Meadows, the Siler 
City board of  commissioners 
and Town Manager Roy Lynch 
— along with local groups such 
as the EDC, must find ways to 
incentivize new commerce and 
address “retail leakage.”

Retail leakage is “a statisti-
cal tool to help understand the 
retail dynamics in a certain 
geography,” an MS&RP report 
says. It “identifies gaps in the 
retail market where demand 
for retail goods and services in 
a specific category is not being 
satisfied by the existing retail 
businesses in that geography.”

As a result, Siler City residents 
are forced to spend their money 
elsewhere, outside the town and 
the county, propagating a cycle 
of local economic decline.

“It gives an idea of how much 
money we’re losing by people go-
ing somewhere else to purchase 
a good or service or whatever,” 

Bass said. “That then helps us 
to identify some opportunities 
for some new businesses or 
business expansions.”

The problem has worsened 
in recent years, especially as 
more residents leave town for 
employment.

In 2017, Siler City residents 
spent about $80 million outside 
of  town on retail goods plus 
food and drink; those numbers 
have risen incrementally since. 

“What I noticed is that there 
was sort of  an increase in leak-
age over the past two or three 
years,” Naegelen said in a pre-
vious committee meeting. Last 
year’s figures showed a retail 
gap in excess of  $81 million.

That money is spent beyond 
Siler City’s borders is not the 
only reason for the town’s eco-
nomic doldrums. Its residents 
don’t have much money to spend 
compared to their neighbors in 
eastern Chatham County.

According to the Esri wealth 
index, Bass’ “new favorite 
statistic,” Siler City rates 
poorly next to surrounding 
micro-economies. The metric 

“captures both income and the 
accumulation of  substantial 
wealth or the abundance of  
possessions and resources in 
its identification of  the wealth-
iest areas in the country,” 
according to a MS&RP report.

“It gives an idea of  where the 
community fares,” Bass said.

Average wealth nationwide 
is represented on the Esri 
index as a 100; bigger numbers 
suggest greater-than-normal 
wealth and lower numbers 
indicate degrees of  poverty.

Siler City was scored a 68.
“We all know about our pov-

erty rates,” Bass said, “so there 
is definitely some work to be 
done on increasing the wealth 
of  the individuals,  and, of  
course, we know that when a 
family has enough money to be 
able to meet their basic needs 
in times of  disruption, that 
makes it a lot easier for them 
to weather the storm, which 
means there aren’t strains on 
the rest of  the system as well.”  

To many members of  the 
committee, Siler City’s poor 
showing on the Esri wealth in-
dex compared to other county 
locations proves what they’ve 
already known for years — 
Chatham has severe economic 
disparity and should not be 
evaluated as a single unit. 

Taken as a whole, Chatham 
County gets about a 103 on 
the Esri index, Bass said. The 
number is skewed by pockets 
of  above-average wealth in the 
county’s western communities, 
and therefore misrepresents the 
fiscal standing of  Chatham’s 

many low-income towns.
For years, a variety of  

circumstances have prevented 
Siler City from enhancing its 
attraction to developers and 
business owners even while 
eastern Chatham, notably 
Pittsboro and northern com-
munities that abut Orange 
county, have flourished. In 
part, Siler City leaders have 
struggled to secure funding 
and support for revitalization 
measures because of  North 
Carolina’s Tier system, which 
evaluates counties’ aggregate 
economic metrics without 
much regard for intra-county 
economic differences.

Calls to change the system 
have gone mostly unheard, but 
now, MS&RP’s investigation 
proves that N.C.’s Tier system 
hurts towns like Siler City and 
should be amended or aban-
doned, according to committee 
members such as Booras.

“We’re going to use this 
report to try to change the Tier 
system,” he said.

First, the committee must 
solicit commissioner approv-
al, something it hopes to do 
this month. But Naegelen was 
pleased to hear of  the group’s 
ambitious plans.

“Don’t think small,” he said. 
“Think big — even if  you don’t 
make it to that mark, you’re 
going to get a larger result 
anyway.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be 
reached at dldolder@cha-
thamnr.com and on Twitter @
dldolder.
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‘We all know about our poverty rates so there is 
definitely some work to be done on increasing 
the wealth of the individuals,  and, of course, 
we know that when a family has enough money 
to be able to meet their basic needs in times of 
disruption, that makes it a lot easier for them 
to weather the storm, which means there aren’t 
strains on the rest of the system as well.’

ANN BASS, economic developer from the North Carolina Main 
Street & Rural Planning Center

Announcing: 
 

TAI CHI FOR ARTHRITIS 
 

Mondays and Thursdays from 3—4 pm 
 Starting March 22, 2021  

  
Register at: https://chathamcouncilonaging.org/coa-virtual-activities/ 

 

 Improve movement, balance, strength, flexibility, and 
relaxation. Decrease pain and falls.  

 
 

Contact Liz Lahti for more information: 
liz.lahti@chathamcoa.org  or  919.542.4512 ext 228 

 



Facing the COVID death count
It is almost spring. The signs 

are all around us. Nature is 
greening 
again. The 
chorus of  
birds has 
returned to 
the trees. The 
days grow 
longer, and 
just yester-
day I saw my 
first daffodil 
offer its yel-
low smile.

For Christians, this is the li-
turgical season of  Lent, a word 
derived from Old English that 
originally referred to spring. 
The paradox is, despite the 
signs of  new life in nature that 
are all around us, Christians 
have traditionally used Lent as 
a time to focus on death.

Lent begins on Ash Wednes-
day when worshippers receive 
the mark of  the cross in ash on 
their foreheads. This is to re-
mind us not only of  the univer-
sal truth of  mortality but also 
that it is personal. Everyone is 
mortal. I will die. Remember-
ing my mortality can make me 
thankful for life today.

Even if  they have never 
heard of  ashes, people of  differ-
ent faiths may still be familiar 
with the popular Christian 
practice of  “giving something 
up” during Lent. Maybe choco-
late, wine or reality TV shows. 
This Lent, my 8-year-old son 

wanted our family to give up 
eating meat. The point again 
relates to raising awareness. 
Giving something up can result 
in gratitude for what we have. 

In addition to going vegetar-
ian, I have added something I 
consider to be a spiritual prac-
tice. Every day I learn the story 
of  a fellow North Carolinian 
who has died of  COVID-19.

Over the past few days, I’ve 
read of Tar Heel state natives 
who traveled the globe and oth-
ers who were born and died in 
the same county. I’ve read about 
decorated war heroes and ac-
complished professionals. Politi-
cians, factory workers, preach-
ers and teachers. Mountain 
mamas and country gentlemen. 
Folks who had lived through the 
Great Depression, Jim Crow and 
9/11. An immigrant who became 
a sheriff’s deputy. A survivor 
of Hodgkin’s lymphoma who 
became a nurse.

Loved ones remembered their 
deceased with stories: He had 
witnessed the explosion of the 
first atomic bomb. She loved 
Cajun cooking, especially jam-
balaya. Another remembered 
her as “a fighter” and him as a 
“bright presence.” A son said his 
dad had never met a stranger, 
and even his bank teller cried at 
the news of his death.

These are just a few of  the 
more than 11,000 dead from 
COVID-19 in North Carolina 
who are part of  500,000 people 

in this country alone linked 
by cause of  death. I cannot 
imagine 500,000 of  anything, let 
alone the magnitude of  such 
suffering and loss.

But these stories give life to 
the statistics. Stories inspire 
the living.

Despite the vastly different 
life experiences of  their loved 
ones, I’ve noticed a common 
theme: Many relatives and 
friends wish to carry on the 
legacy of  the person who died. 
Time and time again, people 
shared that they wanted to be 
as good a provider or as good a 
parent. To be as kind and loyal, 
generous and loving. 

Receiving the cross on my 
forehead this Ash Wednesday 
was particularly poignant. This 
Lent has been marked by death 
as never before in my lifetime. 
Though I have not lost a loved 
one to the coronavirus, my 
daily Lenten practice has put 
faces on the death count. Not 
everyone believes the Christian 
claim that life springs from 
death. But I think we can agree 
that the memory of  the dead 
can inspire the living.

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is 
the pastor of  Chapel in the 
Pines Presbyterian Church 
and author of  Gently Between 
the Words: Essays and Poems. 
He is currently working from 
home with his wife and three 
children.

I want Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 vaccine
Johnson & Johnson’s 

single-shot COVID-19 vaccine 
arrives in 
North Caroli-
na this week, 
and some 
experts fear 
the public 
will reject it.

The prob-
lem is J&J’s 
efficacy rate. 
Compared 
to Pfizer and 
Moderna 

shots — coming in at 95% and 
94% efficacy, respectively — 
Johnson & Johnson achieved a 
pedestrian 72% in its U.S. trials 
(66% worldwide).

But Pfizer and Moderna’s 
vaccine efficacy rates were 
unprecedented. Before any 
clinical trials concluded, the 
FDA hinted it would authorize 
emergency use for safe vac-
cines that achieved at least 50% 
efficacy. As vaccines go, that 
wouldn’t have been so bad.

For example, the polio vac-
cine — a game changer when it 
came out in 1955 — prevented 
polio in 60-70% of  recipients. In 
80-90%, it staved off paralytic 
polio. More doses improved 
those figures, though, hence 
the reason for our four polio 
shots within the first four 
years we’re alive.

The chickenpox vaccine, too, 
isn’t full-proof. It has a one-

shot efficacy rate of  82%. 
In the greater context of  vac-

cine development, then, John-
son & Johnson’s COVID-19 
vaccine holds its own. But 
we’ve been spoiled. Pfizer and 
Moderna set ostensibly insur-
mountable benchmarks — why 
settle for anything else? 

That reasoning has al-
ready provoked a movement 
in Europe where another 
“lesser” vaccine — Oxford-As-
traZeneca’s 66-81% efficacy 
rate contender — rolled out 
early last month. The medical 
community in particular has 
decried government priority 
standards which reserve Pfizer 
and Moderna vaccines for 
other population groups.

“Medical staff need the most 
effective vaccine,” Jerome 
Marty, president of  a French 
doctor’s union, said in an 
interview with The Wall Street 
Journal. And Forbes reported 
that 3,000 doctors in Italy wrote 
a letter to the Italian govern-
ment demanding that “‘private 
doctors and dentists be inocu-
lated with mRNA vaccines’ like 
those developed by Moderna 
and Pfizer and BioNTech, 
as opposed to AstraZeneca’s 
‘since there is evidence they 
are more effective.’”

Some expect the same outcry 
to erupt in the U.S. when John-
son & Johnson’s vaccine hits dis-
tribution sites this week. And it 

makes sense, right? Who wants 
72% when you can have 95%?

I do. Here’s why.
No fair comparison can be 

made between the Pfizer/Mod-
erna vaccines and Johnson & 
Johnson’s. The latter arrives 
several months deeper into this 
protean pandemic and its clini-
cal trials were conducted amid 
an especially severe strain of  
the virus.

Nirav Shah, director of  the 
Maine Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, warned in 
an interview with The Wash-
ington Post that vaccine effica-
cy rates are not an “apples to 
apples” comparison. The first 
two vaccines were tested under 
narrow circumstances. John-
son & Johnson’s clinical trial 
spanned several continents 
and included subjects exposed 
to especially deadly corona-
virus variants which had not 
emerged when the FDA autho-
rized Pfizer and Moderna for 
emergency use.

“The Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine was tested in South 
America and South Africa ...” 
Rachel Roper, a virologist at 
East Carolina University told 
The News & Observer earlier 
this week. “The Moderna and 
Pfizer (vaccines) weren’t, and 
they were tested at a time when 
those variants didn’t exist.”

Especially in South Africa, 
coronavirus variants have 

been more aggressive and 
life-threatening than previous-
ly known versions of  the dis-
ease. Apparent efficacy rates, 
then, don’t completely reflect a 
vaccine’s ability to do its job.

“Don’t get caught up, neces-
sarily, on the number game, 
because it’s a really good 
vaccine, and what we need is as 
many good vaccines as possi-
ble,” said Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, 
the U.S. government’s top 
infectious disease expert, in an 
interview with The New York 
Times. “Rather than parsing 
the difference between 94 and 
72, accept the fact that now 
you have three highly effective 
vaccines. Period.”

Besides, 72% efficacy in pre-
venting symptomatic infection 
does not mean that 28% might 
die of  COVID-19. The Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine showed 85% 
efficacy against severe forms of  
COVID-19 and 100% efficacy — 
yes, 100% — against hospitaliza-
tion and death from the virus.  

Isn’t that all that really mat-
ters? Lest anyone has forgot-
ten, we did live with sickness 
before the pandemic began. We 
didn’t shut down during cold 
and flu season, not because we 
expected to entirely avoid ill-
ness, but because the chances 
of  severe and lasting damage 
were slim.

That must be the goal with 
COVID-19. The virus proba-

bly isn’t going anywhere. But 
with effective vaccines that 
can prevent the most adverse 
consequences, normalcy might 
resume.

Johnson & Johnson’s vac-
cine can get us there. It’s the 
only one-shot option available 
in this country so far. That 
means, every shipment goes 
twice as far as corresponding 
allotments from Pfizer and 
Moderna. 

And J&J doesn’t require 
storage in frigid tempera-
tures. Pfizer’s vaccine needs 
special and expensive coolers 
to preserve potency. Moder-
na needs at least a freezer. 
Johnson & Johnson does just 
fine in a fridge — making it the 
strongest candidate for rural 
distribution.

On all counts, the Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine presents a 
propitious path toward re-
sumption of  regular life. So, 
please, if  the first vaccine you 
can get is from J&J, take it. 

I will. In fact, it’s my pre-
ferred choice. One shot instead 
of  two? A 100% record in 
preventing hospitalization and 
death? And the most robust 
clinical trials of  any vaccine so 
far? Sign me up.

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be 
reached at dldolder@cha-
thamnr.com and on Twitter @
dldolder.

Which March will we get?
One of  the better things about our location — the Piedmont 

in general, Chatham County in particular — is our location. 
I don’t mean that as double-talk or silliness 
but as a significant benefit. Namely, that if  
the mountains or the beach or both qualify 
as a favorite place for you, then you’re not all 
that far away in miles or time from either.

Add to that the fact that our location is in a 
temperate zone where — most of  the time — 
we’re neither too hot nor too cold, at least for 
extended periods of  time. And now that the 
calendar has turned to March, we can expect 
examples of  that as the spring season nears.

Every time we get to this place in the year, I’m reminded of  
several things about March — the grass is starting to grow and 
turn green, it’s usually pretty good kite-flying weather, soon the 
pollen will fly about and get behind the contacts in my eyes and 
we’ll have some warm days as well as some cool ones. For me, 
that means that wood-burning season isn’t over just yet.

It also means there’s living proof  that the old nursery 
rhyme saying about March, that it comes in like a lion or a 
lamb and goes out like the other, is on full display. And that 
always reminds me of  March 1960, when apparently a whole 
pack of  lions was on the prowl, not just for the first part but 
for most all of  the month.

In that long-ago and far-away day I was a mere child trying 
to navigate the details of  the 5th grade. That particular month 
and year played havoc with part of  that goal, however, for it 
was that month that we had snow each and every Wednesday.

In that day and age, “zoom” was what the Road Runner did 
to Wily Coyote every Saturday morning in the cartoons; “com-
puter” was the fellow who could actually compute; and there 
was still such a thing as “snow days,” meaning we were out of  
school until the roads were passable.

Today, I’m told, that since classes can be offered by “Zoom-
ing” on the computer, there will be no more snow days, even 
if  it gets as deep as an elephant’s belly. We learned this, of  
course, by being out of  school for a year this year, more or 
less, another benefit of  our friend, the coronavirus.

But in 1960? No way.
I can remember standing at the front door of  my boyhood 

home during the first snow, watching the white stuff pile up 
several inches deep. So, there went Thursday and Friday school 
days. Eventually, it would warm up enough to melt during the 
day but would then refreeze Sunday and Monday nights. 

You’ve got to remember that Chatham, with its 707 square miles, 
is a big land mass, and back then there were miles and miles of dirt 
roads in our county. So maybe — maybe — we’d go to school Tues-
day, maybe, but come that night and Wednesday morning, Ol’ Man 
Winter would come calling again. And the process was repeated.

Again ... and again.
That month, as best as I can remember from the dusty pages of  

antiquity, we went to school maybe six or seven days, including a 
Saturday or two, which was a bummer since it made me miss the 
Road Runner and his zooming. Eventually, the state Department 
of Public Instruction simply forgave some of the missed days. 
(Maybe that’s why I struggle today with some things.)

Bad — or good, depending on your point of  view — as those 
days were, however, they can’t and don’t compare with what 
those storm systems and some others did to places in the west-
ern part of  our state.

In Boone, during late February and well into March, seven 
feet of  snow fell. In Watauga County, some snow drifts were 
more than 10 feet high, blocking roads for days. Nearby areas 
reported the same conditions with Ashe County reporting 
snowdrifts 20 feet high. In some places in the mountains, snow 
covered the ground well into May.

So what are we in for this year? Stay tuned.
With a record like that one, though, it’s no wonder the riddle I 

asked one of my older granddaughters the other day makes sense.
“Why is the calendar tired on April 1?” I asked her.
She offered few guesses, finally giving up.
“Because,” I told her, “it just finished a March of  31 days.”

Bob Wachs is a native of  Chatham County and retired long-
time managing editor of  the Chatham News/Chatham Record, 
having written a weekly column for more than 30 years. During 
most of  his time with the newspapers, he was also a bi-vocation-
al pastor and today serves Bear Creek Baptist Church for the 
second time as pastor.

VIEWPOINTS

What’s on your mind?
The Chatham News + Record welcomes letters from its readers on topics of 
local and public interest, as well as thoughtful and informative guest columns.
At our discretion, we may edit letters for clarity. We reserve the right to 
refuse letters and other submissions that promote a commercial product, 
contain either libelous material, personal attacks on individuals or vulgar 
language. Consumer complaints and letters containing unverifiable factual 
claims are ineligible for publication.
Each letter must contain the writer’s full name, address and daytime 
telephone number for verification. Letters should be no more than 400 
words in length. Letter-writers are limited to two published letters per 
month. Letters selected for publication may be edited and all letters become 
property of the Chatham News + Record.
To submit a letter: Mail it to the News + Record at P.O. Box 290, Siler City, N.C. 
27344; or email to bhorner3@chathamnr.com; or drop by our office at 303 
West Raleigh Street in Siler City.
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For the People
TO THE EDITOR:

American democracy is at 
a crossroads. For democracy 
to work we need to hear every 
voice and count every vote. 
Voter suppression, extreme 
partisan gerrymandering and 
dark money in politics threat-
en our system of  government.

But we have an opportunity 
to bring about big, positive 
change to protect voting rights 
and civil rights. The For the 
People Act (H.R. 1) will help 

insure that every voter in this 
country, no matter what color 
they are, where they live, or 
how much (or little) money 
they have, will have their voice 
heard and their vote counted.

Among the improvements to 
strengthen democracy: automat-
ic voter registration; restoration 
of the protections of the Voting 
Rights Act; small donor public 
financing to empower ordinary 
Americans instead of big do-
nors; independent, nonpartisan 
commissions to form congres-
sional districts — so that no one 

party has an advantage.
The vote on the For the Peo-

ple Act (H.R. 1)  will be coming 
before the US House of  Repre-
sentatives in the next several 
days and a similar act (S.1) will 
go before the Senate soon. If  
American democracy matters 
to you, I urge you to contact 
your US Congressional Repre-
sentative (David Price or Ted 
Budd) and tell him that you 
support American democracy 
and the For the People Act.

Vickie Atkinson
Chapel Hill
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That ye be not judged
Judge Knott, that ye be not judged.
No, it’s not just a typo in a Bibli-

cal quote.
Instead, it is 

meant to be an 
insider’s signal 
to the fans of  the 
popular North 
Carolina author 
Margaret Ma-
ron, to whom 
this column is a 
tribute.

Maron died last week following 
a stroke, leaving behind a group 
of  admiring fellow authors, book-
store owners, and loyal readers.

She was best known for her 
20-book mystery series featuring 
Judge Deborah Knott and Knott’s 
extended family in rural North 
Carolina. It all began 30 years ago 
with “Bootlegger’s Daughter.” 
Set in fictional Colleton County, it 
was obviously inspired by John-
ston County, just east of  Raleigh 
where Maron grew up.

After a few years living in 
Brooklyn, where her husband Joe 
grew up, she brought him home 
where they settled on part of  her 
family’s former tobacco farm.

People sometimes ask me what is 
the best book to learn about North 
Carolina.

If  the questioners like murder 
mysteries, I tell them to try one of  
the  books in Maron’s Judge Knott 
series. Knott is a smart country 
woman lawyer who became a state 
district court judge in a typical 
North Carolina rural community. 

Deborah Knott is smart and good, 
but not perfect. She lives amongst 
a large farm family led by her 
father, Kezzie Knott, the former 
bootlegger, and his 12 children 
from two marriages, plus spouses 
and numerous grandchildren.

Having a former bootlegger as 
Judge Knott’s daddy and a few 
other mischievous kinfolks whose 
lives sometimes intersect with the 
law add spice to Maron’s stories.

Knott‘s many friends and work 
colleagues also enrich Maron’s 
books. Everybody in Colleton 
County seems to know everybody 
else. Rich and poor; Black, white 
and Hispanic; farmers and towns-
people; old and young; good and bad. 
We meet them dealing with prob-
lems of the environment, migrant 
worker issues, hurricane damage, 
political shenanigans, real estate 
development, and other challenges 
in addition to the murder mysteries 
that move every book along.

Maron used Judge Knott not only 
to solve crimes, but also to make 
her readers aware of social issues 
and other local government chal-
lenges — always giving the view-
points of society’s underdogs. At 
the same time she shared the rich 
and not always pretty family life in 
a North Carolina small town.

Every now and then, Maron 
moved the action to other North 
Carolina scenes. The furniture 
market. The Seagrove pottery 
community. Or the mountains 
and the coast. Along the way, 
Maron’s readers get a good look at 

our state and its people.
Maron brought back many of the 

same characters in book after book. 
She makes them so real and compel-
ling that some fans say they read the 
books just to keep up with the char-
acters in Deborah’s family. Most im-
portant in recent books was a deputy 
sheriff named Dwight Bryant. First, 
he was just one of many characters. 
He worked his way up to boyfriend, 
then fiancée, and then husband. Ma-
ron stretched out that courtship over 
several books, reminding this reader 
of the courtship of Father Tim and 
Cynthia in the Mitford series of  
books written by another popular 
North Carolina author, Jan Karon.

Maron’s cousin and neighbor, 
former state poet laureate Shelby 
Stephenson, responded in poetry 
to my request for his thoughts 
about Margaret and her beloved 
husband Joe, a great artist who 
became a popular fixture on his 
wife’s family’s farmland.

Stephenson wrote, “And...
Margaret…Brown…Maron. You 
know…Joe…Is a fine artist, paint-
er, mainly, …From…Brooklyn. 
What visits…Just to listen.”

Like Shelby Stephenson, we 
will remember Margaret Maron 
and promise her we will not forget 
to “Judge Knott.”

D.G. Martin hosts “North Carolina 
Bookwatch,” at 11 a.m. Sundays 
and 5 p.m. Tuesdays on UNC-TV. 
The program also airs on the 
North Carolina Channel at 8 p.m. 
Tuesdays and other times.

A change of schools led to a change in attitude
I received a letter a couple 

of  weeks ago announcing the 
death of  
author and 
educator R.C. 
Smith at age 
93. His wid-
ow, Kathryn, 
wrote to tell 
me he died 
peacefully, 
with family 
by his side; 
a virtual 
servce was 

held last Sunday.
R.C. authored two books of  

note during his career. In 1996 
he published “A Case About 
Amy,” which told the story of  
one family’s fight for the rights 
of  their disabled child. This 
story struck a chord with me 
since my sister is handicapped, 
but it’s also book I recommend 
for anyone who has a child in 
the public school system.

Back when he was known 
as Bob Smith, he published 
“They Closed Their Schools” 
(1965, UNC Press; reprinted to 
benefit the R.R. Moton Muse-

um, 1996). The book chronicled 
the history of  Prince Edward 
County, Virginia, after the 
Brown vs. Board of  Education 
Supreme Court decision called 
for the desegregation of  public 
schools. That county made the 
decision to defund its public 
school system rather than inte-
grate, and R.C. reported on the 
consequences of  that decision 
for both its Black and its white 
populations. 

I was 8 years old when my 
family relocated to Chatham 
County from Charlotte. The 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Schools, where I had complet-
ed 1st and 2nd grades, were 
still segregated, but Chatham 
County Schools had been 
integrated for several years; I 
will never forget my 3rd grade 
class at Pittsboro Elementary 
because it was the first time I 
came face to face with Black 
children my age. To me they 
were nothing short of  aston-
ishing.

Mrs. Harwood was my 3rd 
grade teacher. She had gray 
hair pulled back in a bun so 

tight that her wrinkled, well-
scrubbed white skin seemed 
stretched along with it. She 
wore dresses like my grand-
mother’s and she let us know 
right away that good boys and 
girls sure as fire did NOT come 
from monkeys. She taught us 
that God made the Earth for us 
and that we were responsible 
for mastering it. She started 
her Master Class by making us 
memorize all the books of  the 
Bible, Old Testament and New. 
I can still rattle them off in 
order like a good boy.

She taught us there were 12 
inches in a foot, and three feet 
in a yard. We learned this by 
counting out loud the numbers 
stamped on her wooden rulers. 
If  we did not know our lessons, 
she rapped our knuckles. Mrs. 
Harwood also taught us how to 
square dance. I learned how to 
bow to my partner, allemande 
left, do si do, promenade, pass 
through, separate, and go 
home — all to the sound of  old-
timey barn dance music blar-
ing from one of  the school’s 
blue plastic record players. I 

reeled along with the rest of  
my 3rd grade class while the 
record went round and round.

Our rows of  desks were split 
down the middle with girls 
nearer the windows and boys 
nearer the door. After a few 
weeks my young mind was 
satisfied that Black boys were 
the same as me, only darker, 
but I had no way to cross the 
aisle to talk to the Black girls. 
My crafty solution was to al-
ways ask one of  the Black girls 
to be my partner for square 
dances, but no matter which 
girl I picked, Mrs. Harwood 
would have none of  it: I had 
to pick a white girl. Not that I 
disliked white girls, but I was 
used to them. Black girls were 
a mystery to be solved, so when 
it came time to partner up, 
I always ended up with sore 
knuckles.

After Pittsboro Primary 
came Horton Middle, where 
young soul brothers-to-be wore 
their hair in afros — the taller 
the better. White guys like me 
wanted to be cool like Fonzie 
on TV. We had our plastic 

combs, but every Black guy’s 
back pocket had an afro pick 
with a clenched Black Power 
fist for a handle. After Horton 
I spent a couple of  miserable 
years in a boarding school be-
fore returning home to gradu-
ate from Northwood High.

I made many friends in my 
decades away from peachy 
little Pittsboro, friends of  all 
colors, and when I see them in 
my mind, I just see everyday 
people. I believe attending an 
integrated public school taught 
me this easy attitude toward 
race relations. I like to think 
R.C. Smith would have smiled 
and nodded at my theory of  
racial harmony. 

I also like to think Mrs. Har-
wood would not have rapped 
my knuckles.

Dwayne Walls Jr. has previ-
ously written a story about his 
late father’s battle with Alzhei-
mer’s disease and a first-person 
recollection of  9/11 for the 
newspaper. Walls is the author 
of  the book “Backstage at the 
Lost Colony.” He and his wife 

Reduce health cost, 
not just price

Too many North Carolinians lack access to the 
medical services they need. One possible response, as 

we have heard incessantly for more 
than a decade, would be to expand 
Medicaid under the terms of  the 
Affordable Health Act, with most 
of  the expense to be borne by the 
(already heavily indebted) federal 
government.

It’s hardly the only possible 
response, however. Through its 
own regulations, North Carolina 
restricts the availability of  medical 
services and, as a result, inflates the 
cost of  those services. Rather than 

looking for ways to redistribute that inflated cost to 
taxpayers, state policymakers should try deflating it.

In a recent column that discussed higher education, 
I emphasized the distinction between price and cost. 
If  we say the average university education costs too 
much, which it most assuredly does, you could propose 
that we do more to shield students and their families 
from that cost by increasing state appropriations to 
public universities, for example, or by transferring 
student-loan debt from private balance sheets to the 
(already heavily indebted) federal government.

Such a policy would reduce the price of education, not 
its cost. In fact, if  we keep the price of a good or service 
artificially low by making third parties such as govern-
ments pay more of the bill, its actual cost may go up.

The same analysis applies to health care. The fi-
nance problem matters, of  course. My own preference 
is to reform the tax treatment of  health insurance 
by converting the current exclusion, inefficient and 
unfair as it is, into a set of  risk-adjusted tax credits 
so even households of  modest incomes can purchase 
private plans on a competitive market, as proposed by 
a variety of  conservative reformers and institutions.

But focusing too much on how health care is financed 
distracts us from how health care is delivered. In North 
Carolina, we make it far too difficult for new providers 
to enter the marketplace. We squash competition and 
innovation. As a result, we make health-care costs unnec-
essarily high.

Consider the case of  certificate-of-need (CON) laws. 
They force hospitals and other providers to obtain 
state permission to open new facilities or add new ser-
vices. As a new report by the John Locke Foundation 
documents, North Carolina’s CON laws are egregious-
ly out of  step with current practice and common sense.

Of the 35 states that still have CON, our state’s rules 
are especially strict. We are one of only eight states that 
require state permission slips for all six major categories: 
hospital beds, beds outside hospitals, equipment, facili-
ties, services, and emergency medical transport. When 
the American Planning Association counted up CON 
rules across 26 different services, facilities, and equip-
ment purchases, only Vermont (all 26) and Hawaii (25) 
regulated more of them than North Carolina (23) did.

James Bailey, a Providence College professor and visiting 
scholar at the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia, con-
ducted a careful review of the empirical research on CON 
effects. Most studies showed that, not surprisingly, restrict-
ing supply makes health care costlier and harder to get.

In his new Locke report, Bailey wrote that CON 
laws reduce hospital beds by 13%, hospitals per capita 
by 30%, substance-abuse treatment centers by 42%, 
and neonatal intensive-care beds by 49%. CON states 
also have longer waits in emergency rooms. Prices 
are, not surprisingly, higher in CON states, as well, 
by about 14% on average, though the effect on overall 
health-care spending is tempered somewhat by the 
fact that fewer services get delivered.

Could North Carolina get rid of CON regulations 
entirely? Sure. Some did so decades ago. Others, such as 
New Hampshire and Florida, have fully or mostly elimi-
nated their systems in recent years.

But even if  we just made our CON laws more “nor-
mal,” reducing their breadth and streamlining the 
regulatory process, that would give North Carolinians 
more access to the medical services they need at a 
lower price — not by shifting the cost to taxpayers but 
by using competition and innovation to drive down 
the actual cost of  delivering services.

John Hood (@JohnHoodNC) is chairman of  the John 
Locke Foundation.
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Leading from the center
According to some calculations, 

Chatham County (Goldston, specifi-
cally) is North Carolina’s geographic 
center. Of course, there is no intrin-
sic meaning or value in such a claim. 
But just as geography has shaped 
human evolution, it unquestionably 
impacts culture and society today.

It is exciting to think about 
ways that Chatham’s central 
location will shape the next 
generation of  residents. Trends 
in technology, economic oppor-
tunity, and social equity that are 
getting national headlines are 
sure to play important roles.

Chatham is already home to 
many technology innovators, exec-
utives, and global companies. With 
the Research Triangle on one side 
and the U.S. Hwy. 421 Carolina Cor-
ridor on the other, tech job growth is 
certain. But for whom, and when?

Ironically, most of  Chatham 
County struggles to get broad-
band internet while the county 
government recovers from a 
debilitating Russian cybercrime 
attack. This is the duality of  the 
digital age — cyberspace is inher-
ently insecure, but it is essential 
infrastructure for community 
growth and wellbeing.

Cyber insecurity and distri-
bution disparity are technology 
and policy problems. To solve 
them, diverse teams with inno-
vative, collaborative outlooks 

are required. Tech solutions also 
require lab-intensive research, 
usually through universities, gov-
ernments, and companies.

A major jumpstart in this area 
comes from UNC’s Innovate Caro-
lina, which announced plans to ex-
pand to Mosaic in Pittsboro. More 
commitments of  this type will be 
required to put Chatham resi-
dents at the heart of  innovation 
that spurs the local economy and 
solves global digital-age problems.

However, as today’s economy 
emerges from a pandemic slough 
with forecasts of  4 - 6 percent 
growth, the county’s pre-pandem-
ic east-west economic divide is 
likely to persist. Research-driven 
new knowledge is as critical to 
eliminating that divide as it is to 
developing new technology.

For example, mid-20th century 
thinking pointed to poverty as a driv-
er of crime. New research in many 
fields reveals more complex rela-
tionships. It also shows that people 
of color — especially African-Amer-
icans — are disproportionately 
arrested and imprisoned even at the 
highest economic levels. The societal 
problems clearly run much deeper 
than one’s economic status.

To ignore this new knowledge is 
to disadvantage Chatham Coun-
ty’s children and potential to de-
fine new, better community goals. 
To embrace this new knowledge 

is to intentionally improve public 
and private institutions — govern-
ments, companies, laws, policies 
— so they impact all community 
members equitably.

Living at the physical center of  
the state is less important than 
intentionally living at the center 
of  the nation’s 21st-century iden-
tity and accomplishments. But 
geography is unquestionably vital 
to a community’s sense of  self  
and place in the world.

The nation’s greatest heritage 
is, arguably, improving democra-
cy, exploring, and innovating. Yet 
each of  those comes with oppres-
sive institutional and historical 
baggage, especially for Native 
communities, African-Americans, 
other people of  color, women, im-
migrants, workers, and refugees.

It would be quite an accomplish-
ment if  the county can find its cen-
ter among diverse communities, 
histories, political preferences, and 
ideals to lead and thrive together 
from that new center.

David G. Delaney served as acting 
associate general counsel for cyber-
security and infrastructure security 
at the U.S. Department of  Home-
land Security from 2004 to 2013. 
He is co-founder of  Chatham Tech 
Talk, an association of  tech enthu-
siasts that holds public discussions 
of  technology and related issues.
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first-dosed residents have 
identified as Hispanic. 
The dashboard also 
reports that about 5.4% 
of Chatham’s Hispanic 
population has received 
a first-dose vaccination. 
About 12% of county’s to-
tal population is Hispanic. 

“We know that there is 
inequity in who is receiv-
ing the vaccine,” Chatham 
Hospital’s chief  medi-
cal officer, Dr. Andrew 
Hannapel, told the News + 
Record. “Latino, Indige-
nous and Black people are 
not receiving vaccines in 
the same proportion to 
their representation in 
the general population.”

Rates vary from pro-
vider to provider. As of  
Feb. 28, about 2.15% of the 
UNC Chatham clinic’s 
first doses have been 
administered to Hispan-
ic residents, including 
teachers. Nearly 2.9% of  
residents identified as 
“other,” meaning they 
chose not to fill out their 
demographic data or they 
ticked the “other” box.  

Most of  the clinic’s first 
doses have gone to white 
residents — nearly 90% 
— and that’s a problem, 
Hannapel said.

“We realize we’re com-
ing up short,” he said, add-
ing, “and we’re trying to 
figure out ways” to expand 
the Chatham clinic’s reach.

A larger portion of  the 
Chatham County Public 
Health Department’s 
first doses have gone to 
Hispanic residents inside 
and outside of  the county 
as of  March 1. According 
to CCPHD Communi-
cations Specialist Zach 
Horner, about 4.5% of the 
department’s first doses 
had been administered to 
Hispanic residents — or 
145 first doses out of  3,222. 
Last Friday and Monday, 
CCPHD administered 5.7% 
of 368 first doses to eligible 
Latino school and child 
care workers in Group 3. 
Not all of  them lived in 
Chatham, Horner said. 

Compared to the coun-
ty’s overall Latino popula-
tion, these numbers may 
seem disproportionate, 
but a large percentage 
of  the Latino population 
isn’t yet eligible to receive 
the vaccine under the 
state’s current eligibility 
guidelines.

Just a week ago, only 
frontline health care 
workers, adults aged 65 
and older as well as nurs-
ing home residents and 
staff could get vaccinated 
in Chatham. That pool 
grew in Chatham last 
Friday — and with it, the 
county’s percentage of  
first-dosed Latino resi-
dents. For the first time 
in Chatham, the health 
department administered 
shots to school staff and 
daycare workers over 45. 
On Tuesday, Gov. Roy 
Cooper also opened up 
eligiblity to even more 
people, announcing that 
all frontline essential 
workers in Group 3 will be 
eligible to get vaccinated 
on Wednesday. 

Alirio Estevez, 51, 
received his first dose last 
Friday. He teaches ESL 
at Siler City Elementary 
School and told the News 
+ Record last Monday that 
he wanted to set an exam-
ple for his community.

“There are some mis-
givings, some misinfor-
mation in the community, 
especially some people in 
the Latino community,” 
he said. “... So if  I can get 
it at the school and they 
can see that teachers are 
getting it, they would be 
less reluctant to get the 
vaccine.” 

Johnny Alvarado, 52, 
told the News + Record 
last Tuesday that he 
planned to get vaccinat-
ed as soon as he could. 
He teaches AP Spanish 
Language teacher at 
Jordan-Matthews High 
School.

“The vaccine protects 
you,” he said in Spanish, 
adding, “Originally, I’m 
from Costa Rica. I don’t 
believe in what anti-vaxx-
ers believe. I’ve taken 
all the vaccines on the 

planet. It seems to me that 
science is preponderant, 
and if  there is a vaccine, 
then I’m going to take it.”

But Chatham’s biggest 
eligible group by far is 
adults aged 65 and older, 
Zelek said; at about a 
quarter of  Chatham’s 
population, they number 
about 19,000, and over 
half  of  the health depart-
ment’s first doses have 
gone to seniors. Accord-
ing to Zelek, Hispanic 
residents account for a 
tiny fraction of  that popu-
lation — about 2.4%. 

“(That’s) in line with 
the percentage of  first 
doses of  vaccine adminis-
tered to (Hispanic) adults 
ages 65 and older by the 
Public Health Depart-
ment to date,” Zelek told 
the News + Record on Feb. 
1, when 2.4% of their first 
doses had gone to Latino 
residents 65 and older. As 
of  Monday, that percent 
has increased to 2.7%, or 
53 first doses.

Chatham’s Hispanic 
community is young. Ac-
cording to Horner, around 
40% of Chatham’s His-
panic population is under 
the age of  18 — something 
UNC journalism profes-
sor and Pittsboro resident 
Paul Cuadros emphasized 
in a virtual talk he gave 
last September about the 
pandemic’s impact on the 
Hispanic community. 

According to Census 
data, Cuadros said at the 
time, the median ages 
for Siler City’s white and 
Black communities had 
been around 56 and 43 
respectively; for Latinos, 
who comprise the majority 
of  Siler City, it was 23 — 
and probably 26 by now, he 
estimated.

“(This community is) in 
their prime childbearing 
years, and they’re having 
children now,” Cuadros said 
during the talk. “... You can’t 
go to Siler City on a weekend 
and not encounter a chris-
tening, not encounter a baby 
shower, not encounter a wed-
ding. It’s a young communi-
ty. It’s a thriving community, 
and it’s just — kids.”

‘We’re not 
completely off’

These vaccine statistics 
didn’t surprise Executive 
Director Ilana Dubester 
of  the Hispanic Liaison, 
which serves Hispanic 
residents across four 
counties, including Cha-
tham.

“I mean, we’re not 
completely off in terms 
of percentages,” she said, 
“and at the same time, I 
think because of  the lim-
itations of  how to access 
the vaccines right now … 
there’s still some lack of  
information to the com-
munity in Spanish about 
the vaccines and how to 
make appointments.”

Many Latino residents 
in Chatham also face sev-
eral barriers to vaccine 
access, she added; beyond 
the language barrier, 
many have struggled with 
little digital know-how, es-
pecially as the pandemic 
has forced more tradition-
ally in-person events and 
activities online.

“The whole online ap-
pointment is difficult for 
people, and I think more 
and more, there’s some 
phone numbers avail-
able that are not widely 
distributed yet,” Dubester 
said, adding, “People 
have access to phones, 
but don’t have access to 
‘online’ to fill out forms 
and things like that.”

Dubester cited UNC 
Health’s “complicated” 
My UNC Chart system as 
an example. In the past, 
the Hispanic Liaison has 
helped clients create My 
UNC Chart accounts for 
various reasons.

“Sometimes we have 
to go all the way back 
to setting up an email 
account for them because 
they don’t have one,” she 
said, “and then (we need 
to) show them how to use 
email on their phone and 
install it on their phone 
before we can ever create 
a UNC MyChart.” 

All Chatham vaccine 
providers offer both 
online and call-in sched-
uling, but most providers 
— including the CCPHD, 

Chatham Hospital and 
Piedmont Health — have 
told the News + Record 
that they prefer patients 
to schedule online or that 
online scheduling is more 
“efficient.” 

“People will call and 
they’ll find out it’s not 
answered as quickly as 
they want to because 
we’re getting approxi-
mately 3,000 calls a day,” 
Piedmont’s CEO Brian 
Toomey said. “There can 
be a phone number, but 
people should understand 
that that’s probably going 
to be the least likely con-
nection.”

It’s not just external 
barriers to access. 
Dubester and her 
staff have also 
dealt with some 
vaccine 
hesitancy 
among 
their 
clients, 
includ-
ing their 
older 
clients.

“It 
was hard 
to get to the bottom of why 
exactly other than ‘No, I’m 
just not getting it,’” she 
said, adding, “People are 
afraid of health conse-
quences. There’s always 
the rumor (that) some-
body got really sick or 
somebody dies, and (that) 
makes people feel unsafe 
about investing.” 

To address these 
concerns, the Hispanic 
Liaison has sought to 
educate their clients 
about the vaccines and 
the county’s distribution 
process through online 
flyers, links and Facebook 
Live videos.

“With the system being 
online at first, a lot of  
online people signed up, 
so there’s a waiting list,” 
she said. “So part of  what 
we’re trying to do is make 
sure that our community 
knows about it and ac-
cesses it and reaches out 
to us if  they’re facing any 
kind of  barriers that we 
can help them overcome.”

‘More needs to  
be done’ 

They’re not the only 
ones, either. Chatham vac-
cine providers have been 
trying to build trust and 
ensure equitable vaccine 
distribution, especially as 
North Carolina opens up 
vaccines to larger portions 
of  the population. 

At UNC Health’s Cha-
tham clinic, Hannapel said 
they’re “well aware” of  the 
problems the digital divide 
poses for historically mar-
ginalized communities and 
many seniors.

“It’s an absolute prob-
lem,” he said, adding, “We 
have a large number of  
people fielding calls, but 
even with that — the phone 
calls and the online — UNC 
would prefer online, be-
cause it can be done by that 
person. They make the ap-
pointment they want when 
the appointment becomes 
available.” 

But not everyone has 
online access, he added, 
nor do all have the time to 
keep circling back to check 
on available appointments 
since UNC Health doesn’t 
offer a waitlist.

“The problem with that is 
we’re not only dealing with 
the over-65 population who 
don’t have as much access,” 
he said, “although certainly 
white over 65 have better 
access than Black or Latino 
over 65 in general, painting 
with a broad stroke, but 
also other people over 65 
who can’t sit there and wait 
to hit refresh and wait for 
that appointment to come 
available.” 

That’s why UNC Health 
is working to send out 
people into the community 
and help them register, 
Hannapel said; he also 
added he’d like to explore 
the possibility of  creating a 
waitlist.

Most Chatham vaccine 
providers offer Span-
ish-language assistance. 
UNC Health’s online sched-
uling system is available in 
both English and Spanish; 
Spanish interpreters are 
available, too, for Span-
ish-speaking residents who 
call UNC’s central line. The 

CCPHD’s online Vacci-
nation Information Tool, 
which allows residents to 
get on the department’s 
waiting list, is available in 
English and Spanish; the 
department also has bilin-
gual staff members who can 
answer calls.

Likewise, Piedmont 
Health Services’ Chatham 
locations employ bilingual 
staff. Siler City Pharmacy, 
Chatham’s newest vaccine 
provider, employs a full-
time Spanish translator, 
and Walgreens also offers 
call-in scheduling in both 
languages.

Save Walgreens, most 
Chatham providers also 

don’t require residents 
to present govern-
ment-issued ID or 
health insurance to 
get vaccinated; most, 

if  not all, 
Chatham 
providers 
have told 
the News 
+ Record 

that 
undocu-
mented 
im-

migrants may freely get 
vaccinated. 

“We don’t want this to be 
exclusionary,” Hannapel 
said. “If someone’s over 65 
and they’re undocumented 
… they’re still at risk, and if  
we can prevent that person 
from getting serious a coro-
navirus hospitalization, then 
it just makes so much sense 
for public health. Going 
beyond the moral and ethical 
argument of why that’s the 
right thing to do, it protects 
everybody. This is the reason 
why we’re not asking for ID.” 

Many have also been 
trying to reach out directly 
to Hispanic residents and 
the community organiza-
tions that serve them.

In early February, Han-
napel said, UNC Health 
began “diverting” some 
of their doses to Piedmont 
Health Services.

“We were not getting to 
our Black and Hispanic/
Latino community and 
Piedmont Health has (that) 

community that goes to 
their clinic,” he added. “I 
think they’re trusted within 
the community.”

According to spokesper-
son Debra Markley, around 
half of Piedmont’s 48,000 
patients across seven coun-
ties are Hispanic. Speaking 
from her own observations, 
Markley told the News + 
Record that many of their 
eligible Hispanic patients in 
Moncure have been getting 
vaccinated.

“It’s very important for 
us — especially with the 
equity issues that have gone 
on — that we want to vacci-
nate our patients first,” she 
said. “I mean, if  you look at 
who we serve, we serve a lot 
of  different people, different 
ethnic groups.” 

The CCPHD, UNC Health 
and Piedmont Health 
Services also partnered 
with the Hispanic Liaison 
on Feb. 20 to lead a Span-
ish-language vaccine webi-
nar, which was broadcasted 
via Facebook Live on the 
Liaison’s page.

For about 45 minutes, the 
CCPHD’s Nellie Benitez, 
UNC’s Dr. Michael Herce 
and Piedmont’s Alejan-
dra Hernandez answered 
questions from Dubester and 
viewers about the vaccines 
themselves and the distribu-
tion process. About 20 people 
watched live — and one 
was Sandra Eugenia Flores 
Crispin, a Siler City resident 
originally from Guatemala. 

Flores Crispin, 43, plans 
to get vaccinated as soon as 
she can — though, she add-
ed with a laugh, she’ll be 
among the last group that 
does since she’s not at high 
risk and doesn’t work.

“The vaccine is the only 
thing we have (against 
COVID-19),” she told the 
News + Record in Spanish, 
“and well, we’ve got to take 
advantage of  it.”

She attended the chat 
to find out more informa-
tion about vaccines and 
Chatham’s vaccination 
access; going in, she said 
she wanted to know how 
long vaccine protection 
might last — and Herce 

answered her questions.
“You have the access to 

look for the information, 
but you don’t actually look 
for it,” she said, with a 
laugh. “A lot of people don’t 
look for it. There (in the 
webinar) they were going 
to give it all out, and that’s 
why I was interested be-
cause I also had the option 
to ask what I couldn’t find 
anywhere else (in Spanish). 
… It was a very short time, 
but it was useful.”

Close to the end of  
the webinar, the CCPHD 
opened its COVID info 
line for two hours that 
afternoon to allow Span-
ish-speaking residents to 
register for the waitlist. 
According to Horner, six 
called in.

As more people become 
eligible for the vaccine, 
Dubester said she’d like to 
see more community educa-
tion and outreach — especial-
ly to address any reluctance 
among the Latino communi-
ty to get vaccinated.

“We need a more 
concerted public educa-
tion campaign,” she said. 
“The access is so limited 
right now, but like when it 
comes time that the access 
is broader, then we could 
have, for example, our staff 
members having their 
pictures (taken of them) 
getting the vaccine.”

All in all, Dubester 
said she thinks Chatham 
vaccine providers “are 
catching up” in their efforts 
to ensure vaccine equity 
and access for minority 
communities.

“They are making efforts. 
The Facebook Live (event) 
is one; they also organized 
an event with an African 
American church in Mon-
cure,” she said, “but yes, 
more needs to be done.” 

Reporter Victoria Johnson 
can be reached at victoria@
chathamnr.com. Find more 
La Voz de Chatham cover-
age on our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/lavoz) 
and on our website (www.
chathamnewsrecord.com/
lavoz).
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Here’s what you need to know about getting vaccinated in Chatham
BY VICTORIA JOHNSON

News + Record Staff

Editor’s note: As more 
COVID-19 vaccine doses become 
available and other informa-
tion about access changes, it’s 
hard to stay current. The News 
+ Record is offering this guide. 
It’ll be updated online as new 
information becomes available.

Since mid-December, five 
COVID-19 vaccine providers 
have emerged in Chatham 
County. Within the county, 
Chatham residents can get 
vaccinated with UNC Health’s 
Chatham clinic, the county’s 
public health department, 
Piedmont Health Services, 
Siler City Pharmacy and Wal-
greens.

Most Chatham providers 
receive the Moderna vaccine, 
as of  Tuesday. As per state 
guidelines, all providers are 
administering vaccines to 
frontline health care workers, 
adults aged 65 and older as well 
as school personnel and day-
care workers. Gov. Roy Cooper 
also announced Tuesday that 
all frontline essential workers, 
including grocery store work-
ers, manufacturing employees 
and emergency personnel, will 
be eligible to get vaccinated 
Wednesday. 

The News + Record spoke 
with representatives from all 
five about the vaccine schedul-
ing process and appointments. 
Here’s what you can expect 
from each provider.

UNC Health’s Chatham 
Vaccination Clinic

UNC Health emerged as the 
county’s first vaccine provid-
er in mid-December, when 
vaccines first became available. 
Since then, UNC’s Chatham 
clinic, located behind Chatham 
Hospital, has administered 
more than 6,250 vaccinations.

According to Chief  Medical 
Officer Andrew Hannapel, the 
UNC Chatham clinic has been 
averaging about between 200 
to 300 vaccinations per day, 
Mondays through Fridays, plus 
an additional 400 first doses 
on Saturdays when allotment 
allows. Combined first and 
second doses, Hannapel said 
the clinic has been vaccinating 
between 1,200 and 1,700 people 
per week.

“These numbers fluctuate 
dependent upon vaccine alloca-
tion,” he added.

To get vaccinated at UNC’s 
Chatham clinic, you have 
three options: call 984-215-5485, 
schedule online via yourshot.
health or schedule through 
your My UNC Chart account. 

“If  they have access to 
online, and then if  they have 
the ability and know-how to do 
that, it’s much more efficient,” 
Hannapel said. “You can do it 
without talking to someone.”

To schedule online, visit 
yourshot.health, click on “Get 
Vaccinated” in the top right-
hand corner and scroll down 
until you see “Schedule Your 
Appointment Online.” If  any 
appointments are available, 
you will first need to answer 
several screening questions 
to verify your eligibility. 
These questions will also 
determine whether you have 
any COVID-19 symptoms and 
ensure you haven’t had a previ-
ous COVID-19 vaccine. 

After answering these ques-
tions, you’ll attest that you’re 
eligible; from there, the website 
will take you to the available 
appointments, each divided by 
location. 

“One of the other things that 
UNC is trying to do is if  there 
are slots available at the Friday 
Center ... if  you’re closer to 
there, is to get you over there,” 
Hannapel said, adding, “Now, if  
you say, ‘Siler City,’ they will get 
you into Siler City if  there’s an 
available appointment. If  they 
don’t have an appointment that’s 
available there, that’s when they 
try to look for other places.”

UNC Health doesn’t offer a 
waitlist, though Hannapel said 
that’s a possibility he’d like to 
explore. To boost your chances 
of  snagging appointments, the 
UNC Health website advises 
that you check for appoint-
ments “mid-to-late afternoon” 
during the work week since 
that’s when they expect to 
release open appointments to 
the public.

While scheduling your 
appointment, you will need to 
provide your name and date 
of  birth. Per the state’s guide-
lines, the Chatham clinic also 
asks for gender, race and eth-

nicity, but Hannapel said that’s 
optional. UNC Health doesn’t 
require you to present ID or 
health insurance to get vacci-
nated, but if  you have health 
insurance, staff ask that you 
present your card so that they 
can bill your health insurance 
for the vaccine administration 
costs. The vaccine itself  doesn’t 
cost anything.

Staff also ask that you print 
out the COVID-19 Vaccine 
Patient Questionnaire Form 
on UNC Health’s website, 
fill it out and bring it to the 
appointment. If  you can’t print 
the form, you can simply fill 
it out once you arrive at your 
appointment.

UNC’s Chatham clinic is 
located in the Medical Office 
Building, behind Chatham 
Hospital at 163 Progress Blvd. 
Just outside, staff still hold 
drive-thru COVID-19 testing 
under a tent, while the vaccine 
clinic is indoors.

“We have parking,” Han-
napel said. “We’ve cleared out, 
and all of  our employees are 
now parking up at the hospital, 
so we have more parking for 
people coming through.”

After you arrive for your ap-
pointment, staff will have you 
wait in your car until five min-
utes before your appointment. 
Once that five-minute mark 
arrives, Hannapel said you’ll 
then “queue up.” Staff register 
you in the UNC Health system 
as well as the state’s corona-
virus management system, or 
the CVMS, “so that (you) get 
recorded and (you) get on track 
for a … second dose.” After 
that, you’ll get your shot.

“Then we have them wait, 
and we have physically dis-
tanced, six feet apart, both in 
the hallway as well as in our 
conference room, where they 
sit,” Hannapel added. “They 
can be observed for 15 minutes, 
and then they leave.”

During your appointment, 
staff will also schedule your 
second-dose appointment for 
four weeks later. For your sec-
ond appointment, you will need 
to bring the slip of  paper that 
recorded your first shot. You 
can’t receive your second dose 
with different providers or in 
different locations, Hannapel 
said.

“We say no because it’s too 
hard,” he added. “Clinics can 
go into the CVMS and see that 
you received it four weeks ago 
and therefore you are eligible 
to receive it, but what happens 
is there might not be a dose 
held for you.”

Generally, you shouldn’t wait 
long for your appointment, 
Hannapel said, unless you 
arrive early. 

“If  your appointment is at 
1:15, you’re getting your vacci-
nation at 1:15 and then (after) 
15 minutes of  observation, 
you’re out of  there by 1:30,” he 
said. “I mean it’s a maximum 
(of) 30 minutes, but it doesn’t 
take that long.”

UNC’s Chatham clinic, he 
added, isn’t wasting any doses; 
since Moderna vials have 10 
doses in a vial, staff make sure 
that they have 10 people there 
“ready” before opening the last 
vial.

“So at this point, we have not 
had to waste nor have we had 
to go outside the appropriate 
phase to find somebody to give 
that dose to,” he said. “Very 
rarely did we need one or two 
more people, and we can find 
them within our healthcare 
workers that haven’t been 
vaccinated yet who are now 
considering to be vaccinated.”

The Chatham County 
Public Health Department

The Chatham County Public 
Health Department began 
vaccinating residents in early 
January and as of  Monday has 
administered over 4,700 doses. 
Starting last week, they’ve 
begun to receive about 600 first 
doses from the state.

To schedule a vaccination 
appointment, you can call the 
CCPHD’s COVID info line call 
center at 919-545-8323 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. Online, you can fill 
out the health department’s 
Vaccine Information Tool, 
which is available in English 
and Spanish at www.cha-
thamnc.org/vaccinetool.

You will be asked to pro-
vide your name, date of  birth, 
contact information and type 
of  employment, which helps 
identify your priority group, 
according to Public Health 
Director Mike Zelek. You don’t 
have to fill in all the informa-

tion the tool asks you.
“It is helpful that we have 

complete information, as this 
is used to determine eligibility 
and the information is required 
by NC DHHS during the vacci-
nation process,” Zelek said, “so 
it speeds up the registration 
process.”

Registering online via the 
vaccine tool, Zelek said, is the 
most efficient way to register. 
Once you complete the form, 
you will be entered into the 
department’s database — the 
waitlist — under your priority 
group. To boost your chances 
of  getting vaccinated quickly, 
Zelek said, you should register 
with multiple vaccine provid-
ers, both inside and outside the 
county. 

Once you’re on the health 
department’s waitlist, staff will 
reach out to you via email or 
robocall once appointments 
become available. 

“We typically reach out by 
email or robocall to more indi-
viduals on the list than there 
are appointments available 
when we are scheduling an 
event, and then schedule on a 
first-come, first-served basis,” 
Zelek said. “For example, the 
call will inform the individual 
that appointments are avail-
able on a certain date and 
to call the scheduling line to 
make an appointment (similar 
approach by email using an 
online scheduling platform).”

The health department holds 
drive-thru clinics, so once you 
arrive, you won’t need to leave 
your car. Staff will verify your 
appointment and give you a 
form to complete for the state’s 
CVMS system. After review-
ing your information, they’ll 
administer the shot once you 
consent to receiving it. 

At the end, you’ll receive a 
CDC vaccination card with 
your return appointment four 
weeks later, Zelek said. Before 
driving off, you’ll need to wait 
for 15 to 30 minutes in your car 
in case you have any allergic 
reaction. 

“For CCPHD (Moderna vac-
cine), the (second) appointment 
will typically be the same time, 
same place, four weeks later,” 
Zelek said. “Because doses 
come in ten-dose vials, it is im-
portant that individuals show 
up for their second doses at the 
scheduled time, as we cannot 
accommodate rescheduling. 
Once we open the vial, we must 
use all doses within six hours.”

Piedmont Health Services

Piedmont Health Services 
has three Chatham clinics: the 
Siler City Community Health 
Center, the Moncure Commu-
nity Health Center and the 
Piedmont Health SeniorCare 
center in Pittsboro. All three 
are administering Moderna 
vaccines to eligible residents. 

Piedmont began vaccinating 
people in January, and accord-
ing to CEO Brian Toomey, its 
vaccine supplies vary every 
week. He told the News + 
Record last Wednesday that 
Piedmont had been vaccinating 
between 1,300 and 1,500 people 
per week across all locations. 
Last Saturday, staff adminis-
tered over 650 doses of  vaccine 
in Burlington.

To schedule an appoint-
ment with Piedmont Health 
Services, you can go online to 
Piedmont Health’s website at 
piedmonthealth.org. There, 
you’ll find a red button labeled 
“COVID Testing and Vaccine 
Info.” Once you click on that, 
you’ll find a section for new 
patients and a link to the form 
you need to fill out. Existing 
patients only need to call their 
medical centers to schedule 
appointments.

According to spokesperson 
Debra Markley, Piedmont asks 
that new patients don’t call to 
schedule vaccine appointments.

“People will call and they’ll 
find out it’s not answered as 
quickly as they want to because 
we’re getting approximately 
3,000 calls a day,” Toomey added. 
“There can be a phone number, 
but people should understand 
that that’s probably going to be 
the least likely connection.”

Piedmont’s online form will 
ask you for your name, date of  
birth, cell phone number and 
the site in which you prefer to 
be vaccinated. Once you sub-
mit this form, you’ll get onto 
Piedmont’s waitlist.

“Those lists are really used,” 
Markley said. “Those lists are 
printed off and appointments 
are used. It’s not like you go 
into a black hole and you’re 
never seen, your name is never 

called.”
After you get on Piedmont’s 

waitlist, staff will contact you 
once appointments become 
available and if  you’re eligi-
ble. Last Wednesday, Toomey 
told the News + Record that 
Piedmont had vaccinated most 
people on its waiting list in 
Groups 1 and 2, and would be 
moving on to school personnel 
and daycare workers (Group 3).

“We’re actually working 
directly with the school 
systems,” he said, “so we’re 
coordinating with them to 
make sure that they’re putting 
together their lists of  their 
staff, so that we could do it in 
an organized way.”

Once you’ve got your 
appointment with Piedmont 
scheduled, he said, you’ll 
drive up to your designated 
site wearing your mask. If  
the weather allows, Piedmont 
holds most vaccination clinics 
outside. You should arrive with 
some form of  ID, he added, 
though it’s not required, and 
bring your health insurance 
card if  you have it. 

“If  you have it, we will bill 
your health insurance,” he 
said. “If  you don’t have insur-
ance, you’re not gonna pay. 
Either your insurance is going 
to pay or the state will give us 
a fee to pay, but you personally 
will not pay.”

It helps, he added, to have 
your CVMS documentation 
already filled out as well.

Once you arrive, staff will ap-
proach your window and verify 
your appointment information. 
Then they’ll go through several 
screening questions; some 
questions will seek to verify 
your eligibility, make sure you 
have no COVID symptoms and 
ask whether you’ve already 
received a COVID vaccine.

“(Staff will) make sure they 
have the right documents in 
place, you know, your CVMS 
stuff,” he said. “If  we haven’t 
entered it for you already, 
we will spend time entering 
it then. That’s why it saves a 
lot of  time if  it’s already been 
entered.”

After that’s taken care of, 
you’ll go through and get your 
shot. Afterward, you’ll pull 
over and wait in a designated 
area for 15 to 30 minutes to en-
sure you don’t have an allergic 
reaction.

“And then you’re on your 
way,” Toomey said. “You’ll be 
given a card that says, ‘Dose 
1’ and/or ‘Dose 2.’ And if  it’s 
Dose 1, you’ll leave with an 
appointment for Dose 2 (at the 
same place).”

Toomey estimated that ap-
pointments take between 30 to 
60 minutes on average, but ev-
erything depends on how pre-
pared you and other patients 
are. If  you and patients in front 
of  you have your documen-
tation done ahead of  time, he 
said, the wait shouldn’t be long.

“If  we have to enter a lot of  
stuff for (people) at the time, 
that’s going to add 10 minutes 
for each person,” he said, 
adding, “It’s not new informa-
tion nobody knows they need. 
It’s information. Get it done, 
and everything will be faster, 
smoother and better.” 

Siler City Pharmacy

Siler City Pharmacy is Cha-
tham County’s newest vaccine 
provider. Last week, it received 
100 first doses of  Moderna 
vaccine, a week later than 
intended thanks to weather de-
lays. According to Pharmacist 
Manager Angelynn Fox, the 
pharmacy held its first vaccine 
clinic last Saturday.

The pharmacy scheduled all 
of its doses, Fox said, and she’s 
not sure how many more will be 
coming their way in the future. 

“There’s not a real way to 
know exactly what I’m going 
to receive,” she told the News + 
Record last Friday. “I’m going to 
get an email literally almost ev-
ery Thursday that says whether 
or not I’m going to be receiving 
doses that have to be adminis-
tered almost by the next Monday, 
or Tuesday of, I guess, it’ll be like 
a week and a half after.” 

Though appointments are no 
longer available, you can still 
sign up for Siler City Pharma-
cy’s waitlist online by going 
to the pharmacy’s website 
and clicking on a red button 
labeled, “COVID-19 Vaccine 
Waitlist.” You’ll then be invited 
to fill out a form with your 
name, date of  birth and eligibil-
ity criteria. The form also asks 
for demographic information.

“If  you look at our website, 
there’s a red button that says, 

‘COVID-19 Testing,’ and right 
next to it, there’ll be another 
red button that says, ‘COVID-19 
Vaccine Appointments’ when 
we have appointments that are 
available,” Fox said. “You have 
to answer questions pertaining 
to eligibility, and if  you are 
eligible based on your response 
to those questions, it will take 
you to an appointment schedul-
er that has all of  the screening 
questions included.”

If  you don’t have online 
access, you can call the phar-
macy at 919-663-5541. After 
snagging an appointment with 
the pharmacy, you would re-
ceive an email confirming your 
appointment time. 

“Then they’re just gonna 
show up to the pharmacy, 
bring their insurance card and 
receive a vaccine, hang out 
with me for 15 minutes, and all 
of  course is going to go well, 
and they’ll be on their way,” 
she said. “They receive their 
the COVID-19 vaccination card 
that also has their subsequent 
appointment written on the 
back of  it.”

No ID or health insurance 
is required, she added; pa-
tients won’t pay any fee for the 
vaccine. Since the pharmacy 
has Moderna doses, you would 
get your second shot at the 
same time and same place four 
weeks later.

The pharmacy will offer both 
indoor and drive-thru vacci-
nations, Fox said, especially 
for people who can’t go inside. 
Siler City Pharmacy doesn’t 
have you fill out the CVMS 
form; staff will do that for you 
during your appointment, 
which may take between 15 to 
20 minutes per patient.

Walgreens

Walgreens began adminis-
tering COVID-19 vaccinations 
in North Carolina less than a 
month ago. In early February, 
North Carolina announced 
Walgreens as its choice to 
participate in the Federal 
Retail Pharmacy Program 
for COVID-19 Vaccination, a 
program meant to speed up 
vaccinations by allotting vac-
cine doses to select pharmacies 
across the country.

As a part of  the program, 
Walgreens receives more than 
480,000 vaccine doses a week 
from the federal government 
across 28 jurisdictions, includ-
ing North Carolina, according 
to Walgreens corporate spokes-
person Campbell O’Connor. 

If  you’re eligible, you can 
schedule a vaccination appoint-
ment with Walgreens online 
at Walgreens.com/Schedule-
Vaccine. You could also call 
1-800-WALGREENS, which is 
available in English and Span-
ish. No walk-in appointments 
are available.

“The best way for people to 
schedule an appointment and 
find locations in their area is to 
use the scheduler, and custom-
ers can also sign up to receive 
alerts about available vaccine 
appointments here,” O’Connor 
said. “At this time, we do not 
provide a comprehensive list 
of  store locations or individual 
store allocations.” 

In Chatham County, Wal-
greens has two stores in Siler 
City and Pittsboro. On Feb. 5, 
several Walgreens employees 
in Chatham told the News + 
Record that the Siler City store, 
located on U.S Hwy. 64, had been 
selected to receive doses, but 
could not confirm whether the 
Pittsboro store had been as well.

Before you schedule your ap-
pointment, Walgreens’ sched-
uler will provide the current 
eligibility criteria and require 
you to attest your eligibility.

“Upon arriving at their 
vaccine appointment, patients 
must sign an affidavit con-
firming they meet their state’s 
eligibility requirement for the 
vaccine,” O’Connor added. “Pa-
tients also need to show a valid 
government ID to confirm their 
identity at the time of  their 
vaccination appointment.” 

You’ll also be able to sched-
ule your second-dose appoint-
ment with Walgreens the same 
time you schedule your first.

“In this fluid situation 
during which vaccine invento-
ry remains limited, our aim is 
to ensure eligible patients are 
able to receive vaccinations as 
soon as possible,” O’Connor 
said, “and we ask for patience 
as eligible individuals attempt 
to schedule appointments.”

Reporter Victoria Johnson can 
be reached at victoria@cha-
thamnr.com.



OBITUARIES

MINNIE REGINA MINTER

Minnie Regina Minter, 60, of  
Sanford passed away on Sun-
day, February 28, 2021, at Duke 
University Hospital in Durham. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home. 

SAMMY LEE CHATMAN
Sammy Chatman, 64, passed 

away Monday, February 22, 
2021, at Central Carolina Hos-
pital in Sanford.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home. 

VIRGINIA (PUGH) 
DEGRAFFENREIDT

Mrs. Virginia Pugh De-
graffenreidt, 88, of  Siler City, 
passed away Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 24, 2021, at UNC Hospi-
tals in Chapel Hill.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home, Sanford.

GARFIELD MORRISON

Mr. Garfield Morrison, 
93, of  Sanford passed away 
on February 26, 2021 at his 
residence. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home. 

HARMON COCHRANE
Harmon Cochrane, 66, 

of  Sanford, passed away on 
Saturday, February 27, 2021, at 
First Health Moore Regional 
Hospital in Pinehurst. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home. 

EDWARD ‘DICKEY’ LEVON 
HARRIS 

Edward “Dickey” Levon 
Harris, 69, of  Siler City, passed 
away on Sunday, February 28, 
2021, at his home. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home.

JUANITA LAMM 
CRISSMAN

Juanita Lamm Crissman, 89, 
of  Sanford, passed away at her 
home on Wednesday, February 
24, 2021.

The funeral was held at 1 
p.m. on Friday, February 26, 
2021, at Swann Station Bap-
tist Church with Rev. Russell 
Blackmon officiating. Burial 
followed in Cameron Grove 
Cemetery. 

Mrs. Crissman was born in 
Lee County on June 11, 1931, to 
the late Nathaniel Lee Lamm 
and Leatha Godwin Lamm. In 
addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her 
husband of  62 years, “J.R.” 
John Robert Crissman. She 
was a member of  Swann Sta-
tion Baptist Church where she 
served as choir director. She 
was retired from GKN.

Juanita is survived by her 
son, John Robert Crissman Jr. 
of  Sanford; brother, Wallie C. 
Lamm of  Sanford; three grand-
children, one great-grandchild.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

MARVIN WILEY HART
Marvin Wiley Hart, 88, of  

Goldston, passed away on 
Friday, February 26, 2021, at 
Coventry House of  Siler City.

A graveside service was held 
at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, March 2, 
2021, at Meroney United Meth-
odist Church with Rev. Jim 
Whittaker officiating. 

Mr. Hart was born in Cha-
tham County on January 21, 
1933, the son of  William Don-
nie and Pauline Bright Hart. 
He was an Army Veteran who 
served during the Korean 
Conflict. He was a member of  
the Meroney U.M.C. Marvin 
was a past President of  the 
Goldston Lions Club and was 
awarded the Jack Strick-
land Award. He retired from 
Collins & Aikman after 46 
years of  service, then spent 
his days as a poultry farmer. 
In addition to his parents, 
Marvin is preceded in death 
by his son, Duane Hart, 
brother, Kirby L. Hart and 
great granddaughter, Chloe 
Stevenson.

He is survived by his wife of  
68 years, Shirley Brafford Hart; 
daughter, Phyllis Hart Pettit 
of  Siler City; son, Gary Hart of  
Goldston; seven grandchildren, 
six great grandchildren; and 
sister, Ida H. Smart of  Gibson-
ville. 

Memorials may be made to 
the Goldston Lions Club, P.O. 
Box 455, Goldston, NC 27252 or 
the Meroney Church Cemetery 
Fund, 10568 NC Hwy 902, Bear 
Creek, NC 27207.

Online condolences may be 
made at www.pughfuneral-
home.com.

RAYMOND HERBERT 
BRADY 

Raymond Herbert Brady, 
76, of  Bennett, died Friday, 
February 26, 2021, at his son’s 
home.

At Mr. Brady’s request, ser-
vices will be private.

Raymond was born in 
Randolph County, in 1944, 
son of  the late Floyd Fields 
Brady and Dorothy Ham-
mer Brady. He worked as 
a contractor in residential 
construction most of  his life. 
In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by all 
his siblings.

He is survived by his son, 
Raymond Mark Brady of  Ben-
nett; and two grandchildren.

It is requested that donations 
be made to Pleasant Grove 
Christian Church Cemetery 
Fund, 5946 Pleasant Grove 
Church Rd., Bennett, N.C. 
27208, or a charity of  one’s 
choice.

Condolences may be offered 
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com. 

GLENDA FERRELL JOHNSON 
Glenda Ferrell Johnson, 71, of  

Siler City passed away on Saturday, 
February 27, 2021, at her home in 
Siler City.

Mrs. Johnson was born in Durham 
on September 11, 1949, the daughter 
of  Carl Glenn and the late Etelka 
Frances Harris Ferrell. In addition 
to her parents, Glenda is preceded 
in death by her husband, Gary Lane 
Johnson; brother, Carl Glenn Ferrell, 
II; grandson, Hayden Blalock-Clews; 
and stepsons, Dean and Shannon 

Johnson. 
She is survived by her daughters, Michelle B. Mace and 

husband Scott of  Siler City, Maura Blalock-Merurio and 
husband Michael of  Wilmington; stepson, Derek Johnson of  
Randleman; sisters, Teresa Shearer of  Santee, CA, Jane Tip-
pett and husband Brad of  Rougemont, N.C.; brothers, David 
Ferrell and wife Brenda of  Franklinton, Mark Ferrell and 
wife Louise of  Pineville, N.C.; grandchildren, Christopher 
Carroll, Kimberly Wilson, Pandora Clews, Gavin Blalock, 
Asher Merurio; great grandchildren, Layla, Nevaeh, Kai 
and Aurora.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.
Smith & Buckner is assisting the Johnson family. 
Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneral-

home.com. 
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THERESA JULIUS FONTENOT (ALSTON) 

Theresa Julius Fontenot (Alston), 
72, of  Siler City passed away Wednes-
day, February 24, 2021, at UNC 
Hillsborough.

Mrs. Fontenot was born in Oak-
dale, Louisiana, on July 28, 1948, 
the daughter of  Edmond Fontenot 
and Gladys Gradney. Theresa was 
a member of  St. Julia Catholic 
Church. She was highly respected in 
the church and her community. The-
resa had an amazing love of  her fam-
ily, especially her grandchildren. She 

loved spending time tending to the flowers in her garden, 
as well as sewing and being an amazing cook. In addition to 
her parents, Theresa is preceded in death by her daughter, 
Vanessa Gladys Alston and brother, Joseph Fontenot. 

She is survived by her son, Leon Steven Alston Jr. and 
wife Linda of  Siler City; grandchildren, Adrian Alexander 
Alston, Lawrence Steven Alston (Brianna); sister, Thelma 
Martin of  S.C.; brothers, D.L., Randolph and Alfred Fonte-
not, all of  La., and ex-husband, Leon Steven Alston Sr. of  
Silk Hope.

Theresa Laid in Repose on Wednesday, March 3, 2021, 
from 12 to 5 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 
North Second Avenue, Siler City, N.C. The funeral mass will 
be held on Thursday, March 4, 2021, at 10 a.m. at St. Julia 
Catholic Parish, 210 Harold Hart Road, Siler City, with Friar 
Julio Martinez officiating. Burial will follow in Chatham 
Memorial Park. 

In lieu of  flowers, memorials may be made to the West 
Chatham Food Pantry, PO Box 254, 2535 Old US Hwy 421 N., 
Siler City, NC 27344.

Smith & Buckner is assisting the Alston family.
Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneral-

home.com. 

MOZELLE GILLILAND FIELDS 

Mozelle Gilliland Fields passed 
away Saturday, February 27, 2021, at 
Hospice House in Pittsboro after a 
short illness. 

Mozelle was born on September 
3, 1929, the sixth child of  nine born 
to T.J. (Budd) and Lila Dixon Gillil-
and. She graduated from Siler City 
High School. She met her future 
husband Grady Fields. Mozelle 
and Grady were the parents of  two 
sons, Steve Fields, Tony Fields; 
and one grandchild; Brian Fields. 

Mozelle was preceded in death by her husband Grady; 
son, Tony; daughter-in-law; Renee Gurley Fields; four 
sisters, Dorothy Marley, Allene Amos, Eunice Moore, 
Mary Dunn; and brothers, Bill, Howard and Ray Gillil-
and. 

She is survived by her son, Steve Fields; her grandson, 
Brian Fields; and sister, Shirley Edmisten. 

Mozelle moved to Greensboro after graduation and 
was employed in the bookkeeping department of  Sears 
& Roebuck. She and Grady lived in Siler City, where she 
was “floor manager” with Sol Enterprises. They raised 
chickens for several years for Gold Kist Inc. as well as 
Townsend Farms. Mozelle later helped with the care of  her 
aging mother-in-law, her parents, sisters and brothers. She 
was a giving person, trying to help others that seemed to 
be in need and several Christian organizations across the 
country. She was an industrious lady. She, up until the last 
few months, did her own work at and around her home. 
With the help of  her son and a good friend and helper, 
Susan White, she lived a busy, productive life. Most of  all, 
Mozelle would want everyone to know that Jesus Christ 
was the most important part of  her life and as she would 
say, “I know, that I will meet him at my home-going.” Well 
today, February 27, 2021, was that home-going. We loved 
her dearly and will miss her beyond measure, but today is 
also the day she got to see Grady, Tony and all loved ones 
who know and accepted Jesus as Savior. With all our love, 
your family. 

Mozelle Laid in Repose on Monday, March 1, 2021, from 
1 to 5 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 North 
Second Ave., Siler City. At other times, the family was at the 
home of  her son, Steve Fields, 3004 U.S. Hwy. 421 S., Siler 
City, N.C. 27344. 

The funeral will be held on Tuesday, March 2, 2021, at 
11 a.m. at Oakley Baptist Church, 2300 Siler City-Glendon 
Road, with Rev. Jackie Franks and Dr. Jeff Johnson offici-
ating. Burial will follow beside her husband in the Oakley 
Baptist Church cemetery. 

Memorials may be made to West Chatham Relay for Life, 
C/O Ann McDaniel, PO Box 526, Siler City, N.C. 27344; or 
Alzheimer’s Association, Western Carolina Chapter, 4600 
Park Road, Suite 250, Charlotte, N.C. 28209, www.alz.org/
northcarolina. 

Smith & Buckner is assisting the Fields family. 
Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneral-

home.com.

JERRY LEE ‘PETE’ PERRY 

Jerry Lee “Pete” Perry, 72, of  Siler 
City passed away on Sunday, Febru-
ary 28, 2021, at UNC Hospice Home, 
Pittsboro. 

Mr. Perry was born in Chatham 
County on October 11, 1948, the son 
of  W. C. and Hazel Pickard Perry. 

Pete was a member of  Mt. Vernon 
United Methodist Church. He loved 
to play pool and enjoyed rounds of  
golf. You could often find him outside 
working in his yard. He retired from 

Brookwood Farms after 35 years. Pete is preceded in death 
by his parents. 

He is survived by his wife of  42 years, Pat Collins Perry 
of  Siler City; son, Joe Perry of  Apex; brothers, Charles M. 
Perry and wife Sue of  Bear Creek, William Earl Perry and 
wife Nancy of  Siler City; and sister; Betty P. Price of  Siler 
City; grandchildren, Matthew Drake and wife Allison, Emily 
Drake Cross and husband Ryan; nephews, Clint, Clark, 
Jackie and Chris Perry, Kenneth Ray and James Earl Price. 

Pete will Lie in Repose on Friday, March 5, 2021, from 1 to 
5 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 North Second 
Ave., Siler City. A graveside service will be held at 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 6, 2021 at Mt Vernon United Methodist 
Church Cemetery, 3631 Mt. Vernon Hickory Mountain Rd., 
Siler City with Rev. Jason Dickerson officiating. 

Memorials may be made to the Alzheimer’s Association, 
Western Carolina Chapter, 4600 Park Rd., Suite 250, Char-
lotte, N.C. 28209, www.alz.org/northcarolina. 

Smith & Buckner is assisting the Perry family.

HELEN CATHERINE GEORGE SILER 

Helen Catherine George Siler 
passed away peacefully on February 
22, 2021, in Chapel Hill, North Caroli-
na at the age of  93.

Helen was born in Port-aux-
Basques, Newfoundland, Canada, 
the youngest daughter — out of  10 
children — of  Arthur Lewis and 
Leah George. Her father worked for 
the Newfoundland Railway System 
(which became the Canadian Na-
tional). Her summers were spent in 
a cabin in McDougalls, on the ocean 

between Port-aux-Basques and Corner Brook. When she 
was 15, the family moved to Corner Brook where her father 
was the Station Agent for the railroad.

Helen graduated in 1949 from the Phillips School of  Nurs-
ing in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, and worked in pediatrics 
at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. Desiring a warmer climate 
— and husbands, Helen and two of  her closest nursing 
friends, emigrated to the United States, first to Maryland 
— working at Baltimore General for two years, and then to 
Chapel Hill, when the University of  North Carolina Hospital 
opened. Within a year, all three nurses had jobs and hus-
bands. Helen met Robert Siler, a handsome graduate student 
on the GI bill, at her friends’ “stop and flop.” It was love at 
first sight, partly because Helen owned a car. They married 
shortly thereafter and had their three children in the next 
four years.

Moving around the South — Raleigh, Johnson City, 
Hickory, Frankfort, Atlanta — for Bob’s jobs for the first 
seven years, they ended up settling in the Washington, 
D.C., metropolitan area until Bob’s retirement. Helen was 
involved in the kids’ activities, as well as being a substi-
tute school nurse. Through the years, she took charge of  
the finances for several investments and rental proper-
ties. Helen developed a life-long love of  golf, playing with 
Bob and other couples in travels around the world. Helen 
began the Junior Golf  program at Reston Country Club, 
where all three of  her children played. Helen won the 
Washington area Women’s Championship. When Bob re-
tired, they moved to Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, 
where they played golf, traveled and entertained family 
and friends.

Helen is remembered fondly by all for being a gracious 
hostess and gourmet cook. She was known for her Black 
Forest Cake, her oatmeal cookies, and especially her carrot 
cake. In fact, she usually had a carrot cake in the refrigera-
tor when special visitors arrived. She loved her grandchil-
dren, and always provided craft supplies and spices for them 
to make their own creations.

After several hurricane evacuations in South Carolina, 
Helen and Bob returned to Chapel Hill where their love 
story started, residing first at the Governor’s Club, then at 
Carolina Meadows.

Helen is survived by her husband of  66 years, Robert W. 
Siler Jr.; children, Michael Siler (Pam), Peter Siler, and Lin-
da Siler (Ralph); ten grandchildren, Grayson, Micah, Ben, 
Beth, Amy, Katharine, Matthew, Mary, Alexandra, Julia, 
and 10 great-grandchildren.

A celebration of  life is to be held in the summer. 
In lieu of  flowers, the family requests memorial 

contributions be made to UNC Health Foundation — 
Pediatrics Department. Checks may be made payable to 
UNC Health Foundation with Helen George Siler in the 
memo line. Checks may be mailed to UNC Health Foun-
dation,123 West Franklin Street, Suite 510, Chapel Hill, 
N.C. 27516.

See OBITUARIES, page A8
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KATHLEEN MADDOX 
DENNIS MCWATERS

Kathleen Maddox Dennis 
McWaters, 89, of  Broadway, 
died Saturday, February 27, 
2021, at her home. 

Funeral services were held 
at 2 p.m. Tuesday, March 
2, 2021, at Juniper Springs 
Baptist Church with Rev. 
Brad Marona officiating. 
Burial followed in the church 
Cemetery. 

She was born in Harnett 
County, daughter of  the late 
William J. and Nina Womack 
Maddox. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, brother, 
Watson Maddox, sister, Eliza-
beth Maddox McWaters, and 
her husband, Henry McWa-
ters. Kathleen was a member 
of  Juniper Springs Baptist 
Church. 

Surviving are her daughters, 
Wanda Collins of  Broadway, 
Deborrah Messer of  Cameron; 
son, Ronnie Dennis of  High 

Point; step-daughters, Sandra 
Castonguay of  Broadway, 
and Vicky Castonguay of  
Sanford; sister, Sally Maddox 
Williams of  Sanford; brother, 
Frank Maddox of  Sanford; 
three grandchildren, eight 
great-grandchildren, five 
step-grandchildren, ten step-
great grandchildren and two 
step-great-great- grandchil-
dren. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family 
request memorials may be 
made to Amedisys Hospice, 220 
New Fidelity Ct., Garner, NC 
27529. 

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.

JAMES ANTHONY WEST
James Anthony West, 70, 

of  Sanford, passed away on 
Wednesday, February 17, 2021, 
at his residence. 

Funeral services was held 
Thursday, February 25, 2021, at 

2 p.m. at Knotts Funeral Home. 
Burial followed in Minter Cem-
etery. 

THOMAS ‘TOMMY’ LEWIS 
POINDEXTER

Thomas “Tommy” Lewis 
Poindexter, 82, of  the Deep 
River Community, died Friday, 
February 26, 2021, at Transi-
tions Life Care and Hospice 
Home in Raleigh. 

A graveside service was held 
at 2 p.m. at Jones Chapel on 
Tuesday, March 2, 2021, with 
Rev. Mike Horton presiding. 
Burial followed in the church 
cemetery. 

He was born in Lee County 
on March 24, 1938, to the late 
Thomas Eugene and Maggie 
Buchanan Poindexter. In 
addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by his wife, 
Bertie Marie Riddle Poindex-
ter; sisters, Virginia Crook and 
Alice Gainey. Tommy worked 
in the roofing business.

Survivors include his sons, Jeff 
Poindexter of Sanford, Randy 
Poindexter of Apex; brother, Phil-
ip Poindexter of Sanford; sister, 
Ruby Creed of Sanford; five grand-
children, and one step-grandchild.

In lieu of  flowers, make 
donations to Transitions Life 
Care, 250 Hospice Circle, Ra-
leigh, NC 27607. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

ROSE MARY TIGAR
Rose Mary Tigar, 70, of  Lil-

lington, passed away at home 
on Saturday, February 27, 2021. 

No services will be held at 
this time.

She was born on April 22, 
1950, in New Jersey, daughter 
of  the late Frank and Gladys 
Vindigni. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, and 
sister Theresa Whitehead 

Surviving is her husband, 
Brent Tigar of the home; 
children, Brent Tigar of Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., Jamie Tigar of New-
burgh, N.Y. and Kristi Tigar of  
Fayetteville; sisters, Mary Fitz-
simmons and Marisa Halmo; 
brothers, Mario Giorgianni, Joe 
Vindigni and Kenneth Vindigni; 

and five grandchildren. 
Online condolences may be 

made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com. 

Arrangements are by the Smith 
Funeral Home of Broadway. 

DONALD RAY DONATHAN 
Donald Ray Donathan, 63, of  

Carthage, died Sunday, Febru-
ary 28, 2021, at UNC Hospital, 
Chapel Hill. 

A graveside service will be 
held at 1 p.m. at White Hill 
Presbyterian Church Ceme-
tery on Thursday, March 4, 
2021, with Rev. Robert Thomas 
presiding.

He was born in Lee County, 
on November 11, 1957, to Paul 
Ray and Peggy Key Donathan. 
Donald worked on restoring 
old cars.

In addition to his parents, he 
is survived by his wife, Mary 
Ann Lemons Donathan of  
the home; a son, Donald Ray 
Donathan Jr. of  Carthage; 
daughters, Patricia White of  
Virginia Beach, Stacy Dona-
than and Paula Donathan, both 
of  Carthage; brothers, Tony 
Donathan and Timothy Paul 
Donathan of  Carthage; sister, 
Glenda Nehls of  Sanford; and 
eight grandchildren.

Arrangements are by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

PAMELA ELLIOTT PATTON 
Pamela Elliott Patton, 67, 

of  Sanford, passed away on 
Saturday, February 27, 2021, at 
her home.

The family will receive 
friends on Thursday, March 4, 
2021, from 1 to 3 p.m. at Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home. A 
funeral service will follow in 
the chapel at 3 p.m.

She was born in Lee County 
on July 20, 1953, to the late Jack 
and Eunice Womack Collins. 
In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
siblings, Edna Dickens, Grace 
Bottema, Debbie Wofford, Pete 
Collins and Jack Collins Jr. 
Pam was retired from Magnetti 
Marelli. 

Pam is survived by her sons, 
Brian Patton, Barry Patton, 
and Brandon Patton, all of  
Sanford and Jeremy Patton of  
Carthage; daughter, Rhonda 
Ayers of  Sanford; siblings, 
Margie Hallman of  Gulf, Joan-
nie Collins and Roger Collins, 
both of  Sanford, Cathy Foley 
of  Spring Lake and Dixie Davis 
of  Lillington; 16 grandchildren; 
and one great-grandchild.

Arrangements are by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

WILLIE MAE (PATTISALL) 
WILLIAMS 

Mrs. Willie Mae (Pattisall) 
Williams, 90, of  Pittsboro 
passed away on Friday, Febru-
ary 26, 2021.

Funeral service will be held 
at 12 noon on Thursday, March 
4, 2021, at Knotts Funeral 
Home. Burial followed at Pitts-
boro Community Cemetery. 

A native of  Chatham County, 
she was a member of  Staunton 
Memorial C.M.E. Church.

Survivors include her 
husband, Russell Williams of  
the home; a daughter, Willie 
Ann Pattisall of  Pittsboro; 
three grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren. 

CHARLES ANTHONY 
MCADEN

Charles Anthony McAden, 
65, of  Sanford passed away on 
Sturday, February 20, 2021, at 
Central Carolina Hospital. 

The funeral service was held 
at 3 p.m. Saturday, February 
27, 2021, at the First Calvary 
Baptist Church.

RODNEY LAVAUGHN 
(HEAVY) MARSH

Rodney Lavaughn Marsh, 52 
of  Pittsboro, passed away on 
Tuesday, February 23, 2021, at 
UNC Hospital in Chapel Hill.

A funeral service was held at 
12:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 27, 2021, at Old Cooper 
Brothers General Store. Burial 
followed in Pittsboro Commu-
nity Cemetery. 

ALLEUS HUGH STONE 

Alleus Hugh Stone, age 91, of  
Chapel Hill, died Tuesday, February 
23, 2021, at home. 

Hugh was born in Chatham 
County, North Carolina on February 
18, 1930, to the late Garland Stone 
and Mary Adams Stone. He was 
also preceded in death by one son, 
Gary Stone; one brother, Herman 
Stone; and two half-brothers, Wilson 
Wheeler and Warren Wheeler. Hugh 
graduated from Bells High School in 

1948. Upon graduating high school, he attended UNC for two 
years and was in the ROTC. Hugh was the last living mem-
ber of  his high school graduating class of  1948.

Surviving relatives include his wife, Helen Bunker Stone 
of  Chapel Hill; two sons, Alan Stone and wife Candice of  
Chapel Hill, Marlon Stone and wife Andrea of  Concord, 
N.C.; and six grandchildren, Brittany Stone, Dalton Stone, 
Rodney Stone, Dylan Stone, Briana Stone, and Lauren Stone. 

A graveside service was held Saturday, February 27, 2021, 
at 2 p.m. at Merritt’s Chapel UMC with Rev. Ian Bailey and 
Rev. Ray Gooch presiding. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family asks for memorial contri-
butions to be made in Hugh’s memory to Merritt’s Chapel 
UMC, 1090 Farrington Point Road, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27517.

Condolences may be made at www.donaldsonfunerals.
com.

Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to 
serve the Stone family. 
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Call Julie Cummins
919-524-7476

julieboonecummins@gmail.comjulieboonecummins@gmail.com

It is a “Sellers” Market Now, 
“Catch the Wave”

I CAN SELL YOUR HOME

There are currently 108 Active listings for 
Single Family Homes in Chatham County, 

priced from 60,000 to over 2 Million 
dollars. There are 82 Single Family homes 

under contract. Average Days on Market is 
only 38 days. Planning to sell? Lets Talk.

Come explore Liberty Acres! 
Our 100 acre farm focuses on 
the conservation and education 
of domestic and exotic animals. 
Visit zebras, kangaroos, 
wallabies, camels, lemurs, 
monkeys, foxes, llamas, 
zebu, porcupines, 
coatimundis, and many 
exotic/endangered 
birds. We also off er gem 
mining, scavenger hunts 
and Wriggles reptile cabin. 

8798 Sylvan Road • Liberty, NC 27298
libertyacres.org • 336.264.1680

Regular Hours Tues-Sat 10-5 and Sun 1-5.
Call for tours and special event reservations.

DON’T JUST KINDA TV. DIRECTV.

2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET OFFER: Subject to change. Package consists of all live out-of-market NFL games (based on customer’s service address) broadcast on FOX and CBS. However, games broadcast by your local FOX or CBS affi liate. 
will not be available in NFL SUNDAY TICKET. Games available via remote viewing based on device location. Other conditions apply. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET regular full-season retail price is $293.94. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX 
regular full-season retail price is $395.94. Customers activating CHOICE Package or above or MÁS ULTRA Package or above will be eligible to receive the 2020 season of NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX at no additional cost. NFL SUNDAY TICKET 
subscription will not automatically renew. Only one game may be accessed remotely at any given time. Compatible device/operating system required for online/mobile access. Additional data charges may apply. Visit directv.com/nfl for 
a list of compatible devices/system requirements For full Mix Channel and interactive functionality, HD equipment model H/HR 21 or later is required. NFL, the NFL Shield design and the NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered 
trademarks of the NFL and its affi liates. NFL team names and uniform designs are registered trademarks of the teams indicated. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV 
marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affi liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Get the 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET 
season included at no extra cost.

Req’s you to select offer.

*$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. CHOICE All Included Pkg., monthly service
 and equip. fees for 1 HD DVR & is aft er $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill and $10/mo. bundle discounts for up to 12 mos each. Pay $74.99/mo. + taxes until discount starts w/in 3 bills. New approved 

residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.

Don’t settle for cable. Call now!
Iv Support Holdings LLC

855-653-2438
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No Plan A for Chatham County Schools’ K-5 students — for now
BY HANNAH 
MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The 
Chatham County Schools 
Board of  Education voted 
3-2 against phasing in 
Plan A for EC and K-5 stu-
dents during a specially 
called meeting on Feb. 23.

Board members Jane 
Allen Wilson, Del Turner 
and Melissa Hlavac dis-
sented, with David Hamm 
and Gary Leonard voting 
in favor of  the motion.

Proposed by district ad-
ministration and present-
ed to the board at the Feb. 
23 meeting, the potential 
plan suggested bringing 
Pre-K through 3rd grade 
back under Plan A March 
22, and 4th-5th graders 
on March 29. The plan 
also proposed bringing 
EC and 504 students back 
under Plan A within the 
15-calendar-window re-
quired by Senate Bill 37.

That bill was passed 
by the General Assembly 
two weeks ago and would 
require school systems 
to offer Plan A to special 
needs students and Plan 
A or Plan B to all other 
students. Ultimately, Gov. 
Roy Cooper vetoed the 
bill, writing in a state-
ment on Monday that 
he’d continue working 
with legislators to “make 
sure all of  our children 
and educators are in the 
classroom, in person 
and safe.” Previously, 
he’d criticized the bill for 
not following NCDHHS 
and CDC guidelines on 
social distancing, and for 
removing authority from 
state and local officials in 
cases of  emergencies.

“I’m hesitant to go 
to Plan A at this time,” 
Wilson said at the meet-
ing last Tuesday, “but it 
seems like we’re close. 
And if  we get there, I 
think the administration 
has done a lot to make 

sure we’re ready.”
She added she felt it 

made sense to honor the 
preference of  teachers 
to remain in Plan B, 
given that they haven’t 
had the same level of  
choice as families have 
up to this point — citing 
February survey data 
presented by the district 
Tuesday which showed 
many teachers stated a 
preference for remaining 
in Plan B. That survey 
collected responses 
from 773 of  the systems 
approximately 1,300 staff 
members.

Last Tuesday’s meeting 
was called at the board’s 
regular Feb. 8 meet-
ing, following Gov. Roy 
Cooper “strongly urging” 
in-person instruction — 
recommending Plan A 
for elementary schools 
and Plan B for middle and 
high schools. According 
to state health guidance, 
the difference between the 
two plans is the require-
ment of  six feet of  social 
distancing under Plan B.

At the board’s Feb. 8 
meeting, several mem-
bers expressed concern 
with six feet of  social 
distancing not being 
mandated under Plan A. 
At Tuesday’s meeting, 
the board grappled with 
what its members charac-
terized as conflicting 
messaging from official 
health sources and their 
guidance on the impor-
tance of  distancing. 

Prior to the board’s 
Feb. 23 discussion on 
Plan A, Mike Smith with 
the ABC Science Col-
laborative and Chatham 
County Public Health 
Director Mike Zelek gave 
brief  updates — sharing 
slightly conflicting mes-
sages regarding social 
distancing. While six feet 
of  social distance is ideal, 
Smith said it’s not re-
quired to provide in-per-
son instruction safely.

“There’s really no 
reason to think Plan A is 
less safe than Plan B,” he 
said, adding that the ABC 
Science Collaborative’s 
data from districts follow-
ing Plan A did not show 
higher rates of  transmis-
sion than among schools 
following Plan B.

Smith cited the Cen-
ter for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s Feb. 12 
guidance as support for 
not mandating six feet 
distancing. That CDC 
guidance says schools 
offering in-person learn-
ing should prioritize two 
mitigation strategies: 
universal masking and 
“physical distancing (at 
least six feet) … max-
imized to the greatest 
extent possible.”

“Dr. Smith and I may 
echo a different message 
here, but that’s fine,” 
Zelek began his presenta-
tion, adding that he was 
concerned about schools 
moving forward with a 
plan that doesn’t require 
six feet of  distancing. 
“The messaging has 
been pretty consistent,” 
he said, in stating that 
“physical distancing is a 
pretty key component” in 
schools and beyond.

The district’s presen-
tation regarding Plan A 
considerations said that 
“it will be possible to 
maintain a minimum of  
4 feet of  social distancing 
in all K-5 classrooms,” 
though many classrooms 
could maintain six feet. 
Presenting findings on 
transportation require-
ments and teacher work-
loads, the district said 
it felt prepared to open 
safely under Plan A. 

CCS also reached out 
to district principals 
before the meeting, who 
conveyed concerns with 
physical spacing, contact 
tracing challenges, tran-
sitions between Virtual 
Academy and face-to-face 

instruction and increased 
staff stress under Plan A. 
Assistant Supt. of  Aca-
demic Services & Instruc-
tional Support Amanda 
Hartness said while 
workloads would often 
decrease for teachers 
under Plan A, the plan 
would still require more 
planning than normal. 

Hartness advised the 
board to continue to keep 
the mid-week planning 
day in place for teachers 
under either plan, citing 
survey results which 
showed 92% of  respon-
dents said they’d prefer 
a 4-day in-person week 
with an at-home planning 
day under Plan A. Just 
8% said they’d prefer a 
5-day in-person week.

“I think right now 
the biggest way we can 
support our teachers is to 
continue to have that day 
for planning,” Hartness 
told the board.

In a response to a 
survey question about 
what to “include or take 
away to improve (CCS) 
COVID-19 safety pro-
tocols,” staff said they 
wanted to maintain six 
feet of  distance, increase 
protocol enforcement and 
requested better hand 

sanitizer and more masks, 
gloves and face shields.

Following a brief  
period of  questions and 
discussion, Chairperson 
Gary Leonard made a 
motion to accept the 
district’s plan as present-
ed; Hamm seconded the 
motion.

After Turner and Wil-
son expressed discomfort 
in moving to Plan A at 
this point, Hlavac agreed, 
adding that she wouldn’t 
feel comfortable making 
decisions about a plan 
she would feel uncom-
fortable making for her 
own children.

“I don’t want us to get 
too ahead of  ourselves,” 
she said.

After the motion failed 
3-2, Leonard called for a 
motion to adjourn. There 

was no discussion on 
when another meeting 
about Plan A will take 
place, but the board’s next 
regular meeting is March 
8. On social media, several 
CCS parents in support 
of  moving to Plan A have 
shared posts encouraging 
others to “come show the 
BOE that our kids need 
School not Screens” at the 
March 8 meeting, calling 
on parents to arrive early 
at the meeting at Horton 
Middle School.

This story was orig-
inally posted on cha-
thamnewsrecord.com 
and has been updated.

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached 
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.

Gov. Cooper ends N.C. curfew, 
moves up vaccine schedule
BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

Citing the “significant and sustained 
improvements” of N.C. COVID-19 met-
rics, Gov. Roy Cooper announced at a 
news conference last Wednesday he’d lift 
the statewide modified stay-at-home 10 
p.m. curfew order and ease several other 
restrictions, effective 5 p.m. last Friday.

Those restrictions include the expan-
sion for many businesses to operate at 
50% capacity, the opening of  bars and 
taverns and increased mass gathering 
limits to 25 indoors and 50 outdoors.

“Easing these restrictions will only 
work if  we keep protecting ourselves 
and others from this deadly virus,” 
Cooper said. “The order and our own 
common sense say that health and safe-
ty protocols must remain in place.”

At a press conference this Tuesday, 
Cooper announced that frontline essen-
tial workers would be eligible for vacci-
nations beginning Wednesday, March 3. 
This group includes first responders and 
emergency responders, grocery store 
workers, manufacturing personnel, gov-
ernment workers and clergy. He’d previ-
ously said these essential workers would 
be eligible March 10, when he said school 
staff would be eligible Feb. 24. On Tues-
day, Cooper said Group 4 vaccinations 
would be moved up as well to March 24 — 
for people who have a medical condition 
that puts them at a higher risk or who 
live in “certain congregate settings.”

The expedited timeline follows an 
expected increase in state vaccine supply, 
Cooper said, as well as the approval of  
the Johnson & Johnson one-shot vaccine. 

“Our essential frontline workers have 
remained on the job throughout this 
pandemic and I am grateful for their 
work,” he said Tuesday.

At last week’s presser, Cooper said the 
statewide mask mandate will remain in 
place, but any businesses are now able to 
open at 50% capacity including gyms, mu-
seums, aquariums, barbers, pools, outdoor 
amusement parks, restaurants, breweries 
and wineries and more. The time for end-
ing on-site service of alcohol moved to 11 
p.m. — that time was previously 9 p.m.

Some businesses limited to operating 
outdoors at 30% capacity will stay at 
that capacity, last week’s order said, but 
will no longer have a 100-person cap. 
Removing the 100-person cap will allow 
higher attendance in places such as 
sports fields and venues, stadiums, out-
door bars, outdoor amusement parks 
and more. Bars and taverns will open at 

30%, the first indoor opening since the 
beginning of  the pandemic.

“There’s been a positive effect, and I 
think people deserve a pat on the back,” 
Cooper said in response to a media 
question about compliance with state 
protocol and restrictions.

The executive order is set to expire at 
5 p.m. on March 26 unless the governor 
acts to extend it.

Cooper also spoke about schools at last 
week’s press conference, highlighting 
that last Wednesday was the first day 
state educators were able to get vaccinat-
ed. He spoke about the return to in-per-
son K-12 instruction, citing his Feb. 2 
recommendation that in-person learning 
can happen safely when state protocol is 
followed. Over the next few weeks, 96% of  
the state’s public schools will offer some 
form of in-person instruction, he said. 

He also addressed Senate Bill 37, 
passed by the General Assembly last 
week, which requires school systems 
to offer Plan A to special needs stu-
dents and Plan A or Plan B to all other 
students. At Wednesday’s press confer-
ence, he said he’s told legislators he’d 
sign a bill like Senate Bill 37 if  they 
“fixed it” to require schools to follow 
DHHS guidance and preserve emergen-
cy authority for state and local officials.

“I’ll be glad to sign a bill if they send me 
one like that,” he said. Cooper vetoed the 
bill on Friday, and in a statement on Mon-
day said he’d continue to work with legisla-
tors to make sure all students and teachers 
can safely attend in-person school.

As vaccine distribution continues 
and metrics improve, Cooper said 
last Wednesday that the state is still 
encouraging employers to offer remote 
working whenever possible. Citing the 
continued short supply of  vaccines and 
new COVID-19 variants, he encouraged 
North Carolinians to “keep doing the 
things we know work” — practicing 
social distancing, washing of  hands and 
wearing masks.

“Today’s action is a show of  confi-
dence and trust, but we must remain 
cautious,” Cooper said last week. “Peo-
ple are losing their loved ones each day. 
Many of  us are weary, but we cannot let 
the weariness win. Now is the time to 
put our strength and resilience to work 
so we can continue to turn the corner.”

This story was originally posted on cha-
thamnewsrecord.com and has been updated.

Reporter Hannah McClellan can be 
reached at hannah@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter at @HannerMcClellan.
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process of  redrawing dis-
tricts so that each district 
has roughly the same 
number of  people,” de-
mographer Blake Essels-
tyn told Siler City’s board 
of  commissioners last 
month. “And in order to 
do that you need to have 
accurate numbers about 
the number of  people in 

each census block.”
There are 62 munici-

palities statewide with 
2021 elections scheduled 
that organize by districts 
or wards, according to 
NCSBE Election Com-
munication Specialist 
Noah Grant. Of  those, 
35 — including Siler City 
and Cary (which has 
more than 3,000 Chatham 
voters) — elect town rep-
resentatives from within 
each district. The other 

27 “use districts or wards 
but don’t elect people 
by them,” Grant said. 
“They use them for filing 
purposes.”

State law requires that 
people running for office 
in towns with districts 
or wards file for candida-
cy between July 26 and 
August 13.

“If they are redistricting,” 
Grant said, “those munici-
palities must complete the 
process by July 21,” accord-

ing to current statute.
Under normal circum-

stances, the U.S. Census 
Bureau would have de-
livered its latest data by 
March, affording towns 
and boards of  election 
enough time to redistrict 
and revise voter clas-
sifications in advance 
of  the July deadlines. 
Citing “COVID-19-related 
delays,” however, the 
Census Bureau an-
nounced this month that 
it could not provide states 
with census results until 
September — well after 
2021 filing should have 
taken place.

That creates an irrec-
oncilable conundrum for 
municipal governments.

“We have identified 
that it is a two-month 
process for us to complete 
what’s necessary once we 
receive district informa-
tion,” Bell said in the 
committee meeting. “... 
That two-month process 
is necessary for us to get 
the right filing done as 
well as the correct voting 
districts for voters and 
the correct ballot styles.” 

Given the timeline, “we 
cannot carry out those 
elections if  we do not 
have the proper districts 
for them to do the filing 
in July,” Bell added.

County boards of  elec-
tion need time, as well, 
to analyze redistricted 

municipalities in advance 
of  town elections. 

“And we just wouldn’t 
have enough,” said 
Chance Mashburn, an 
elections specialist at the 
Chatham County Board 
of  Elections. 

Many North Carolina 
towns, such as Pittsboro, 
do not operate according 
to districts or wards, but 
Bell urged the legislators 
to postpone all 2021 elec-
tions to maintain uni-
formity and avoid voter 
confusion.

If  the General As-
sembly chooses to delay 
municipal elections, it’s 
unclear how successive 
abnormalities will be 
resolved.

“I’m very concerned 
about one point,” said 
Rep. Frank Iler (R-Dist. 
17) in response to Bell’s 
presentation. Citing the 
two-year terms that are 
common for municipal 
officials, he worried that 
“we’re talking about 
having a three-year term 
and a one-year term, or 
some confusing conglom-
eration if  we push those 
back.”

Bell did not offer 
recommendations for 
addressing such con-
cerns in the meeting last 
Wednesday, but prom-
ised to further detail the 
NCSBE’s plan before the 
General Assembly moves 

to enact any changes. 
If  state legislators do 

not postpone them, 2021 
elections will have to fol-
low current district map-
ping, according to House 
Minority Leader Robert 
Reives II (D-Dist. 54). 

“The two options that 
I’ve heard of,” he told 
the News + Record, “are 
either pushing it back a 
year or to run on the old 
maps and then draw the 
districts and run a new 
election the very next 
year.”

Both solutions have 
their merit, said Reives, 
whose district includes 
Chatham and parts of  
Durham County, and 
neither seems to have 
gained more traction on 
the General Assembly 
floor than the other.

“I think it just hasn’t 
gotten much attention 
yet,” he said.

Legislators will have 
to act soon, though, to 
authorize a solution.

“With the census data 
not coming in until Sep-
tember, that’s too late to 
make a decision,” Reives 
said. “So, really, in my 
mind, you have to have 
a decision in by June or 
July.” 

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com 
and on Twitter @dldolder.

ELECTIONS
Continued from page A1

pandemic hit in March, she was forced 
to pivot, focusing on her online pres-
ence and using her Instagram account 
to advertise and sell products with a 
really personal approach.

As other small businesses struggled 
to stay afloat during the challenges 
presented by the pandemic, geekchic-
fashion flourished — growing sales by 
400 percent last year. As a result of  this 
growth, Weber was able to move into 
a new studio on Main Street Pittsboro 
last month, and soon, she’ll hire the 
company’s first part-time employee.

“I’m at a point in my business where 
I’m the bottleneck, right? Like I can 
only sell as much as I can make, and I 
can only make as much as I have time 
to make,” Weber said, adding that she 
didn’t feel safe hiring and bringing 
someone into her former home stu-
dio. “Right now it’s just me — it’s a 
one-woman shop, Lysandra does every-
thing. I’m really excited about hiring 
my first employee and being able to do 
that safely during the pandemic.”

Weber’s blanket scarves — made from 
colorful and soft 100% cotton fabric — 
are extremely popular among custom-
ers, along with the slippers she designed 
this year in an effort to sustainably use 
the scraps from her blanket scarves to 
make something new and comfy.

“I’m actually wearing a pair of  them 
right now — I love them,” she said with 
a laugh.

Another new product has been wide-
ly popular: her patterned masks. Weber 
started making masks at the beginning 
of  the pandemic to donate to health fa-
cilities, but soon shifted to selling them 
once the CDC began advising everyone 
to mask in public. She’s made masks 
featuring Ruth Bader Ginsburg, “Mad-

am Vice President” Kamala Harris and 
Georgia politician and activist Stacey 
Abrams — for children and for adults.

With all the growth of  her business, 
“there have been long nights,” Weber 
said. When she had the huge spike of  
customers in June, and in the holidays, 
she said she and her husband set up a 
shipping statement in his office. Still, 
managing a growing business while 
also homeschooling her 5- and 7-year-
old children is a “special adventure.”

“It was incredibly tricky,” she said. 
“I think time management was the 
hardest part. Because I am trying to be 
present for my children … not only was 
I trying to run this business that was 
growing by leaps and bounds, I’m also 
trying to teach my children at home.”

Being unafraid to adjust has been 
crucial.

“I’ve made more facemasks than I 
can count, like so many,” she laughed. 

“If  you’d asked me six years ago, when I 
started this business, if  I thought that’s 
what I would be making, I would’ve 
told you no — but being flexible in your 
business is really important.”

So whether it’s making unique masks, 
or “answering a million questions” over 
Instagram direct messaging, Weber will 
keep looking for ways to pivot to serve 
customers and grow her business. And 
in-between all of  that — plus completing 
the move into her new studio — Weber 
also hopes to launch some addition-
al collections this year, bringing her 
sketchbook of ideas to life after months 
of  delay due to the pandemic.

Weber always knew she wanted to 
own a business. She’s been to business 
school twice and always had high aspi-
rations. In high school, she remembers 
being told to write her future job down 
on a name card for a class.

Hers read: “CEO of a major corporation.”

“Maybe that corporation will be my 
own,” Weber laughed.

“To be in my own studio now and in 
the process of  hiring my first employee, 
it feels really amazing,” she added. “It’s 
a bizarre time to be doing that, because I 
do acknowledge that a lot of  businesses, 
they have not survived last year. But I’m 
incredibly thankful for my customers 
and for my friends and family who stuck 
around and have supported my business 
and kept shopping small so that a lot of  
small businesses can stay around. And 
I’m excited about what is to come.” 

Reporter Hannah McClellan can be 
reached at hannah@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter at @HannerMcClellan.

GEEKCHICFASHION
Continued from page A1

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

A rack of the patterns Weber uses to create her geekchic clothing items. In 
recent months, her most popular producs have been her handmade masks 
and blanket scarf slippers.
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Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Weber’s serger machines, which she 
uses most often, sit on one table 
with various spools of thread. Her 
sales went up 400% during the 
pandemic
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attractions included a classic car 
show and a beer garden.

Town staff anticipated a yet 
grander event for 2020 — expanding 
the one-day event into a three-day 
palooza, scheduled April 30-May 2. 

But then came COVID. 
Big plans were derailed overnight. 

The festival would have featured a 
Ferris wheel, fair rides, a rock wall, 
rows of  food vendors and live music 
groups. The Embers, featuring Craig 
Woolard — a feel-good music group 
listed in the South Carolina Beach 
Music Hall of  Fame — were sched-
uled to headline the performances. 

But statewide coronavirus restric-
tions prohibited any sort of  in-per-
son event, let alone a mass gathering 
such as the Spring Chicken Festival.   

After 2020’s festival was canceled, 
town department leaders — notably 
Parks and Recreation Director Jack 
Clelland — and the Siler City board 
of  commissioners hoped to make 
up for the lost year with a no-holds-
barred “third annual” Spring Chick-
en Festival in 2021 (though it would 
more technically be the second 
biennial festival.) 

Well, 2021 has arrived, and the 
pandemic is still here. So what can 
you expect of  this year’s festival?

Probably a virtual event. 
In the board of  commissioners’ 

regular meeting on Monday, Clelland 
suggested the commissioners consid-
er a remote festival to avoid suspend-
ing the tradition another year. 

“To adhere to NCDHHS COVID-19 
guidelines, mass-gathering man-

dates, and to avoid possible cancel-
ation again this year,” he wrote in a 
memorandum included in the board’s 
agenda, “Parks and Recreation staff 
has explored the opportunity to offer 
the 2021 festival as a virtual event.”

The program — scheduled for May 
1 — would include many of the same 
features planned for the live festival: 
musical performances, highlights 
of  downtown Siler City and other 
entertainment. Instead of  three days 
worth of  activity, the program would 
last about three hours.

“Being able to offer something to 
the community is very important to 
us,” Clelland told the News + Record, 
“being able to engage and to get some 
eyes on Siler City.” 

A virtual event would fall short of  
ideal, he said, but might offer some 
unique advantages over in-person 
gatherings.

“Perhaps we can bring some people 
in who wouldn’t be able to attend in 
person,” Clelland said. “So maybe we 
reach out further in the state or across 
state lines and some people learn some 
more about Siler City and might visit 
us next year for the live event.”

Recording the event in advance 
would also permit Siler City residents 
and any interested attendees from 
around the world to view the program 
at their leisure, whenever they want.

“It would be something that would 
be archived on our website, or saved 
so that people can revisit at another 
time,” Clelland said. “So maybe you 
couldn’t catch it that Saturday, but 
maybe that Sunday you and your fam-
ily could sit down and watch it or go 
back and find your favorite parts of it.”

Clelland was careful to emphasize, 
though, that a virtual event has not 

yet been approved. That decision 
falls to the town’s board of  commis-
sioners who could not arrive at a 
consensus in Monday’s meeting.

“I’m not trying to be critical about 
what you’re trying to do, but to me, 
if  you’re going to have a chicken 
festival, it doesn’t need to be virtual,” 
said Mayor Pro Tem Cindy Bray. “... 
We need to have it when people can 
come. We need to do it downtown.”

Hopeful that vaccine distribution 
would permit the state to reopen 
fully before 2022, Bray suggested 
postponing the Spring Chicken Festi-
val until summer.

“A virtual chicken festival just 
doesn’t seem right to me,” she said. 

In contrast, Commissioner Bill 
Haiges suspected state restrictions 
will not permit mass gatherings by 
year’s end.

“My concern is that by moving it out 
to August, we may not even have the 
guidance from the governor to allow 
an in-person gathering that large.”

While he “would love to have an 
in-person chicken festival,” Haiges 
recommended proceeding with the 
virtual event in lieu of further delay.

The commissioners are expected 
to further deliberate in coming board 
meetings, but whatever their deci-
sion, Clelland says it will prioritize 
resident safety.

“We want everybody to stay safe,” 
he said. “We’re going to try to oper-
ate and provide what opportunities 
we can safely ... Hopefully once all 
this is over, we’ll be back to normal 
and get back to rocking and rolling.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be 
reached at dldolder@chathamnr.com 
and on Twitter @dldolder.

FESTIVAL
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Rolling up the 
sleeves for our 

families
BY ALIRIO ESTEVEZ

Special to the  
News + Record

Editor’s note: Alirio 
Estevez is an ESL teacher 
at Siler City Elementary 
School. He received his 
first dose of  the Moderna 
vaccine last Friday with 
the Chatham County 
Public Health Department 
in Pittsboro.

As he talked, I could 
picture my father strug-
gling to supply oxygen 
to his lungs. He could 
hardly articulate two 
syllables together. I was 
worried. My father was 
trying to let me know he 
had COVID. 

I felt impotent. There 
was nothing I could do to 
help him. He lives 2,000 
miles away in a city in 
Colombia. Neither my 
siblings nor I could travel 
since every airport in 
Colombia was closed to 
the world. And even if  I 
could, what would I do? I 
have no medical training 
and my presence would 
only create more incon-
veniences. 

COVID had become 
personal. It became 
even more person-
al when last De-
cember a beloved 
friend of  mine 
passed away 
due to this 
pandemic. 
My father 
survived. 
She did 
not.

As I 
was getting ready to 
get the first dose of  
the Moderna COVID 
vaccine last Friday, I 
thought of  my friend 
and my father. If  this 
marvel of  modern 
science and technolo-
gy had been available 
three months ago, she 
would have taken it and 
would be here with us 
and with her students. 
My father wouldn’t 
have had to suffer alone 
in his house surround-
ed just by the TV and 
newspapers. I felt 
guilty because I would 
have the privilege to 
be inoculated against 
this deadly virus while 
they didn’t. But also 
I felt excited because 
it would mean that 
normalcy was getting 
closer, so our students, 
my students, would 
go back to our schools 
every weekday and my 
own children wouldn’t 
have to worry about my 
health. It would also 
give me the opportunity 
to show the community 

how safe COVID vac-
cines are.

Sadly, misinformation 
has been prevalent in 
these pandemic times. 
Social media such as 
Facebook, Twitter, Tik-
Tok, WhatsApp, among 
others, have amplified 
falsehoods and lies that 
have decreased trust in 
science. For instance, my 
mother, who is 67 and 
had a part of  her lung 
removed two years ago, 
was reluctant to take any 
vaccine since her friends 
and relatives have told 
her that it was unsafe, 
that it caused other dis-
eases. Several of  my stu-
dents have told me that 
their parents will not 
get the vaccine because 
nobody knows what’s in 
it. I’ve heard reports that 
some people believe that 
the vaccines will make 
people infertile. Even 
in California a group of  
anti-vaxxers disrupted a 
vaccination event claim-
ing a number of  dubious 
reasons. These false-
hoods can lead to grave 
consequences in our 
communities, especially 
among minorities.

African Americans 
and Latinos have 
been dispropor-
tionately hurt by 

COVID-19. 
A high 
percentage 

have been 
ill, hospi-
talized and 
suc-
cumbed to 
this illness 

due to the 
lack of  health insurance, 
low income, high-risk 
jobs and structural 
racism. We must do ev-
erything we can to reach 
out to them and provide 
them with the vaccines 
that will allow them to go 
back to work, study and 
live safely. 

As a Latino, I know 
that our community 
trusts teachers quite a 
lot. If  they see that we 
teachers take the shot 
with confidence, they 
will feel safe. They will 
trust the vaccine and 
science. They will be 
more willing to receive 
the vaccine when it is 
their turn. They will 
leave their misgivings 
aside. That is what was 
on my mind when I took 
the shot. I wanted to 
show our families that 
the vaccines are safe and 
that they will lead us to 
a sense of  normalcy.

I rolled up my sleeve 
for my students, for our 
families and for our com-
munity.

FIRST PERSON NEWS BRIEFS

Nominations open for 2021  
North Carolina Award 

RALEIGH — Governor Roy Cooper is encourag-
ing North Carolinians to nominate individuals for 
the 2021 North Carolina Award, the highest civilian 
honor bestowed by the state. The nomination peri-
od is open from now through April 15. 

“This award is a great opportunity to celebrate the 
best of  North Carolina and the resilient, generous 
spirit that defines our state,” Gov. Cooper said.

Created by the General Assembly in 1961 and admin-
istered by the North Carolina Department of Natural 
and Cultural Resources, the award recognizes “notable 
accomplishments by North Carolina citizens” in the 
fields of literature, science, fine arts and public service.

Award nominations may be submitted by anyone 
and must include a completed nomination form, cover 
letter, three letters of support and the nominee’s 
biography or resume. Additional letters of support and 
examples of the nominee’s work will also be accepted.

Applications may be submitted online or materials 
can be sent to the North Carolina Awards Committee, 
N.C. Department of Natural and Cultural Resources, 
4601 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, N.C. 27699-4600. 

The North Carolina Awards Committee will review 
the nominations and make its selections this summer. 
The recipients will be honored later this year. Past 
award recipients have included some of the country’s 
most distinguished artists, poets, writers, performers, 
journalists, scientists and public servants.

Previous awardees include Maya Angelou, Doc 
Watson, William Friday, Gertrude Elion, Branford 
Marsalis and other noteworthy North Carolinians.

Information on the award and the online nomina-

tion process are available here. To receive forms by 
mail or e-mail contact Jennifer Fontes at Jennifer.
fontes@ncdcr.gov or (919) 814-6756.

Library presents ‘Museum of Bad Art: 
Tough Times – Having a Bad Day to 

Dystopian Apocalypse’

PITTSBORO — Residents are invited to join the Cha-
tham Community Library for a virtual program with 
Michael Frank of the Museum of Bad Art (MOBA) as he 
presents “Tough Times — Having a Bad Day to Dystopian 
Apocalypse” from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 13.

Art is known for helping get people through 
difficult times. In this presentation, MOBA explores 
some of  the ways that artists react to both small and 
large, real and imagined, disasters.  

Frank, the Curator in Chief of the Museum of Bad Art, 
is an acolyte who studied under the strict tutelage of the 
founding Esteemed Curator. Frank now heads the entire 
department. His appointment was due to his record of con-
tributing more art to MOBA than anyone other than the 
Esteemed Curator, and because he already had a tuxedo. A 
professional musician and entertainer with enviable bal-
loon-twisting skills, Frank lives in Boston, Massachusetts. 

Individuals interested in participating in the program 
may contact Chatham Community Library Branch Man-
ager Rita Van Duinen at rita.vanduinen@chathamlibrar-
ies.org for virtual meeting instructions and link. 

This program is free and open to the public and 
is made possible with the generous support of  the 
Friends of  the Chatham Community Library.

— Cn+R staff reports

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Alirio Estevez, 51, receives his first dose of 
Moderna vaccine in Pittsboro. Denise Jones, the 
school nurse at Northwood and Chatham School 
of Science & Engineering, administers the shot.
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prevention 
I S  T H E  B E S T  M E D I C I N E

Where should you have your
colon cancer screening?

1 2

3

Which of the following cancers  
can be prevented with screening?
(a) Prostate  (b) Breast  (c) Colon

Both breast and prostate cancer are diagnosed 
after cancer has already formed. In the colon, 
polyps form before cells become canercous.

At what age should you get a 
colon cancer screening?

If you have a family history of colon cancer, you may 
need to be tested at a younger age.

• State of the Art Facilities
• High Patient Satisfaction 
• Medicare Certified 

• BCBS Tier One Centers
• Two Locations

MARCH IS 
NATIONAL 
COLORECTAL 
CANCER 
MONTH



BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

GREENSBORO — It’s easy 
to gloss over a league that gets 
little publicity; one that’s often 
overshadowed by its public and 
private school counterparts.

That doesn’t mean you should.
While the North Carolinians 

for Home Education Athletic 
Commission (NCHEAC, for home-
schoolers) isn’t the NCHSAA (for 
public schools) or the NCISAA (for 
private schools), the competition is 
on par with the best of them.

Saturday’s NCHEAC Basket-
ball State Championships illus-
trated that, having everything 
you’d expect from a state title 
game: an electric atmosphere, 
an unexpected comeback, an 
overtime thriller, winning 
teams holding up banners at 
mid-court and family photo ops.

The Chatham Thunder 
varsity girls defeated the South 
Wake Sabres on Saturday, 45-40 
in overtime, to capture their 
first-ever NCHEAC state bas-
ketball championship after a 
wild fourth-quarter comeback.

“(I’m) very emotional. I’m 

proud of my seniors,” said Justin 
Brooks, head coach of the Cha-
tham Thunder. “I’ve been coach-
ing them for a long time. I started 
out with them in middle school 
and I’ve been coaching some of  
these girls for seven years. It was 

a great team win and a great 
game for the fans to watch.”

Hosted at Shining Light 
Academy in Greensboro, the 
gym was packed with hundreds 
of  loud, passionate fans despite 
Gov. Cooper’s Executive Order 

195, which limits indoor sports 
venues to 30% capacity.

With 2:30 remaining in the 
contest, the Sabres held a sev-
en-point lead, 35-28, after going 
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Don’t go 
toward the 

Shining 
Light

If there was ever a near-per-
fect embodiment of life pre-pan-
demic versus life mid-pan-

demic, my 
Saturday 
was just 
that.

I got the 
opportuni-
ty to cover 
two wom-
en’s playoff 
basketball 
games 
within a 

four-hour time-frame — the 
NCHEAC state title game, 
featuring the Chatham 
Home School Thunder, 
and the NCHSAA 3A Elite 
8 matchup between North-
wood and Person.

Despite the short time in 
between, my experiences 
were drastically different.

Walking into the gym for 
one of  the five home school 
state championship games 
being played that day at 
Shining Light Academy 
— a K-12 Christian school 
in Greensboro — was like 
entering a past life.

It felt like sporting events 
of  old, long before Rudy 
Gobert’s positive coronavi-
rus test stopped sports in its 
tracks on March 11, 2020.

Or was it 1920? At this 
point, I’d believe either one.

If you’ve ever been to an 
AAU basketball tournament, it 
had that vibe. The stands were 
full of passionate fans sitting 
in massive clusters, yelling 
during the game and socializ-
ing during breaks, while other 
teams waited along the side of  
the bleachers for the buzzer 
to sound so they could start 
warming up for their game.

The Thunder’s game was an 
overtime thriller, one that saw 
them come back from a sev-
en-point deficit late in the game 
to ultimately win the state title.

The crowd was row-
dy, loud and large. If  you 
had been just listening, I 
wouldn’t have blamed you 
if  you mistook it for Game 
7 of  the NBA Finals in the 
Staples Center. 

It was everything you want 
in an important, nail-biting 
championship game.

That is, if it wasn’t March 
2021 in North Carolina — a 
state still neck-deep in the same 
pandemic that Gobert became 
the face of (in the sports world, 
anyway) nearly 365 days ago.

If there were any restric-
tions in place or guidelines 
being followed, I wasn’t privy 
to them. Aside from the emcee 
— who led the room in prayer 
and introduced starting line-
ups before the games — saying 
that everyone in attendance 
should be wearing face cover-
ings, I saw or heard nothing 
related to the pandemic.

No signs, no markers, no 
seats blocked off, nothing.

Some of the players on the 
court and benches were wear-
ing masks. Others weren’t.

Some of the fans in the 
stands were wearing masks; 
many others either weren’t or 
had them pulled down around 
their chin as they spoke to 
their friends.

VICTOR 
HENSLEY
Sports Editor

See LIGHT, page B2

NCHSAA releases final draft of 2021-25 conference realignment plan
BY VICTOR HENSLEY

News + Record Staff

CHAPEL HILL — Opponents are 
going to look a lot different for Cha-
tham-area schools later this year.

The NCHSAA recently released the fi-
nal draft of its 2021-25 conference realign-
ment plan, set to go into effect on Aug. 1.

The plan has Chatham Central (1A) and 
Jordan-Matthews (2A) in Conference 14, 
along with Seaforth (2A), Pittsboro’s newest 

high school opening in the fall of this year.
Jordan-Matthews, as a member of the 

PAC 7 2A conference, is used to playing an 
all-Randolph conference schedule, with the 
exception of Guilford’s T.W. Andrews. Under 
this plan, J-M will face two Chatham oppo-
nents, including rival Chatham Central, with 
an entirely different conference schedule.

Aside from North Moore, which is pres-
ently in the Yadkin Valley 1A conference 
with the Bears, Chatham Central’s confer-
ence opponents will also drastically shift.

Chatham Charter and Woods Char-
ter, both 1A, are slated to remain 
together, just as they are in the Central 
Tar Heel 1A, though the plan has their 
new conference, Conference 13, shrink-
ing from nine teams to six teams. 

The plan will keep Clover Garden, 
River Mill and Southern Wake with the 
Knights and Wolves, while adding Tri-
angle Math and Science as their only 
new conference opponent.

Northwood (3A) has been placed 

in Conference 25, which looks much 
different with Chapel Hill, East Chapel 
Hill and Northern Durham all moving 
up to the 4A classification.

The Chargers’ only similar opponents 
from the Big Eight 3A conference will 
be Cedar Ridge and Orange, the other 
four teams are new to Northwood’s 
conference schedule.

The NCHSAA Board of Directors will 

CONFERENCE REALIGNMENT

Jets’ comeback falls short against T.W. 
Andrews in ‘crazy’ season opener
BY VICTOR HENSLEY

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — After a disappointing 2-9 
season in 2019, Jordan-Matthews’ main goal 
for this year was simply to be competitive. 

It’s clear they’re taking that goal seriously.
Jordan-Matthews opened up its football 

season with a home loss to the T.W. Andrews 
Red Raiders, 34-26, on Thursday. But while this 
game’s result is getting thrown into the loss col-
umn, there was plenty to be excited about for 
the Jets, who came back from a 14-point deficit 
in the fourth quarter to tie the game and were a 
play or two away from sending it to overtime.

“Just super proud of  the kids, man,” 
said Sam Spencer, the Jets’ second-year 
head coach. “It’s the best effort I’ve seen 
since I’ve been at Jordan-Matthews … 
What a crazy game.”

To set the stage, with 9:27 to play in the 
fourth quarter, T.W. Andrews scored a 
defensive touchdown after a snap sailed 
over the head of  Jets’ senior quarterback 
Xavier Woods at the J-M 21-yard-line, with 

players on both teams fighting for it as it 
rolled into the end zone — where a Red 
Raiders defender hopped on it for six.

That play made it 26-12 in favor of T.W. An-
drews, capping off the Red Raiders’ 26-0 run 
and making it a two-touchdown ballgame 
after the Jets held a 12-0 lead in the first half.

Jordan-Matthews appeared deflated.
Enter Eral Jones.
The senior — who plays both defensive end 

and tight end — made three massive plays on 
both sides of the ball to get his team back into it.

One: After the Red Raiders’ second defen-
sive touchdown, the Jets went three-and-
out and punted to T.W. Andrews’ 31-yard-
line. Two plays later, Jones stripped the Red 
Raiders’ quarterback on a pass attempt and 
J-M senior wide receiver/defensive back 
Jayden Davis recovered at the 22-yard-line.

Two: On the very next play, Woods rolled 
to his right and fired to the end zone, find-
ing a wide-open Jones for a 22-yard score. 
The Jets couldn’t get the two-point conver-
sion, but it put them within one possession 
at 26-18 with 6:23 left to play.

Three: On the next T.W. Andrews drive, 

T.W. ANDREWS 34, JORDAN-MATTHEWS 26

See JETS, page B2

Thunder overcome 7-point deficit to down 
South Wake in NCHEAC state title game

CHATHAM THUNDER 45, SOUTH WAKE SABRES 40

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Chatham Thunder teammates and coaching staff pose with the championship banner after 
defeating South Wake, 45-40, to win the NCHEAC varsity girls state title on Saturday. This 
is the Thunder’s first-ever varsity girls championship.

See THUNDER, page B3

Final Four bound: Chargers punch first-ever 
ticket to state semifinals 

NORTHWOOD 49, PERSON 37

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

Note: This story was originally 
published online on Sunday. Tues-
day’s men’s and women’s playoff 
basketball games began after 
press time for this edition; check 
www.chathamnewsrecord.com 
or follow us @ChathamNRSports 
for the latest updates. State title 
games will be contested Saturday.

PITTSBORO — The Char-
gers continue to add to their 
historic resume.

Northwood punched its ticket to 
the NCHSAA Women’s 3A Final 

Four with a 49-37 victory over the 
16th-seeded Person Rockets on 
Saturday, becoming the first wom-
en’s sports team in school history 
to make it to a state semifinal.

While the victory gives the 
Northwood community plenty of  
reasons to celebrate, Chargers’ 
head coach Cameron Vernon 
sounded unsatisfied after the 
game, upset with the way his team 
played despite the double-digit win.

“The team that deserved it 
and wanted it more didn’t win 
tonight. It was Person High 

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

The entire Northwood women’s basketball team celebrates 
after punching their ticket to the NCHSAA Women’s 3A 
Final Four. They’re the first women’s team at Northwood to 
advance to a state semifinal. See CHARGERS, page B2

See NCHSAA, page B2

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Jets’ senior WR/DB Jayden Davis 
(blue) recovers a fumble in his team’s 
loss to T.W. Andrews on Thursday. 
Davis also had two blocked punts on 
the night.
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vote on the proposal’s 
final draft sometime this 
month after hearing any 
final appeals “based on 
procedural errors,” which 
will determine if anything 
changes between now and 
Aug. 1.

The full proposed confer-
ences for the six Chatham 
schools are as follows:

Conference 13 (1A)
• Chatham Charter
• Clover Garden
• River Mill
• Southern Wake Academy
• Triangle Math and 

Science
• Woods Charter

Conference 14 
(1A/2A)

• Chatham Central (1A)
• North Moore (1A)
• Bartlett Yancey (2A)
• Cummings (2A)
• Graham (2A)
• Jordan-Matthews (2A)
• Seaforth (2A)

Conference 25 (3A)

• Cedar Ridge
• Eastern Alamance
• Northwood
• Orange
• Person
• Western Alamance
• Williams

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter at @Frezeal33.

NCHSAA
Continued from page B1

School,” said Vernon. “I think 
they came out and they were more 
aggressive, they were hungrier, they 
were getting up and down the court. 
We looked like we had weights on 
our feet … To be one game away 
from the Final Four and give the 
kind of effort we (did), we’re just 
very fortunate that we were a little 
taller, maybe a little more skilled.”

Strictly looking at size and ath-
leticism, this was a game North-
wood should have run away with.

It was clear which team was more 
talented, yet, the first three quarters 
saw Person hanging around, taking 
a lead, 29-28, as late as halfway 
through the third period.

In the first half, the Chargers were 
forcing turnovers but were unable 
to capitalize on many of them as the 
Rockets continued to defend well, 
especially along the perimeter.

The energy that Northwood had 
for the previous two playoff games 
simply wasn’t there to start the 
game. Offensive possessions were 
coming up empty. Players and 
coaches seemed frustrated. 

While it felt like the Chargers 
were never in any real danger to 
lose, the score was close, with Per-
son taking the lead four separate 
times in the first half.

With six minutes to go in the second 
quarter, Vernon called a timeout, 
visibly upset at his team — he could be 
heard yelling in the huddle throughout 
the mostly empty gym. The speech 
riled up the 25 fans in attendance, who 
truly got loud for the first time all night.

“The reason why I was upset is 
you can tell we weren’t engaged in 
the game because Jilly (McNaught) 
fell on the floor and I had four girls 
that stood there and watched her sit 
on the ground,” said Vernon.  “When 
a girl goes down, we’re supposed to 

run and help her up. So that’s when 
I knew we weren’t engaged for this 
game and that was really disturbing 
for me to see out of my girls.”

After that timeout, the energy in 
the building picked up a little bit, 
but it wasn’t until the second half  
that the tide truly began turning in 
Northwood’s favor.

The game’s X-factor was 
Northwood sophomore forward 
Te’Keyah Bland, who held her 
team’s Final Four hopes in the 
palm of  her hand. And she made 
sure she didn’t drop them.

Bland started to thrive after the 
break, using her size advantage in-
side to grab offensive rebounds and 
score around the basket, something 
she’s done well all season long.

Chargers’ guards Skylar Adams, 
Rae McClarty and Natalie Bell began 
doing a better job of feeding Bland the 
ball as she scored all but one of the 
Chargers’ six field goals in the third 
quarter, along with hitting two shots 
to start the fourth. That gave North-
wood its first double-digit lead, 41-31.

They’d finally pulled away.
Bland ended the night with a 

career-high 28 points, while Adams 
added 12 points of  her own.

“Their coach, I thought he did a great 
job and he mentioned that he wanted 
to shut down the shooter,” said Vernon.  
“And this is why in Northwood basket-
ball, we stress a team game because, 
yeah, you can shut down (sophomore 
guard) McKenna (Snively) and that’s 
fine, but we’ve still got five other girls 
who can really play basketball, so you 
can’t shut them all down.”

This is what makes Northwood 
dangerous.

It’s not just Bland’s presence in-
side, Snively’s deadly outside shot, 
McClarty’s veteran leadership, Ad-
ams’ and Bell’s defensive tenacity 
or any other single thing that the 
Chargers fully rely on. It’s all of  it.

And like the five senses, if one gets 
taken away, the others just get stronger.

The Chargers have been billed as 
a second-half  team as of  late and 
Saturday was no exception.

“I don’t know what it is,” said 
Vernon. “I don’t know if we need to 
just tell them it’s the second half at the 
start of the game, but we need to grow 
up, we need to mature in that aspect.”

After an emotional 17-point 
comeback win on the road against 
Terry Sanford just two days earlier 
and playing its third game in five 
days, it’s not a surprise that North-
wood struggled to get amped up for 
Saturday’s Elite 8 matchup.

However, that’s not going to fly 
against everyone.

“I do think that there was a 
layover from the two games. I get 
it, but tomorrow’s not guaranteed 
right now. And I hope that they have 
a sense of urgency moving on that 
we could very well wake up the next 
day without a game to play,” said 
Vernon. “I want this more for them 
than I want it for me or our staff.”

In addition to the women, the 
Northwood men’s basketball team 
also managed to cement a spot in 
Tuesday’s Final Four after a close 
win over top-seeded Terry Sanford 
on Saturday, 43-41.

As one of just two schools to have 
both men’s and women’s teams in the 
Final Four (Farmville Central, 2A) 
this season, all eyes are on Northwood 
to see if the Chargers can add them-
selves to the rare club of winning 
both championships in the same year.

“It’s great for our school, it’s great 
for our kids and we have a great 
following here in Pittsboro and in Cha-
tham County,” said Vernon. “I know 
there’s going to be a lot of people down 
around the circle and in town tonight 
that are going to be hooting and holler-
ing, as they should be, because these 
kids are making them proud.”

Reporter Victor Hensley can be 
reached at vhensley@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @Frezeal33.

CHARGERS
Continued from page B1

Social distancing was 
nonexistent. Limiting the 
number of people who 
could enter the facility 
wasn’t a priority. It was 
very nearly a packed house.

As a private school, 
Shining Light isn’t neces-
sarily bound to the same 
restrictions as public high 
schools may be, but it’s 
still required to follow 
state guidelines, which it 
undoubtedly wasn’t.

I’d be lying if I said I 
felt comfortable, even as a 
23-year-old, as I sat along-
side hundreds of others 
for nearly two hours with 
the sheer lack of care be-
ing taken to avoid the kind 
of super-spreader scenario 
we’ve all read about.

When I left the gym at 
Shining Light and began 
my hour-long trek to 
Northwood High School, 
it was almost like I re-en-
tered whatever time-trav-
eling machine I must 
have stumbled into.

Except this time, it took 
me back to the present day.

When it comes to strict 

adherence to COVID-19 
guidelines and the “three 
Ws” that we hear preached 
so often, Northwood and 
Shining Light seem to exist 
on two different planets, 
in two separate timelines 
or a part of two alternate 
dimensions.

For the Chargers’ 
Elite 8 matchup with the 
16th-seeded Person Rock-
ets, there were just 25 fans 
in attendance to watch 
them clinch their first-ev-
er trip to a state semifinal 
in any women’s sport.

Everyone was spread 
out, with well over six 
feet in between.

Masks were worn by 
everyone in attendance, 
including fans, players, 
coaches and officials, as 
per state mandated proto-
cols at NCHSAA events.

Northwood staff took 
temperatures at the door, 
kept up with sign-ins and 
screening question an-
swers on a laptop in front 
of them and gave out tick-
ets that had to be pre-pur-
chased, all of which were 
absent with the NCHEAC.

In short, it was clear 
that Northwood was 
following protocols, 

whereas Shining Light 
had none to follow.

Though there were just 25 
fans in the stands, the crowd 
of primarily family mem-
bers made sure to get loud, 
make their voices heard 
and attempt to replicate the 
packed house of a typical 
Northwood playoff game. 

And it worked. The 
decibel level may not 
have been the same, but 
the passion and the ener-
gy were still there. Plus, 
the Chargers won, so that 
counts for something.

Last Thursday, Gov. Roy 
Cooper signed into place 
Executive Order 195, which 
among many other things, 
increased attendance at 
indoor and outdoor sport-
ing events to 30% capacity, 
with a 250-person cap on 
indoor venues. 

The order still re-
quires face coverings in 
all indoor settings with 
non-household members, 
along with six feet of  so-
cial distancing, and in all 
outdoor settings where 
six feet of  social distance 
cannot be maintained.

This new guidance, 
which went into effect 
last Friday, could be the 

reason why Shining Light 
felt comfortable to push 
forward with the NCHE-
AC tournament without 
limiting capacity or truly 
enforcing other guidelines.

However, it doesn’t 
take much to tell that the 
number of  people watch-
ing the NCHEAC title 
games was well above 
30% of  the gym’s capacity 
— especially if  social-dis-
tancing guidelines were 
to be maintained. And 
again, masks seemed 
overwhelmingly optional.

Moving forward, Cha-
tham County Schools plans 
to operate between 10-15% 
capacity for fans at its high 
school outdoor stadiums, 
since “to maintain six feet 
of distance between indi-
viduals, we can’t accommo-
date 30% capacity,” John 
McCann, public relations 
coordinator for CCS, told 
me this week.

With indoor sports com-
ing to a close after this 
weekend’s NCHSAA state 
basketball championships 
on Saturday and not 
starting back up until the 
wrestling season begins 
in late April, there are no 
immediate plans for CCS 

to change guidelines or 
increase attendance for 
indoor contests.

According to McCann, 
it’s up to the individual 
school to decide how it 
wants to sell those limited 
number of tickets, whether 
it’s first-come, first-serve or 
family members only.

As hard as it’s been for 
student-athletes to play in 
front of limited fans, as well 
as some parents to miss out 
on seeing their children play 
in person, it’s important that 
situations like Shining Light 
don’t happen in Chatham or 
anywhere else.

I’ve been to numerous 
games at all five Chatham 
high schools since starting 
at the News + Record about 
a month ago, including soc-
cer, basketball and football.

While it’s been strange 
at times not having the 
stands full for playoff 
basketball games or 
season-opening football 
games, the atmosphere 
is still phenomenal. The 
competition is still at its 
peak and it truly doesn’t 
hinder the experience.

Luckily, with NFHS 
Network — a $10.99/
month or $69.99/year 

subscription — parents, 
friends and other relatives 
who can’t attend games in 
person can stream them 
online. While it can be a 
bit wonky at times, it’s 
better than nothing.

Nearly a year ago, 
sports around the nation 
and world were shut 
down because of  the 
coronavirus pandem-
ic. The 2020 Summer 
Olympics in Tokyo were 
postponed. Every major 
U.S. sports league was 
either paused indefinitely 
or not in season. And 
high school sports were 
delayed, giving us abnor-
mal seasons like football 
in late February.

Not being able to attend 
games in person with your 
entire family or group of  
friends is a bummer. I get it. 
But for now, the guidelines 
in place must be followed if  
we as a county and a state 
want to get back to the days 
where packed arenas are a 
normal occurrence, not an 
irresponsible outlier.

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33.

LIGHT
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after a recovered onside kick 
and a few decent runs, the Red 
Raiders were in Jordan-Mat-
thews’ territory and knocking 
on the door of  the red zone at 
the 24-yard-line. Then, T.W. 
Andrews’ center snapped a low 
ball that rolled right under the 
quarterback’s legs. Jones was 
there to scoop the ball up and 
run 76 yards for a touchdown. 
After a Thompson run to the 
right for a two-point conversion, 
the game was tied at 26.

“Eral Jones, man, that kid 
played a heck of  a freaking 
game,” said Spencer. “He looked 
like he was the best player on 
the field.”

The Red Raiders scored on a 34-
yard touchdown pass on the next 
drive after blown coverage by the 
Jets and got the two-point conver-
sion to make it an eight-point game.

Down 34-26 with 59 sec-
onds left and the Jets driving, 
Jordan-Matthews took a shot 
to the end zone from T.W. 
Andrews’ 30-yard-line, but the 
pass went right off of  the hands 
of  an open Calvin Schwartz, a 
junior wide receiver/safety.

That pass would be the Jets’ 
best remaining chance to tie the 
game, as Woods would be sacked 
on two of the next three plays, 
turning the ball over on downs 
and closing out the game.

Throughout the night, Jor-
dan-Matthews’ interior offen-
sive line struggled against the 
size of  T.W. Andrews’ defensive 
line, causing major issues in the 
passing game and even leading 
to the huge hit on a carry by 
running back Jacquez Thomp-
son, which resulted in a fumble 
that the Red Raiders returned 
for a touchdown to give them a 
14-12 lead in the third quarter.

“We’ve got to be better in the 
middle on the offensive line. Just 

keep working our base stuff,” 
said Spencer. “(Woods was) run-
ning for his life. Obviously, they 
were huge up front and we’re 
not a big team up front.”

Woods was in his first game 
back from a devastating left knee 
injury that he suffered in prac-
tice after the first game of last 
season where he dislocated his 
knee and tore his ACL, MCL and 
LCL. Spencer called it “the worst 
knee injury I’ve ever seen.”

That scare from 17 months 
ago didn’t seem to hinder Woods’ 
movement, as he scrambled well 
all night, working to extend and 
create plays with his legs.

“(I thought about the injury) 
some, but once I took my first 
hit and I finally started running 
on it, I kind of  felt like I was 
getting it out of  my mind,” he 
said. “I’m still getting it out of  
my mind a bit, but once I get my 
confidence back, I’ll be just fine.

While he completed 50% of  
his passes (6-for-12), Woods and 

Schwartz struggled to create any 
sort of connection. Most of the 
time, when Woods tried to get the 
ball down the field to Schwartz, 
the ball would be dropped, 
overthrown or knocked away by 
a defensive back.

Woods targeted his favorite 
receiver eight times on the 
night, but Schwartz was only 
able to reel in three of  them 
(38%) for 23 yards.

“We’ve just got to make a 
connection and work on it in 
practice. And the more we keep 
working on it, it’ll get better in 
the game,” said Woods.

Defensively, the Jets allowed 
just three touchdowns, had four 
fumble recoveries, two blocked 
punts and a defensive touchdown 
of their own. Thompson, who 
also had a good night running the 
ball, led the defense with 10 tack-
les, including six tackles for loss.

“We did well getting to them 
in the backfield defensively and 
creating some havoc back there,” 

said Spencer. “We covered well 
for the most part. We got lost in 
coverage down there on that end 
on that last score, but it’s the first 
game with no scrimmage, so the 
biggest thing though is that we 
didn’t quit. We kept fighting and 
gave ourselves a chance.”

It may have been a loss for the 
Jets in the end, but this is the 
type of  game they can build off 
of. And even though it felt like a 
heartbreaker, Spencer couldn’t 
help but sound hopeful.

“Last year we had nine losses 
on the record, but every one of  
them ended in a running clock, 
it was a 42-point spread … but 
it’s fun to come out here and 
have a chance and be compet-
itive,” said Spencer. “Tonight 
was a big step for Jordan-Mat-
thews football going forward.”

Reporter Victor Hensley can be 
reached at vhensley@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter at @
Frezeal33.

JETS
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www.centralpiedmonturgentcare.com

101 Walmart Supercenter • Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-3911

1011 High Point Street • Randleman, NC 27317
336-498-0226

County Mulch Sale 
Solid Waste & Recycling Division 

28 County Services Road, Pittsboro 

Sales Begin Saturday, March 6 
7:30 am to 12:00 noon 

$5 per scoop (~1 cubic yard) 
$10 per scoop for large trailers  and  

dump trucks (~3 cubic yards) 

We load. You haul. Don’t forget a tarp! 
All loads of mulch must be secure. 

Sales continue every Saturday, except for  
April 3, while supplies last. 

Estimated to continue through the middle of May. 

For more information: 
(919) 542 5516 

www.chathamnc.org/recycle 
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on an 8-0 run that featured steals 
leading to fast break layups, points 
in the paint due to their size advan-
tage and mistakes by the Thunder 
on both sides of the ball.

By all accounts, it looked to be 
over. South Wake, which gave the 
Thunder their only two losses of  
the regular season, appeared to 
have them right where they wanted 
them. 

But the Thunder didn’t quit.
From that point forward, the Sa-

bres would miss all three of its free 
throw attempts while the Thunder 
were slowly climbing back into the 
game via free throws and smart 
offensive possessions.

South Wake had a chance to ice 
it with 32 seconds left — up by three 
and freshman forward Mia Jones 
at the line — but Jones missed the 

one-and-one. A teammate grabbed 
the offensive rebound — an issue 
for Chatham all night — and … got 
called for traveling.

On the other end, the ball 
found Thunder senior forward 
Rachel Davis, who was wide 
open in the right corner, as she 
drained the triple to tie the game 
with 8.4 seconds left. It was per-
fect timing for her to hit her first 
three-pointer of  the day in five 
attempts.

In overtime, the Thunder’s star 
players — sophomore guard Kim-
berley Cunningham and senior 
guard Jenna Brooks — shined.

Cunningham scored the first 
two buckets for Chatham in the 
extra period, including an and-one 
layup (although she missed the free 
throw), while Jenna Brooks — the 
coach’s daughter — had ice in her 
veins, hitting four straight free 
throws after her team was down 40-
39 to give them a three-point lead.

Those free throws essentially 
ended the game, clinching the 
Thunder’s first-ever state title in 
varsity girls basketball.

“I’m pretty tired, but I’m really 
excited,” Cunningham said after 
the game. “We just put our heart 
to it and pushed through … we 
just wanted it.”

Cunningham was the team’s 
leading scorer with 13 points, and 
along with Brooks, led the team 
with four steals.

Calling this game a defensive 
battle would be an understatement.

Both teams — South Wake at 
59.6 and Chatham at 62.9 — aver-
age around 60 points per game, 
but it took overtime for either of  
them to cross the 40-point mark on 
Saturday.

The defense was suffocating 
on both ends of the court and the 
game was overwhelmingly physi-
cal as the officials swallowed their 
whistles on a plethora of plays. At 

times, it felt like backyard basket-
ball — just without the high-flying 
dunks.

“(Defense) been the identity 
of  our team over the years, these 
girls have always played hard,” 
Coach Brooks said. “Defense has 
been their specialty. I told them 
it would be all about defense 
today. Sometimes we struggle 
with our shooting and that’s 
improved some, but our defense 
has been our bread and butter.”

Cunningham, Davis and Jenna 
Brooks were three Chatham 
players named to the NCHEAC 
All-Tournament team, with Davis 
and Brooks being named co-MVPs 
for their late-game heroics on 
Saturday.

“I think they are amazing with 
what they did,” said Cunningham. 
“They just wanted to get it done, so 
they got it done.”

Winning the state title as a senior 
made the championship a little 

more special for the coach and his 
daughter.

“As a dad, I’m proud,” Coach 
Brooks said. “She’s worked all 
summer, all offseason. She was 
prepared for that moment. And 
that’s why you put the time in. 
She’s really busted her tail.”

The Chatham Thunder finish 
the season with a 25-2 record, again 
with both losses coming in the reg-
ular season against the team they 
conquered to win the title. 

In the ultimate act of revenge, 
they beat South Wake in both the 
regional tournament and the state 
tournament, finishing strong.

“Our team defense and our 
heart and our integrity (won us the 
game),” said Coach Brooks. “These 
girls never give up. They never 
quit.”

Reporter Victor Hensley can be 
reached at vhensley@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @Frezeal33.
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‘We weren’t consistent enough’: Chatham Charter gets bounced 
from playoffs by Mountain Island Charter

BY BRENNAN DOHERTY
News + Record 
Correspondent

SILER CITY — Whether you 
were standing near the edge of the 
Chatham Charter bench like head 
coach Jason Messier, running up 
and down the court like senior 
power forward Trevor Golden or 
sitting in the stands, a noticeable 
pattern began to emerge and even-
tually became plain for everyone 
to see during Feb. 23’s first-round 
matchup in the NCHSAA Men’s 
1A basketball playoffs.

Chatham Charter, time after 
time, would begin to dig itself  out 
of  a hole against a much more 
athletic and lengthy Mountain 
Island Charter team, only for 
the visitors to restore control, 
ultimately unscathed.

The result was a 72-46 sea-
son-ending loss for No. 7 seed 
Chatham Charter, which saw its 
12-1 regular season cut short by a 
one-game stay in the postseason, 
just one year removed from a 
state semifinals appearance.

Following a mostly competitive 
26 minutes of  basketball, Moun-
tain Island ended the game on a 
21-3 run over six minutes that was 

as nonchalant as it was crucial, 
leaving Chatham Charter with its 
largest defeat in over four years. 

The suddenness and sadness 
of  postseason elimination is 
something nearly all teams deal 
with every year. And for the 
Knights, that’s certainly true.

Coming off of  a 32-win season, 
Messier’s team lost just once in 
an abbreviated regular season, 
winning by 10-plus points on 10 
occasions and 30-plus on four. On 
paper, this was a team that could 
have gone far. 

But following Feb. 23’s defeat 
to No. 10 seed Mountain Island, 
there was little talk about what-
ifs or rumination on a postseason 
run denied. Instead, blunt admis-
sions that the better team won. 

“We got (the deficit) down, and 
then we let them build it right back 
up,” Messier said. “We weren’t 
consistent enough for 32 minutes of  
basketball to get the victory.” 

After trailing 11-3 in the open-
ing minutes, Chatham Charter 
got back into the game largely on 
the strength of  Golden, whose ag-
gressiveness in the paint often led 
to his team’s best looks, whether 
they were transition layups, 
crowded dribble drives or tough, 

second-chance putbacks.
Golden finished as Chartham 

Charter’s leading scorer with 
20 points, 12 of  which came in 
the first half. 

With both teams tied at 15 fol-
lowing the first quarter, Chatham 
Charter briefly took a three-point 
lead in the second period but 
trailed by eight, 33-25, at the break 
after a barrage of  transition 
points from Mountain Island, 
including a buzzer-beating slam 
dunk by senior small forward Na-
jee Steward, who scored 16 points 
and was one of  four on Mountain 
Island to reach double-figures.

In a way, Steward’s dunk 
symbolized Chatham Charter’s 
struggles with Mountain Island’s 
athleticism. 

“We had moments at the end of  
the half,” Messier said. “The first 
half, we had it down and next thing 
we know, in 40-something seconds 
they’re scoring 6-8 points.”

After Mountain Island extended 
its lead to 13 early in the third quar-
ter, Chatham Charter sophomore 
guard/forward Adam Harvey (15 
points) helped his team fight back 
with his outside shooting. The 
Knights made it 47-40, but a pivotal 
moment arrived when Harvey, 

with a chance to make it a five-
point game, had a transition layup 
blocked before Mountain Island 
turned right around and scored on 
two straight possessions to take a 
51-40 lead into the fourth quarter. 

“They had some athletes,” 
Golden said. “We don’t have 
football here; they have football. 
I’m pretty sure they have a kid 
going to Carolina to play football. 
We just don’t see competition like 
that, but we just have to set our 
minds for better preparation.”

The University of North Caro-
lina commit referred to by Golden 
was small forward Gabe Stephens, 
who chipped in 14 points and was 
one of three Mountain Island 
starters listed as 6-foot-3 or taller. 
The springy, 6-foot-5 Marquis Wil-
liams led the visitors with 21. 

A three-pointer by Chatham 
Charter guard Darrius Taylor 
brought the Knights within eight 
early in the fourth, but it marked 
the end of  his team’s series of  
rallies. 

Relying largely on trips to the 
free throw lines, second-chance 
opportunities and transition 
points, Mountain Island went on 
a 16-0 run that sealed the deal. 

Even when only minutes re-

moved from defeat, both Golden 
— one of  two outgoing seniors, 
along with guard Clay Griffin — 
and Messier had time for reflec-
tion on the season as a whole. 

For Golden, there are the 
memories made and accomplish-
ments achieved over the past few 
years. From his sophomore year 
onward, Golden was a part of  a 
program that went 71-9.

The wins, of  course, are tangi-
ble and countable. Other mem-
orable aspects of  high school 
basketball are not. 

“The bus rides,” Golden said 
with a smile that suggested 
countless stories to be told. “Defi-
nitely the bus rides.”

Messier, meanwhile, is most 
proud of  how his team handled 
a season altered by a pandemic 
and is optimistic about the fu-
ture, considering he started four 
sophomores this season.

“Last year, we made it to the 
regional finals,” Messier said. 
“We lost four of  our five start-
ers, and people didn’t feel these 
guys would accomplish – and 
they did. They stepped up and 
we won our conference and won 
some big games. I thought we 
had a great year.”

MOUNTAIN ISLAND CHARTER 72, CHATHAM CHARTER 46

• Install and Repair Septic Systems

• Pump Existing Septic Tanks

• All Sorts of Backhoe Work

• Specializing in Bush Hogging

• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

GRADING AND HAULING

Siler City, NC • 919-548-3064
CHRIS CAVINESS

GRAVEL • TOPSOIL • POND • MULCH • FILL DIRT
DRIVEWAY • LAND CLEARING • SITE DEVELOPMENT

Advertise Your Business in the Service Directory 

for ONLY $20 PER WEEK!

Find the help you need in the Services Directory of

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs
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This week’s schedule and last week’s results
BY VICTOR HENSLEY

News + Record Staff

This week marks the 
start of the men’s and 
women’s basketball Final 
Fours (Tuesday), in which 
both Northwood teams are 
participating after strong 
showings last week. Men’s 
and women’s lacrosse, 
along with men’s soccer 
and football, continue 
across Chatham County.

Note: Tuesday’s men’s 
and women’s playoff basket-
ball games began after press 
time for this edition; check 
www.chathamnewsrecord.
com or follow us @Cha-
thamNRSports for the latest 
updates. State title games 
will be contested Saturday.

In the meantime, here 
are this week’s schedules 
and last week’s results.

THIS WEEK

Wednesday, March 3
Lacrosse: Northwood 

women at Wake Forest, 
5 p.m.

Soccer: Woods Charter 
at Southern Wake, 4 p.m.

Soccer: Northwood 
men vs. Orange, 6:45 p.m.

Thursday, March 4
Lacrosse: Northwood 

vs. Chapel Hill (women 
5:30 p.m., men 7 p.m.)

Soccer: Northwood 
men at Northern 
Durham, 6 p.m.

Friday, March 5
Football: Northwood 

vs. Chapel Hill, 7 p.m.
Football: Chatham Central 

vs. North Stanly, 6:30 p.m.
Lacrosse: Northwood 

women at Chapel Hill, 5 p.m.
Soccer: Jordan-Mat-

thews vs. Eastern Ran-
dolph, 6 p.m.

Soccer: Woods Charter 
vs. Research Triangle, 6 p.m.

Saturday, March 6
The NCHSAA men’s and 

women’s basketball state 
championships take place 
at both Wheatmore High 
School and Providence 
Grove High School. If either 
or both of Northwood’s 
basketball teams wins on 
Tuesday, they will play in the 
state title game on Saturday 
at one of the two locations. 

LAST WEEK

Monday, Feb. 22
All sporting events 

were canceled/postponed 
due to inclement weather.

Tuesday, Feb. 23
Basketball: The North-

wood men defeated the 
Rocky Mount Gryphons, 
53-46, on the road to ad-
vance to the second round 
of the NCHSAA Men’s 3A 
basketball playoffs. The 
Chargers led by as many 
as 13 in the third quarter 
and allowed Rocky Mount 
to climb back into it late in 
the game, but Northwood 
held on for the seven-point 
win. Leading the Chargers 
in scoring were freshman 

forward Jarin Stevenson 
(16 points) and senior Troy 
Arnold (14 points).

Basketball: The North-
wood women won a close 
game against the E.E. 
Smith Golden Bulls, 58-51, 
to advance to the second 
round of the NCHSAA 3A 
women’s basketball play-
offs. In a rematch of last 
year’s Sweet 16 matchup — 
in which the Golden Bulls 
beat the Chargers by 16 — 
Northwood learned from 
its mistakes and brought 
both the energy and pas-
sion to fuel them to victory 
and keep them unbeaten 
on the season. Leading the 
Chargers were sophomore 
forward Te’Keyah Bland (17 
points), junior guard McK-
enna Snively (11 points), 
junior guard Natalie Bell 
(10 points) and senior guard 
Rae McClarty (10 points).

Basketball: The Chatham 
Charter men lost a home 
playoff game to the Moun-
tain Island Charter Raptors, 
72-46, ending their season. It 
was a competitive game until 
the fourth quarter, when the 
Raptors went on a 21-3 run to 
close out the game and blow 
out the Knights in shocking 
fashion. Leading Chatham 
Charter were senior forward 
Trevor Golden (20 points) 
and sophomore forward 
Adam Harvey (15 points).

Basketball: The Cha-
tham Charter women 
lost a road playoff game 
to the Robbinsville Black 
Knights, 78-43, knocking 
them out of the postseason 
in the first round. The 
Knights scored double-dig-
it points in just one of four 
quarters and struggled 
mightily against the Black 
Knights, who came into 
the game on an 11-game 
winning streak. Leading 
the Knights were junior 
forward Alexis Baldwin 
(22 points, 10 rebounds) 
and senior center Morgan 
Lineberry (11 points).

Basketball: The Cha-
tham Central men traveled 
over five hours to Murphy 
to defeat the Hiwassee 
Dam Eagles, 74-71, and ad-
vance to the second round 
of the NCHSAA Men’s 1A 
basketball playoffs. Lead-
ing the Bears were senior 
center Michael Moore 
(23 points), junior guard 
Sawyer Elkins (12 points) 
and senior guard Preston 
Cox (10 points).

Lacrosse: The Northwood 
women defeated the Carr-
boro Jaguars on the road, 
13-9. Leading the Chargers 
were junior Kendall Laberge 
and sophomore Sophia 
Cremeans, each with 4 goals.

Wednesday, Feb. 24
Lacrosse: The North-

wood women lost a road 
game to the Heritage 
Huskies, 14-6, pushing 
their record to 3-4 on the 
season. Scoring for the 
Chargers were sopho-
more Mia Collins (five 
goals) and junior Kendall 
Laberge (one goal).

Lacrosse: The North-
wood men earned a 

narrow win over the East 
Chapel Hill Wildcats, 14-13. 
Scoring for the Chargers 
were senior Jake Mann 
(five goals) and senior 
Kade Little (four goals).

Soccer: The Jordan-Mat-
thews men edged out the 
Randleman Tigers, 2-1, in 
their first game since Feb. 
10 (inclement weather).

Soccer: The Woods 
Charter men lost a road 
game to the Research 
Triangle Raptors, 2-1.

Soccer: The Northwood 
men earned a shutout 
victory over the Northern 
Knights, 2-0. Scoring for 
the Chargers were senior 
Michael Waudby and sopho-
more Gino Valenti, each with 
a goal, while senior keeper 
Aiden Bungay had seven 
saves and the clean sheet.

Thursday, Feb. 25
Basketball: The North-

wood men earned a com-
manding road win over the 
D.H. Conley Vikings, 59-40, 
to advance to the third 
round of the NCHSAA 
Men’s 3A playoffs. Leading 
Northwood were freshman 
guards Frederico Whita-
ker (16 points) and Drake 
Powell (15 points). 

Basketball: The North-
wood women overcame a 
17-point third-quarter defi-
cit to beat the Terry San-
ford Bulldogs, 46-43, and 
advance to the third round 
of the NCHSAA Women’s 
3A playoffs. The Chargers 
outscored the Bulldogs 14-3 
in the fourth quarter, and 
with Northwood trailing 
43-41 with a little less than 
a minute remaining, junior 
guard McKenna Snively 
knocked down the biggest 
of her five three-pointers 
on the night — putting the 
Chargers ahead by one 
and essentially sealing the 
game. Leading Northwood 
in scoring were Snively 
(18 points) and sophomore 
forward Te’Keyah Bland 
(eight points).

Basketball: The Cha-
tham Central men fell 
handily on the road to the 
Lincoln Charter Eagles, 
78-48, eliminating them in 
the second round of  the 
NCHSAA Men’s 1A play-
offs. The Bears finish the 
year with a 10-2 record.

Football: Northwood 
opened its season with 
a road rout of  the Cedar 
Ridge Fighting Red 
Wolves, 42-0. The Char-
gers are now 1-0 on the 
shortened season.

Football: Jordan-Mat-
thews opened its season 
with a narrow comeback 
loss to the T.W. Andrews 
Red Raiders at home, 34-26. 
The Jets went up 12-0 in 
the first half after a couple 
of blocked punts by senior 
WR/DB Jayden Davis led to 
points, but after a safety and 
a Red Raiders touchdown to 
make it 12-8 J-M at halftime, 
the momentum had shifted. 
Andrews would follow with 
two defensive touchdowns 
— including a bone-rattling 
hit and forced fumble on 
Jets’ senior running back 

Jacquez Thompson — and a 
rushing score before the Jets 
could score again, going on 
a 26-0 run. Jordan-Matthews 
climbed back into it in the 
fourth quarter, primarily 
on the back of senior DE/
TE Eral Jones, who forced a 
fumble in Andrews’ territory 
that J-M recovered, caught a 
beautiful 21-yard touchdown 
pass from senior quarter-
back Xavier Woods and 
then recovered a botched 
snap on defense just three 
plays later and returned it 
76 yards for a touchdown to 
tie the game at 26. However, 
Andrews would answer with 
a 34-yard touchdown pass on 
the second play of the next 
drive and got the two-point 
conversion, which acted as 
the game-winner. With the 
loss, the Jets fall to 0-1 on the 
season.

Soccer: The Jordan-Mat-
thews men won a domi-
nant game over the Prov-
idence Grove Patriots, 7-0. 
Alexis Ibarra and Franco 
Basurto had two goals each 
as the win puts the Jets at 
4-1 on the season, leading 
the PAC 7 2A conference.

Soccer: The Northwood 
men lost on the road to 
the Chapel Hill Tigers, 
3-1. Scoring for the Char-
gers were sophomore 
Gino Valenti (one goal), 
while senior keeper Aid-
en Bungay had 12 saves 
on the night. Northwood 
falls to 2-2 on the year.

Friday, Feb. 26
Football: Chatham 

Central opened its season 
with a home win over the 
Albemarle Bulldogs, 6-0. 
With the rainy weather be-
ing a major factor, neither 
team’s offense could really 
gain any traction, aside 
from one Bears’ drive 
in the second quarter 
that resulted in a 15-yard 
touchdown pass from se-
nior quarterback Michael 
Moore to senior wide 
receiver Parker Crowley 
(and a failed two-point con-
version attempt), which 
would be the only points 

of the game. The win puts 
Chatham Central at 1-0 on 
the season, matching their 
win total from last year.

Lacrosse: The North-
wood men defeated the 
Cary Academy Char-
gers on the road, 18-11. 
Leading the Chargers 
were senior Jake Mann 
(six goals) and sopho-
more Taylor Laberge 
(five goals). Northwood 
improves to 3-2 on the 
season with the victory.

Soccer: The Woods 
Charter men lost in a 
shutout to the undefeated 
Carrboro Jaguars, 3-0. 
The Wolves, now 0-3 on 
the year, are 0-2 against 
Carrboro this season.

Saturday, Feb. 27
Basketball: The North-

wood men defeated the Ter-
ry Sanford Bulldogs, 43-41, to 
advance to the Final Four of  
the NCHSAA Men’s 3A play-
offs. Leading the Chargers 
were senior guards Troy 
Arnold (12 points) and Colby 
Burleson (10 points). The 
Chargers face off against (6) 
West Carteret in Morehead 
City on Tuesday for a shot at 
the state title game.

Basketball: The North-
wood women overcame a 
sluggish start to defeat the 
Person Rockets, 49-37, and 
advance to their first-ever 
Final Four in the NCH-
SAA Women’s 3A playoffs. 
Northwood stayed true 
to its “second-half  team” 

nature, pulling away in 
the third quarter after an 
up-and-down, close first 
half. Leading the Char-
gers were sophomore 
forward Te’Keyah Bland 
(28 points) and freshman 
guard Skylar Adams (12 
points). Northwood will 
host (7) Asheboro on 
Tuesday for a chance at 
the state championship 
game.

Basketball: The Chatham 
Home School Thunder 
women defeated the South 
Wake Sabres, 45-40, in an 
overtime thriller to claim 
their first-ever NCHEAC 
varsity girls state title at 
Shining Light Academy in 
Greensboro. Leading the 
Thunder were sophomore 
guard Kimberley Cunning-
ham (13 points), senior 
guard Jenna Brooks (eight 
points) and junior guard Sa-
vannah Davis (eight points).

Sunday, Feb. 28
Soccer: The Siler City 

Futbol Club’s under-17 
boys team competed in 
their first tournament last 
weekend, the Southern 
Soccer Boys Showcase in 
Bermuda Run. They won 
the Under 17 Boys Gold 
Division with a record of  
3-0, earning three victories 
by scores of 3-1, 7-4 and 6-1.

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33.

CHATHAM COUNTY ATHLETICS RUNDOWN

You found 
the answer!

To enter the COA’s monthly drawing for a $25 Visa Gift Card, call the 
COA at 919-542-4512, extension 223 and follow the prompts on the 
voicemail. 
February’s winner will be drawn from eligible entries provided by 
3/2/2021. The February winner will be announced in a March issue 
of the Chatham News + Record. One entry per household, per week. 
Employees of the COA and their dependents not eligible.

A: Gum traps

Offering: 
-Secure Units
-Fenced, Gated, and Well-Lit
-Drive-Up Access

-Online Bill Pay
-Conveniently Located
-On-Site Manager
-Multiple Sizes
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The changing state of services to 
Chatham’s graying population

BY JAMES KIEFER
News + Record 
Correspondent

Editor’s note: This is a fol-
low-up story to last week’s 
look at how Chatham 
Council on Aging Executive 
Director Dennis Streets and 
his staff have shifted their 
focus during the pandemic. 
This week: high-priority 
deliverables.

One of the constant re-
frains from health officials 
throughout the pandemic 
is that older adults are 
more at risk of severe 
illness if infected with the 
coronavirus.

For the Chatham Coun-
cil on Aging — a non-profit 
focused on supporting 
people aged 60 and older 
— that means it has had 
to reshape how it serves 
some of Chatham’s most 
vulnerable residents. 

Dennis Streets, the 
organization’s executive 
director, outlined three 
things that have bub-
bled to the top in recent 
months: nutrition as-
sistance, home care and 
social connectivity. 

Meals on ‘wheels’

Prior to the COA centers 
in Siler City and Pittsboro 
closing their doors to the 
public in March to prevent 
the spread of the virus, 
Streets said one of the 
agency’s more popular 
programs was the serving 
of daily meals that would 
coincide with educational 
or recreational program-
ming. Now, the centers 
partner with the Chatham 
Transit Network to distrib-
ute meals to homes across 
the county.

In addition to that, 
the COA freezes leftover 
meals and keeps some 
shelf stable options on tap. 
These are available for 
seniors who live in remote 
parts of Chatham County 
typically out of the way 
for the main meal delivery 

routes and are picked up 
by either family members 
or friends of the person in 
need, Streets said. 

It’s been a bit of a 
piecemeal and evolving 
process just getting the 
meals where they need to 
go. Streets said the COA 
was previously relying 
on UNC nursing students 
whose studies had been 
disrupted by the pandemic, 
along with deputies from 
the sheriff’s office and Cha-
tham County Public Health 
Department staff. 

But as the demand on 
public health workers and 
county officials started to 
increase, it became clear to 
Streets the COA couldn’t 
rely on its usual crop of  
volunteers. 

“Because most of our 
volunteers are seniors 
themselves, and we were 
reluctant to put them in 
harm’s way,” Streets said. 
“We also wanted to protect 
recipients of the meals, 
so we used community 
partners.” 

Streets said the pivot 
to Chatham Transit also 
allows for seniors to use 
the transport service to do 
things like visit grocery 
stores, go to hair appoint-
ments and complete other 

activities deemed safe by 
health officials. 

And food isn’t the only 
thing on the delivery list. 
Streets said the COA is 
dropping off items like 
reading materials, pet food 
and incontinence supplies. 
He also mentioned that 
meal deliveries were part 
of the COA’s outreach pro-
gram before the pandemic, 
but have just become one 
of the primary models it’s 
using to reach seniors now. 
He ballparked that the 
non-profit is reaching more 
than 400 people on a week-
ly basis with its services. 

Home care

Another challenge 
seniors are facing is how 
to best approach services 
that offer home care, espe-
cially homebound mem-
bers of  the community 
who struggle with daily 
activities within their own 
residence. The COA acts 
as a bridge for home care 
services and contracts 
with seven state licensed 
home care agencies, 
Streets said, which can 
provide things like baths 
and food preparation. 

But the pandemic has 
also changed the flow of  

who can enter the home. 
“What we were seeing 

early on (in the pandem-
ic) is some of  the people 
who were needing the 
care became reluctant,” 
he said. “They said, ‘I’m 
not comfortable hav-
ing somebody from the 
outside come in who’s not 
sure what their exposure 
has been to COVID-19.’”

He added that reluctance 
may have been shared with 
family members, some of  
whom now find themselves 
caring for loved ones. 

So the COA decided to 
take a different approach 
to the respite services it 
already provided. The 
council gave the Triangle 
J Council of  Govern-
ments funding to admin-
ister a consumer directed 
program that pays family 
members or a trusted 
source to provide home 
care. It gives those who 
need care more options to 
choose what it looks like. 

Bridging the  
social divide

The feeling of isolation 
is another thing the COA is 
combating among seniors. 
Streets said he sees a lot 
of things creating a digital 

divide among older adults. 
“It’s because of where 

people live and whether 
or not they have internet 
access,” Streets said. “But 
even more than that, a lot 
of folks do not have a cell 
phone. They do not have a 
tablet, they do not have a 
laptop or they do not have 
experience using them. 
They may not be able to 
afford these things.”

Something that has been 
keeping the COA in touch 
with seniors is the Friend-
ly Phone Caller Program, 
which the non-profit uses 
to check in on seniors, 
promote resource services 
and collect information. 
Streets said one thing the 
COA found is that many 
participants don’t have 
email access, so as social 
programming shifted 
from in-person to virtual it 
became critical to have an 
option for those without a 
screen in their hands.

“There’s a divide among 
those who have where-
withal and means to par-
ticipate in those (events) 
and those that do not,” 
Streets said. “So we really 
try to make sure that 
when we’ve set something 
up for Zoom or YouTube, 
we’ve also provided a way 
for them to participate 
— even if it’s not as rich 
visually — as much as 
they could by phone.”

Phone calls have also 
been instrumental in 
getting isolated seniors in-
formation about eligibility 
for the COVID-19 vaccine. 
The COA created a form 
through Google that once 
filled out provides contact 
information for a vaccine 
candidate to Chatham pub-
lic health, Streets said. He 
added the COA is commit-
ted to making sure connec-
tions are legitimately being 
made for whoever calls the 
non-profit with questions, 
and people aren’t just being 
given a phone number for 
another service without 
any follow-up. 

That data is proving to 

be a valuable tool in craft-
ing an equitable response 
to the pandemic. 

Streets said sharing COA 
data with the Chatham 
health department is 
helping make connections 
to historically underserved 
communities. 

“We serve a proportion-
ally large population in a 
lot of our services who are 
minorities,” Streets said. 
“So we wanted to have that 
direct, real time engage-
ment with public health 
to provide the contact 
information, and then 
checking back frequently 
with public health and say 
‘Do you need us to reach 
out?’”

For nearly a year, 
Streets has held confer-
ence calls every Friday 
morning to address 
community concerns 
regarding the pandemic; 
last week happened to be 
his 51st call. The featured 
speaker on that call was 
Chatham County Public 
Health Director Mike 
Zelek, who laid out part of  
North Carolina’s plans to 
reach communities who 
have historically been 
left out of  satisfactory 
healthcare.

“It’s about speed and 
equity,” Zelek said during 
the phone conference. 
“So it’s about giving out 
the vaccine, but it’s not 
just about giving out the 
vaccine. It’s about getting 
out the vaccine to the full 
Chatham community, in-
cluding historically mar-
ginalized populations.” 

For Streets, he sees that 
commitment to the com-
munity as holding more 
weight than ever.

“As a Council on Aging 
in our 46th year, our 
mission has essentially 
been the same since our 
beginning, which is keep-
ing people living safely 
in the community for as 
long as possible,” Streets 
said. “There’s never been 
a more important time for 
that then now.” 

COUNCIL ON AGING

Staff photo by James Kiefer

COA meal site manager Alan Russo organizes supplies for delivery to 
homes across Chatham County.

Commissioners approve sweeping ordinance 
changes to improve town aesthetic

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — In a bid to enact fre-
quent calls for the town’s revitalization, 
Siler City’s board of  commissioners 
authorized several ordinance amend-
ments during its regular meeting Mon-
day to promote and enforce building 
maintenance and minimum aesthetic 
standards.

Town Planner Jack Meadows has 
spearheaded the effort to establish a “tool” 
whereby town staff, with commissioner 
guidance, could launch an improvement 
program to enhance the town’s appear-
ance. Plans for ordinance adjustments 
that would empower the town to improve 
commercial real estate have been in devel-
opment for years, he said.

“We hired a contractor to do ordinance 
enforcement about two years ago and he 
started sharing new tools and ideas with 
us,” Meadows said. “... So, I put it in my 
brief(case) and held on to it.”

The recommendations from State 
Code Enforcement Inc. — led by 
contractors Dennis Pinnix and George 
McDuffie — sat idle for a short time 
until the Siler City Downtown Advisory 
Committee started exploring options to 
enhance the downtown aesthetic. 

“The Downtown Advisory Committee 
started talking about the appearance and 
structure of some of our downtown build-
ings when they were meeting,” Meadows 
said, “and I said ‘Well, we’ve got a poten-
tial tool, I’ll just share it with you.’”

Committee members were thrilled 
with what they saw. They have since 
recommended the board adopt the or-
dinance changes more than once, most 
recently in January, but Monday was 
the first time the board took action.

The amendments are to Chapter 8 of  
Siler City’s code of ordinances which 
establishes building standards. About 20 
revisions fall under Article VI: “Minimum 
Nonresidential Code.” The updated lan-
guage will permit an ordinance enforce-
ment officer to work with commercial 
property owners to address ordinance 

violations such as broken windows, loose 
wires from junction boxes, flaking paint, 
damaged and dirty awnings, broken curbs 
and pothole-ridden parking lots — all 
of which have been routinely observed 
around town. The ordinance changes do 
not require any budgetary adjustments 
from the board of commissioners. 

While the Downtown Advisory 
Committee initiated ordinance change 
recommendations, Meadows suggested 
the board include all of  Siler City with-
in the new enforceable standards. 

“I get complaints from folks around 
town,” Meadows said, “Folks aren’t hap-
py with the structure and look of some 
of our commercial buildings. There are 
no tools in our tool box in Siler City to 
address those concerns and complaints.” 

He thus advised the board to extend 
the Downtown Advisory Committee’s 
plan to encompass all commercial real 
estate in Siler City.

“Our recommendation would be not 
to — if  you choose to adopt this ordi-
nance — not to just do it for downtown, 
but citywide,” Meadows said.

The commissioners were quick to 
second his admonition.

“I completely agree; I think we need 
to go within the entire corporate limits,” 
said Commissioner Bill Haiges. “I’m 
always a person who wants to make it 
for everyone instead of  just targeting a 
group. Let’s include everyone in it.” 

Dennis Pinnix, the contractor who 
suggested Siler City revise its ordi-
nance, has overseen similar programs 
in other North Carolina towns. The re-
sults, he said, have been only beneficial.

“Their tax values have gone up dra-
matically because of  this ordinance,” 
he said in Monday’s meeting.

Property owners, too — though 
behooved to perform building work they 
may not have done otherwise — appre-
ciated their town’s direction, Pinnix 
said. In Mooresville, where his company 
helped enforce similar measures three 
years ago, only two out of  65 affected 
property owners pushed back on the 
new regulation, according to Pinnix.

“We went around and we talked to each 
merchant and we told them, ‘Look, in 90 
days this is what we’re going to be looking 
for,’” he said. “And we gave them all a list 
of things that we would be looking for that 
we would be enforcing with this ordinance 
... Once merchants started fixing up their 
buildings, they got enthusiastic about it, 
and the town of Mooresville never looked 
as good as it does today.” 

Meadows emphasized that Siler City 
staff will similarly work with property 
owners.

“The way we designed this is not to 
go in and start tearing down buildings 
right away,” he said. “... It’s not a quick 
turnaround process. I think we can 
probably start with just communicat-
ing and talking with folks. It wouldn’t 
be right out of  the door coming through 
with ordinances for demolition.”

Commissioners were enthused by the 
prospect of imminent town improvement.

“I think we need a draw downtown, 
and I think we’re starting to get that 
with people revitalizing,” said Commis-
sioner Cindy Bray. “This ordinance, I 
think it’s going to help people.”

The board voted unanimously in 
support of a motion to adopt the proposed 
ordinance amendments as of July 1. Com-
mercial property owners will have until 
then to familiarize themselves with the 
changes and begin necessary renovations. 

With the same goal of  townwide aes-
thetic improvement, the commissioners 
also gave consensus for Meadows and 
other town staff to launch an ordinance 
enforcement program prohibiting motor 
vehicles from “being parked on grass/
dirt and more than four motor vehicles 
located in the front yards of  single-fami-
ly and two-family residential dwellings.”  

Other news

• Impending demolition
The house at 1411 Martin Luther 

King Blvd. will be demolished soon. 
Last year, town staff evaluated the 
building’s integrity and deemed it unfit 
for human habitation and in violation 

of  the town’s housing ordinance. 
A complaint notice was served upon the 

building’s owner in December. In January, 
2021, the notice was published in the News 
+ Record. Following an administrative 
hearing later that month, town staff filed a 
notice of lis pendens, or formal notice.

On Monday, the board of  commis-
sioners approved a demolition ordi-
nance for the property and committed 
to hiring KBS Earthworks to perform 
demolition within five days of  notice, 
weather pending. 

• Calls to commemorate Black-owned 
businesses

Commissioner Tony Siler asked the 
board’s permission to introduce Donald 
Matthews, a member of  the public, to 
discuss the idea of  a town-sponsored 
commemoration of  historically Black-
owned businesses in Siler City. 

“I don’t know how many of  you are 
aware of  this,” Matthews said, “but 
there used to be Black-owned business-
es in downtown Siler City.”

The stores included a jewelry store, a 
shoe store, a TV repair shop and a cafe 
according to Matthews. 

“These businesses ran for several years 
during the segregation period,” he said, 
“It was really the only place downtown 
that we had available to us. Subsequently 
what has happened over the years during 
my research, I find that that particular set 
of buildings was not included in the reg-
istry when some of these buildings were 
designated historical.”

Matthews, therefore, proposed a 
“plan to honor those business owners 
and that particular district” with a 
mural to be painted on one side of  the 
formerly Black-owned building and a 
complementary Juneteenth celebration 
commemorating the contributions of  
Black Siler City residents to the town’s 
history.

“When we do things in this city, we 
have to be inclusive,” he said. 

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be reached 
at dldolder@chathamnr.com and on 
Twitter @dldolder.

SILER CITY COMMISSIONERS



CHATHAM 
COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

On Feb. 22, Genita Cagle 
Sprouse, 48, of  3006 
Silk Hope Gum Springs 
Road, Pittsboro, was 
arrested by Deputy 
Jonathan Frazier for 
possession with inten-
tion to manufacture/
sell/deliver a controlled 
substance, felony pos-
session of  a schedule II 
controlled substance, 
possession of  drug para-
phernalia and maintain-
ing a vehicle/dwelling/
place for a controlled 
substance. Sprouse was 
issued a written promise 
to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in 
Pittsboro on March 1.

On Feb. 22, Marques 
Valntae Johnson, 36, 
of  500 Falkner Quarter 
Road, Warrenton, was 
arrested by Deputy 
Matthew Mitchell for 
true bill of  indictment 
on charges of  criminal 
possession of  a finan-
cial transaction card/
forgery device. Johnson 
was issued a written 
promise to appear in 
person County District 
Court in Roxboro on 
March 4.

On Feb. 22, Abilio Ra-
dames Abelardes, 44, of  
10645 US Hwy 64 East, 
Staley, was arrested by 
Deputy Johnny Griffin 
for assault on a female. 
Abelardes was issued 
a 48-hour hold and is 
scheduled to appear in 
Randolph County Dis-
trict Court in Asheboro 
on Feb. 24.

On Feb. 22, Mitchell 
Jermaine Percell, 39, of  
224 Kathleen Terrace, 
Sanford, was arrested by 
Deputy Phillip Hanson, 
for 3 counts each for 
breaking and entering, 
larceny after break/
enter, and injury to real 
property. Percell was 

issued a $10,000 secured 
bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in 
Pittsboro on March 22.

On Feb. 24, Polly Mea 
McRae, 52, of  240 Doc 
Brown Road, Raeford, 
was arrested by Deputy 
Brandal Harrington for 
true bill of  indictment 
on charges of  forgery of  
Instrument and utter-
ing forged instrument. 
McRae was issued a 
written promise to 
appear in Hoke County 
District Court in Rae-
ford on March 8.

On Feb. 25, James 
Alvergus Brown, 57, 
of  483 Lee Emerson 
Road, Bear Creek, was 
arrested by Deputy 
Brandal Harrington for 
two counts of  break-
ing and entering, two 
counts of  larceny after 
breaking and entering, 
possession of  stolen 
goods/property, and five 
counts of  Injury to real 
property. Brown was 
issued a $10,000 secured 
bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in 
Pittsboro on March 22.

On Feb. 25, Eugene 
Cleve Staley, Jr., 31, of  
4781 Huntingwood Road, 
Ramseur, was arrest-
ed by Deputy Brandal 
Harrington for second 
degree trespassing. Sta-
ley was issued a written 
promise to appear in 
Chatham County Dis-
trict Court in Pittsboro 
on March 23.

On Feb. 25, Howard 
Leonard Hensdill, 44, of  
534 Deer Run, Pittsboro, 
was arrested by Deputy 
John Beach for assault 
on a female.  Hensdill 
was issued a 48-hour do-
mestic violence hold and 
is scheduled to appear 
in Chatham County Dis-
trict Court in Pittsboro 
on March 3.
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Loves Creek Watershed Stewards 
to launch new community program
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

The Loves Creek Wa-
tershed Stewards — a 
group of  local environ-
mentalists committed 
to improving water 
quality and drainage 
issues in Siler City’s 
Loves Creek water-
shed — have worked 
for years collecting 
data and sponsoring 
improvement projects. 
Soon, their entire body 
of  work, including a 
comprehensive map of  
the water system, will 
be online for interested 
residents to explore 
and modify.

If  all goes accord-
ing to plan, the LCWS 
team will have created 
an interactive online 
platform — hosted on 
the state’s domain — by 
the summer of  2022. 
The editable story map 
format will chronicle the 
team’s years-long work 
and detail areas of  future 
activity. 

The new project, called 
the “Loves Creek Water-
shed action plan,” will be 
funded by a $75,000 grant 
from the North Carolina 
Land and Water trust 
fund.

“The ultimate, the 
big picture, goal of  the 
project is to give us an 
opportunity to gather 
the data information 
that’s already out there,” 
said Grace Messinger, a 
member of  LCWS and 
a project manager at 
Piedmont Conservation 
Council. 

But the website will do 
more than just showcase 
complete work. It will 
afford environmentally 
conscious Siler City 
residents the chance to 
engage with LCWS and 

contribute to the town’s 
watershed revitaliza-
tion.

“So, the cool thing is 
it’s not just gonna be a 
static document,” said 
Catherine Deininger, 
another LCWS member 
and co-founder of  the 
environmental consult-
ing firm Biocenosis. 
“People will be able to 
identify and collect, in 
one place, the potential 
for future projects or 
potential projects or 
areas of  concern that 
deal with water quality 
issues.”

Loves Creek Water-
shed is an 8-square-
mile water system that 
flows through Siler City 
and the surrounding 
area before draining 
into the Rocky River. 
All of  downtown lies 
within its 400-acre 
girth, as well as several 
populous areas such 
as the Park Shopping 
Center.

The watershed’s 
expanse is largely un-
known, LCWS members 
say, but it heavily affects 
local ecology.

“Loves Creek is an 
impaired watershed — 
an impaired and largely 
forgotten watershed,” 
Deininger previously told 
the News + Record. “Most 
people don’t know where 
it is.”

What little Siler City 
residents do know, 
however, usually comes 
from the watershed’s 
propensity to induce 
flooding.

But Deininger and 
Messinger hope the 
action plan will change 
public perception. It will 
dispel common misun-
derstandings about the 
watershed’s local impact 
and encourage more 

people to contribute to 
the town’s environmental 
cleanup.

“No matter if  you’re 
part of  our projects or 
not,” Messigner said, 
“we’re gonna be able to 
take all this information 
that occurred over the 
years and have it be in a 
one stop shopping type 
of  area that you can 
access.”

The online story map, 
“which will be an ap-
plication you can use,” 
Deininger said, will 
feature a complete view 
of  the watershed’s in-
tricate network. There 
will be icons show-
ing areas of  past and 
current LCWS projects, 
what was accomplished 
and where funding 
was sourced. A custom 
built survey tool will 
“eventually be made 
available to the public 
for them to be able to 
add stuff  to this map,” 
she added.

“So, we’ll be able to 
get more information 
and education out to the 
public where it’s not just 
coming through us,” 
Messinger said. “I think 
that’s probably one of  
the bigger the bigger 
accomplishments of  this 
process.” 

Recently, LCWS ac-
quired an intern through 
the UNC EcoStudio — a 
program that pairs En-
vironment and Ecology 
undergraduate students 
from UNC-Chapel Hill 
with environmental 
organizations — to test 
an early version of  the 
action plan and compile 
data. 

“She actually has gone 
and started using some of  
the tools that are part of  
this online map to collect 
information that we plan 

to highlight in this story 
map, this action plan,” 
Deininger said. “So she’s 
doing some of  the field 
work for us.”

So far, the action plan 
is functioning well, 
but with some kinks 
that need rectification 
before the program can 
go live.

“We’re still working 
through a few little 
bugs,” Deininger said. 
“We’ve run into issues, 
things like one of  the 
issues we ran into the 
other day was you can 
only put one photo per 
project ... So, things like 
that, that’s why it hasn’t 
launched yet.”

The LCWS team hopes 
to compile most of  its 
watershed data into 
the action plan before 
opening the applica-
tion for public use. But 
once it goes live, LCWS 
thinks the action plan 
could be a game chang-
er for Siler City resi-
dents eager to improve 
the town’s watershed 
impairment. 

“So before we really 
launch, or work with 
the state to actually put 
something up on the 
website that would be the 
story map, we’re going to 
be probably 75% of  the 
way through,” Messinger 
said. “But the neat thing 
will be that even once 
our grant is done, the 
beauty of  it is that it’s 
going to live on where 
we can then add to it and 
then we can share with 
other people how they 
can add information to 
it, as well.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.
com and on Twitter @
dldolder.

7 local artists receive support grants
CHATHAM ARTS COUNCIL

Funds especially critical to help artists pursue 
creative projects during a pandemic

From the Chatham Arts 
Council

PITTSBORO — Is 
there a profession that 
can help elicit joy, help 
us express ourselves, 
and strengthen the very 
community in which 
we live, work, and 
play? Quite simply, yes. 
Artists can. Which is 
why supporting artists 
is critical — especially 
during a pandemic. Art-
ists are part of  the fabric 
that holds a community 
together. In an effort 
to continue to lift local 
artists, the Chatham 
Arts Council is pleased 
to announce the seven 
local recipients of  the 
Artist Support Grants: 
JR Butler, Britt Flood, 
Marjorie Hudson, Tony 
Peacock, Wendy Spitzer 
(AKA Felix Obelix), 
Christian Tamburr and 
Will Ridenour.

The Artist Support 
Grants are given to sup-
port a range of  profes-
sional and artistic devel-
opment for emerging and 
established artists. This 
year’s recipients cover 
a wide array of  artistic 
areas including 2D visual 
art, literary art, media 
arts, and music. Led by 
The United Arts Council 
of  Raleigh and Wake 
County, and in part-
nership with the North 
Carolina Arts Council, 
Raleigh Arts, and other 
local arts councils, the 
Chatham Arts Council 
(CAC) had the honor of  
awarding the Artist Sup-
port Grants to these local 
artists.

“When lockdown 
started, I lost my art 
gigs,” explained JR 
Butler, visual artist and 
grant recipient. “I have 
not been able to receive 
unemployment. Without 
any income, it was im-
possible for me to keep 
my studio, so I moved 
everything to my tiny 
house. This grant will 
provide me the funds 
necessary to cover some 
of  my living expenses to 
make it easier for me to 
get by while I transform 
part of  my living space 
into a better functioning 
home studio. Having a 
suitable studio will make 
it much easier to make 
and promote my work 
during these challenging 
times.”

The Artist Support 
Grants program was 
open to ALL artists living 
in Chatham, Harnett, 
Johnston, Lee and Wake 
counties. The criteria 
included overall excel-
lence of  the applicant’s 
artwork as demonstrated 
by work samples; fea-
sibility of  the proposed 
project; and contribution 
of  the proposed project to 
the advancement of  the 
applicant’s professional 
artistic development and 
practice.

“The Chatham Arts 
Council is committed to 
supporting our communi-
ty through service, solace 
and hope this year,” 
said Cheryl Chamblee, 
Executive Director of  
the CAC. “Through their 
amazing work, these tal-
ented artists are offering 
all of  us service, solace, 

and hope – an endeavor 
that is incredibly difficult 
with the closures the arts 
community has been 
witness to.”

More than $82,000 in 
grants are being distrib-
uted among five counties 
in this region to deserv-
ing applicants. This grant 
is essential in helping off-
set the negative impact of  
the pandemic, ensuring 
artists have the resources 
they need to continue in 
their profession. Indi-
vidual grants are being 

awarded up to $1,500.
The Chatham Arts 

Council nurtures cre-
ative thinkers in Cha-
tham County. We do this 
in two ways: we invest in 
artists and we educate 
kids through the arts. 
In its thirty-seventh 
year as a nonprofit arts 
agency, Chatham Arts 
Council’s flagship pro-
grams include Meet This 
Artist, Go See This, art-
ist grants and the Cha-
tham Artists-in- Schools 
Initiative — serving 
more than 3,500 chil-
dren this year. Chatham 
Arts Council is proud to 
partner with the North 
Carolina Arts Council, 

the Durham Arts Coun-
cil, Chatham County 
Schools and numerous 
Chatham arts organiza-
tions, human resource 
nonprofits and local 
businesses. For more 
information, visit www.
ChathamArtsCouncil.
org.

Submitted photo

Musician Will Ridenour 
is one of the local 
artists who received 
grants from the 
Chatham Arts Council.
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Chatham’s MIS director shares insights on cyber attack
Nick Haffele was the 

interim director of  Cha-
tham 
County 
Man-
agement 
and 
Infor-
mation 
Systems 
(MIS) 
when 

the ransomware attack 
which crippled the coun-
ty’s system on Oct. 28 of  
last year occurred. Haf-
fele and his team helped 
direct and lead the recov-
ery efforts, earning the 
praise of  County Manag-
er Dan LaMontagne and 
county commissioners 
for their tireless role in 
keeping county functions 
and services as uninter-
rupted as possible.

Though county officials 
have released no new 
statements about the 
incident in the last week 
— which ultimately led 
to the public uploading 
of  some county data 
files after a ransom of  50 
bitcoin (about $708,000) 
wasn’t paid to the threat 
actor making the demand 
— Haffele responded to 
questions from the News 
+ Record via email.

Haffele was named MIS 
director in December 
2020 after being appoint-
ed to serve in the interim 
role in June 2020. He also 
serves Chatham County 
as the Geographic Infor-
mation Systems (GIS) 

manager, a role he has 
served in since February 
2015. Haffele has held GIS 
roles in both the public 
and private sector includ-
ing time with GeoComm, 
Branch County, MI (911), 
and Atos North America.

How was the breach 
discovered?

Chatham County Man-
agement and Informa-
tion Systems staff found 
ransomware notes on 
encrypted servers when 
reporting to work on 
October 28, 2020.

 Can you describe how 
you felt and what it was 
like for you after you were 
made aware of the breach? 
What was your immediate 
reaction, and how did you 
transition from that to a 
recovery game plan?

It was definitely a shock 
to the system at first, but 
we quickly transitioned to 
containment and miti-
gation of  further propa-
gation across Chatham 
County’s network. Our 
staff did a tremendous job 
to react quickly once the 
breach was discovered. 
We identified a recovery 
road map within 48 hours 
and worked towards 
prioritizing restoration of  
our most critical business 
systems.

 What was your messag-
ing like to your staff – what 
objectives did you commu-
nicate?

Our staff knew that 
we had a difficult road 
ahead, so my main focus 
was to remain positive 
and keep our recovery 
plan moving forward 
every single day. I cannot 
emphasize enough how 
professionally our staff 
handled the situation. 
They got to work imme-
diately, supported one 
another and have kept 
a positive attitude the 
entire time.

 How did you communi-
cate, given that phones and 
email were down?

Thankfully we live in 
a time where multiple 
communication options 
are available. We utilized 
cell phones, temporary 
hot spots, Gmail ac-
counts, etc., to keep lines 
of  communication open 
between staff. We also 
held daily briefings with 
stakeholders to keep staff 
up to speed on the recov-
ery plan and progress.

 What in your training/
previous experience pre-
pared you for this?

Responding to an event 
like this is a team effort. 
It wasn’t going to be one 
person or department 
that would facilitate a 
successful recovery. MIS 
had developed a plan for 
response prior to the in-
cident. Chatham County 
has also undergone mul-
tiple threat assessments 
in the past few years that 

helped guide our re-
sponse plan and security 
measures. Additionally, 
my previous athletic 
experience helped me 
with responding to this 
event. We faced a lot of  
adversity and having the 
experience of  working 
together as a team for a 
single objective helped 
keep things in focus.

 Can you talk about those 
first days and weeks … how 
did you maintain your com-
posure, your focus?  

The most important 
things for myself  and 
staff were to keep making 
progress, focusing on our 
priorities and remain-
ing positive every day. 
It would have been easy 
to look at the totality of  
what we were facing and 
get frustrated, but my 
staff did a great job of  
moving ahead regardless 
of  how much work there 
was to be done.

 Can you discuss the pro-
cess of wiping the county’s 
500+ computers clean — 
how did you prioritize this 
work? And was all of it done 
by you and your staff? What 
was that like?

Our technical services 
support staff was able 
to complete the work of  
wiping and reimaging 
county computers with-
out outside assistance. 
Our technical services 
supervisor prioritized 
this work based on guid-

ance from our Emergen-
cy Operations staff on 
what departments needed 
computers back first.

 Can you talk generally 
about what new safeties are 
in place to prevent this from 
happening again?

I can’t speak to specific 
technology, but I can say 
that mitigation of  future 
events has been a main 
focus along with recov-
ery post incident. No 
network is 100% secure, 
but we have implemented 
additional security mea-
sures to build a stronger 
network security archi-
tecture and will continue 
to do so moving forward.

 What do you know, and 
what can you tell us, about 
how DoppelPaymer got in?

As noted in our Febru-
ary 15th news release it 
was a Phishing email that 
resulted in the breach. I 
can’t provide any more 
detail than that.

 And how would you 
characterize what hap-
pened?

Some counties and 
entities have experienced 
attacks (an attempted 
breach that was ultimate-
ly not fully successful), 
while others have expe-
rienced breaches (where 
data was stolen). Our net-
work was breached and 
most of  our servers were 
encrypted. As noted in 
the previously mentioned 

news release, we are 
aware of  data released 
by the threat actors and 
are working diligently 
with state agencies and 
legal counsel to notify all 
impacted individuals.

 What was in place within 
the county’s system to stop 
attacks and attempted 
breaches as the threat actor 
made it through layers of 
security?

I cannot speak specif-
ically to what types of  
security were in place 
prior to the attack, but I 
can say that we had tech-
nology in place to protect 
our network. As I stated 
in a response to a previ-
ous question, no network 
is 100% secure, and it will 
be a constant fight to pro-
tect our network moving 
forward.

 What are the main tasks 
left on yours and the coun-
ty’s to-do lists in regards to 
recovery?

We expect our recov-
ery to continue into the 
second quarter of  2021. 
While our critical busi-
ness systems are opera-
tional, there are a lot of  
ancillary business pro-
cesses that have not yet 
been fully restored. MIS 
staff continues to work 
diligently to respond to 
the needs of  our county 
staff to provide excellent 
service delivery to the 
residents of  Chatham 
County.

THE CN+R Q&A | NICK HAFFELE

Haffele

Inter-Faith Food Shuttle launches food distribution 
and health program for Chatham’s minority seniors

BY VICTORIA JOHNSON
News + Record Staff

This year, like every year, February 
was designated in Chatham as “We 
Love Seniors” Month — and though the 
Inter-Faith Food Shuttle didn’t know 
that, the organization managed to show 
some love to several Chatham seniors 
anyway.

In February, the Raleigh-based 
nonprofit launched a free program 

designed to feed and educate some of  
the county’s most vulnerable seniors, 
according to Piniel Tadesse, the orga-
nization’s community health education 
programs coordinator. Per its website, 
the Inter-Faith Food Shuttle seeks 
to “create a hunger-free and healthy 
community,” and serves seven coun-
ties across North Carolina, including 
Chatham.

This program — called the Food 
Access and Education for Rural Seniors 

Living with Type 2 Diabetes (FAERS) — 
targets low-income Hispanic and Black 
seniors over age 60 with Type 2 Diabe-
tes in Chatham and Johnston counties. 
It began last month, Tadesse said, “but 
we will be enrolling participants until 
we reach our capacity.”

It’ll operate through October and has 
space for 100 seniors — ideally, Ta-
desse said, 50 from each county. So far, 
eight Chatham seniors have enrolled, 
and they’re still looking for 42 more to 
participate. According to a Food Shuttle 
press release, a $100,000 grant from 
Feeding America network donors, in-
cluding Enterprise Rent-A-Car Founda-
tion, funds the FAERS program.

Among other things, participants will 
receive bi-monthly supplemental food 
bags, including boxes of  fresh produce 
and grocery bags with various non-per-
ishable items. The most recent produce 
box, Tadesse said, included potatoes, 
carrots and apples, among other things, 
while their grocery bags have included 
whole wheat tortillas, brown rice and 
green beans.

“We made sure that we have food 
items from every group to include,” she 
added. “In fact, all items are low sugar, 
low sodium and low fat, so it’s also 
healthy.”

The Food Shuttle also sends out 
grocery gift cards and monthly 
booklets with shopping lists, healthy 
recipes and other materials. To edu-
cate participants about healthy living 
and nutrition, program organizers 
hold monthly bilingual “classes” via 
Zoom phone calls. The program’s 
ultimate goal, according to Tadesse, is 
to provide participating seniors with 
the tools to improve their health and 
eating habits. 

FAERS resembles another program 
the Food Shuttle first began in Wake 
and later implemented in Johnston, 
where they’d send seniors monthly gro-
cery bags. COVID-19, as always, forced 
them to end that program in Johnston 
— and that’s part of  why they launched 
the FAERS program this year.

“It’s also because of  COVID-19,” Ta-
desse said. “A lot of  seniors have been 
affected by it, and the rate of  food inse-
curity has increased because of  that, so 
we wanted to come up with a creative 
way to address hunger-related issues in 
those counties.” 

They chose to start in Chatham and 
Johnston counties because both have 
the highest concentration of  minority 
seniors in their seven-county service 
area across central North Carolina, and 
minority seniors, Tadesse said, have an 
increased rate of  food insecurity and 
COVID-related deaths. 

“We wanted to focus our resources on 
groups that need it the most,” she said, 
adding, “We just thought it would be a 
good idea to start with those counties 
to see how the pilot program goes and 
then we definitely have plans to expand 
into other counties after the pilot pro-

gram is over.”
The entire program, she added, has 

been designed to preempt as many bar-
riers as possible. They distribute food 
via drive-thrus, and so ask that par-
ticipants have reliable transportation. 
Yet, Tadesse said, even if  some seniors 
don’t, the Food Shuttle has partnered 
with local organizations that can deliv-
er door-to-door.

Since many participants may not 
have internet access or digital know-
how, FAERS conducts monthly classes 
over the phone, providing participants 
a phone number and meeting ID that 
enable them to attend the class “in a 
teleconference manner.” 

Spanish-speaking interns translate 
all documents and materials, like shop-
ping lists, into Spanish for those who 
don’t speak English. Classes, too, are 
held in both languages. To overcome 
any financial barriers, the program 
supplies participants with monthly $30 
Food Lion gift cards and ensures that 
items on suggested shopping lists are 
under $30.

“Even though our program does not 
completely replace their food budget, 
we supplement it,” Tadesse said. “So 
that’s lifting that financial burden, 
with some seniors having to choose 
between paying their bills or paying 
for their medication over buying 
healthy food for themselves and their 
families.”

To sign up, interested seniors can 
email piniel@foodshuttle.org or call 
919-390-1978. If  seniors register via 
email, they’ll receive a link to the 
application form. The Inter-Faith Food 
Shuttle has also been printing out ap-
plication forms and mailing them with 
return envelopes to seniors who’ve 
signaled their interest.

“For some seniors who maybe cannot 
read as well any more, or things like 
that, we can fill it out over the phone 
with them,” Tadesse said. “So we just 
read the questions from the application 
form, and they just tell (us) the answer, 
and we just fill it out over the phone, 
which we have done more of  I think 
than any other way.”

The application form itself, Ta-
desse added, is “very simple and 
short.” Applicants only need to pro-
vide some basic personal information 
so that the Inter-Faith Food Shuttle 
can ensure they qualify for the pro-
gram. No documentation necessary, 
Tadesse added.

Generally, she said Tuesdays and 
Thursdays would be the best times to 
call for those who only speak Spanish; 
otherwise, if  Spanish speakers call, the 
Food Shuttle will have their Span-
ish-speaking interns call them back.

For more information, visit the 
Inter-Faith Food Shuttle’s website at 
www.foodshuttle.org.

Reporter Victoria Johnson can be 
reached at victoria@chathamnr.com.

would like to acknowledge & thank 
our online advertisers. 

Visit (our site) to connect 
with them!

www.chathamnewsrecord.com
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Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Lunches delivered to post office
Members of the Siler City Community Meal group delivered lunches last week to the 
staff at the Siler City Post Office. Here, from left, Gwen Overturf, postal clerk Octavio 
Rodriguez, Siler City Postmaster Darin Shamberger and Maggie Zwilling pose 
with meals. The Siler City Fire Department, Siler City Police Department, Siler City 
Pharmacy, and the Community Pharmacy have been among the recipients of these 
free lunches. Those who are working as a team to deliver meals are hopeful they 
can carry on with their free lunch mission until the Covid danger has passed. This 
depends totally on their funding. The Siler City Community Meal is so grateful to 
those who have donated to the effort and continue to invite donations for continued 
recognition of front line workers and local food services.

Submitted photo

Northwood’s Ella Sullivan honored
The North Carolina Scholastic Media Association announced 
last week that Northwood High School’s Ella Sullivan was one of 
three alternates for the Rachel Rivers-Coffey North Carolina High 
School Journalist of the Year award. Sullivan is the co-editor-in-
chief at her school’s news magazine, the Northwood Omniscient. 
The N.C. Press Foundation awarded each alternate $1,000, as 
well as $250 to their journalism programs.

Subscribe Today 
919-663-3232

Chatham YMCA

287 East Street, Suite 412, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

More Info: 919-545-9622

• CHATHAM YMCA SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMP
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PITTSBORO 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PERRY HARRISON SCHOOL

What is your favorite sport or 
exercise? Write a paragraph 
describing why you like it.Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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Standards Link: Research:
Use the newspaper to 

locate information.

Look through the 
newspaper for a 
photograph or 
drawing of an 

animal or person. 
Copy the pose and 
see how long you 
can hold it. The 

sports pages have 
great challenging 

poses.

Hold That 
Pose!

Sometimes we feel some really big emotions. Anger, 
sadness or even happiness make it hard to calm down. 

Here are some fun breathing games that help calm 
those big emotions.

Imagine you are smelling a flower, breathing in deeply 
through your nose and out through your mouth.

Smelling Flowers

Just like a little bunny in the garden, take three quick 
sniffs in through your nose, and one long exhale out 

through the mouth.

Bunny Breath

Pretend to be a snake and hiss. Inhale deeply through 
your nose and blow out through your mouth with a soft 

and low hissing sound.

Snake Breath

Sit comfortably and inhale through your nose, keeping 
your mouth closed. Next, with your mouth still closed, 
make a humming or buzzing noise (like a bumblebee) 

as you exhale.

Bumblebee Breath

Place your fingers under your chin, and as you inhale, 
raise your elbows as high as you can around your neck 
and face. On the exhale, lower your elbows back down.

Dragon Fire Breath

In many parts of the country, team sports have been cancelled because 
of the pandemic. In some places it is hard to play outside because of 
COVID and/or the weather. But there is one sport you can do in your 
own home. It’s yoga!

Can you pose like a dog? How 
  about a cat? Maybe a cobra or 
   a butterfly?

        These poses can be fun and 
            silly. They are also yoga 
    poses that are good 
        for you!

Have you ever watched a dog when it 
gets up from resting? It might do this 
stretch which ancient yogis (people who 
do yoga) discovered was a good stretch 
for people, too.

Downward Facing Dog

Sit on the floor and bring the soles of your 
feet together. Let your knees fall outward 
so your legs look like butterfly wings.

Butterfly 

What is Yoga?
The Benefits of Yoga

Yoga is an ancient form of fitness with poses that help 
you stretch, relax and get stronger.

Research shows yoga has many benefits. Use the code 
to find out what these are.

Yoga can improve 

Yoga can improve 

Yoga can reduce

= A = F

= C = L

= E = M

= O = T

= R = U

= S = Y

No reason to be afraid of this 
cobra! It is a great yoga pose 
and stretch.

Lie down with your belly on the 
ground.

Place your hands under your 
shoulders and your 
forehead on the ground.

Breathe in through your nose 
and press your hands to the 
ground while raising your head and 
shoulders.

Exhale through your mouth and 
teeth and hiss like a snake.

Lower your body back to the ground.
Relax and repeat.

Cobra

Cat Pose

Go to your hands 
and knees and 
breathe in deeply 
through your 
nose.

Exhale and 
stretch your 
legs and arms 
so that your 
bottom is up in 
the air.

Push the ground firmly 
with your hands. Stretch 
your legs, bending and 
straightening your 
knees very carefully. 
Stop if you feel any pain!

Return to your 
hands and 
knees.
Relax and 
repeat.

1. 2. 3. 4.

Bring one leg in front of you 
so your shin is parallel to 
the top edge of a wall, draw 
the other leg behind so your 
knee is on the ground.

Your 
back foot 
can be flat 
on the ground, or your toes 
can be tucked under.

Pigeon

No one knows exactly when yoga began. It’s been around 
for thousands of years. How yoga is practiced has changed over 

time as different people in different places started doing it. But one 
thing that people who practice different kinds of yoga agree on is 

that yoga can improve health and well-being for people of all ages.

Yoga takes concentration. Look at the pictures below. Which 
ones come from somewhere on this page?

Concentrate!

Move onto your hands and 
knees. Take a deep breath in 
through your nose. Round your  
         back and lower your chin to  
             your chest.

         Exhale and lower your back 
and raise your head. 

Rest and repeat.

Yoga began in 
India long ago. 

Ancient statues 
show figures in 

various yoga 
poses.
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Research:

and face. On the exhale, lower your elbows back down.

Children are born curious. From their earliest days, sensory 
exploration brings delight and wonder. New discoveries expand 
their minds.  When they unlock the joy of reading, their world 

widens further. Magic happens.

Kid Scoop opens the doors of discovery for elementary school 
children by providing interactive, engaging and relevant 

age-appropriate materials designed to awaken the magic of 
reading at school, at home, and throughout their lives.

For more information about our literacy non-profit, visit 
kidscoopnews.org
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Friends of the Library hits pause, stays 
above water after losing annual book sales

BY JAMES KIEFER
News + Record 
Correspondent

If  you were to ask Rho-
da Berkowitz what she 
does, she might tell you 
she works in mysteries.

That’s technically true, 
considering she’s the 
person who organizes the 
mysteries sections of  the 
biannual Friends of  the 
Chatham Community 
Library book sales. 

She said she got 
involved with the FCCL 
around 17 years ago when 
she first moved to Cha-
tham County, and soon 
turned volunteering with 
the group into a priority.

“As soon as we moved I 
got involved with the book 
sale,” she said. “I also got 
on the board of the Friends. 
Then I was president of the 
board for two years and I’m 
still on the board.”

These days, that 
includes serving on com-
mittees within the non-
profit, and in a normal 
year helping out every 
Tuesday morning to 
organize books for one of  
the biannual book sales.

But Berkowitz could 
also tell you work has 
been slow as of  late. The 
FCCL announced in 
February the cancella-
tion of  its Spring Book 
Sale — originally planned 
for late March — citing 
health concerns stem-
ming from COVID-19. 
This marks the third 
book sale upended by the 
pandemic, and it’s leav-
ing the organization in a 
bit of  a holding pattern. 

The FCCL is a non-
profit volunteer group 
that aims to support the 
Chatham Community 
Library in Pittsboro. 
Besides serving as an 
advocate for the library, 
the FCCL contributes 

supplemental funds for 
expenditures that fall 
outside of  the county’s 
allotted budget for the 
reading center. 

Karen Hengeveld, the 
president of the Friend’s 
board of directors, 
estimates each book sale 
raises between $17,000-
20,000 in gross revenue. A 
portion of that money goes 
back to the nonprofit to 
handle operating costs, but 
Hengeveld said much of it 
is funneled to the library. 

“Those two book sales 
a year are probably 
approximately 60% of  the 
revenue we provide to the 
library each year,” she 
said. “We’re a 501(c)3, so 
we keep track of  how the 
money is spent of  course, 
but we give the library 
almost all of  that money 
back directly for pro-
grams and services.”

In addition to that, the 
FCCL also holds grant 
money intended for the 
library. A grant may 
stipulate it has to be 
administered by a 501(c)3, 
according to Hengeveld, 

so the FCCL distributes 
the money as the library 
meets the goals laid out 
by the grant. 

But Hengeveld also said 
grant funding is typically 
much less money than 
what is raised via book 
sales. And some of that 
book sale money has been 
the backbone for a few 
crucial library services 
during the pandemic. 

“Our OverDrive 
content e-books, e-au-
dio, e-magazines — the 
Friends pay for all of  that 
and our demand for that 
service has more than 
doubled since we closed 
last year,” said Rita Van 
Duinen, Chatham Com-
munity Library’s branch 
manager. “So if  we didn’t 
have (that funding), we’d 
have a lot of  unhappy 
people out there.”

Van Duinen said contri-
butions from the FCCL un-
derwrite other things like 
programming services, li-
brary collections and some 
staff development. Besides 
the odd contribution that 
comes in from a family or 

friend of the library, Van 
Duinen said the nonprofit 
is also the library’s biggest 
fundraiser. 

One thing to note is 
that even if  the book sale 
doesn’t happen, it doesn’t 
mean the library won’t 
see similar financial sup-
port from the FCCL as it 
has in years past.

Don Knowles is the 
former president of  the 
FCCL and serves on the 
Library Advisory Com-
mittee. He mentioned the 
nonprofit has been able 
to build up reserve funds 
over the years.

“We have been able to 
maintain our financial 
support for the last year 
and a half, but we can’t do 
that indefinitely,” he said. 

Knowles projected 
those reserves could likely 
continue a sustained rate 
of giving for another year 
or so, but he said keeping 
up similar contributions 
in the future would likely 
require a book sale to 
take place by the spring 
of 2022. Van Duinen also 
mentioned the library had 

actually decreased budget 
requests from the FCCL 
over the last three years 
because of a smaller mem-
bership base and revenue 
loss from sales. 

And when another 
book sale will happen is 
just one of  a few ques-
tions on the FCCL’s plate.

“We’re just on a huge 
pause until we see how 
things go with vaccines 
and herd immunity and 
safety,” Hengeveld said. 
“Everyone’s going to be 
wearing masks for a long 
time down the road until 
we’re sure, but the book 
sale team has not talked 
about a fall book sale yet 
and we won’t for quite 
a while, frankly, until 
sometime this summer.”

The FCCL lost its 
March 2020 book sale 
when the library closed 
its doors to the public 
last year during the early 
stages of  the pandemic. 
Hengeveld said volunteers 
can’t even get to the 17,000 
books and other items 
that were being staged for 
that sale, but the lack of  
sales meant lost opportu-
nities to build up another 
critical resource: people. 

Besides books, another 
thing sold at these book 
sales are memberships to 
the nonprofit. These start at 
$15, and Hengeveld estimat-
ed the current membership 
base at more than 600. In re-
sponse to cancellations, the 
FCCL has sent out letters to 
the community asking for 
donations. Still, Hengeveld 
said revenue from member-
ships and donations can’t 
compete with the cash flow 
of the spring and fall book 
sales. 

Also being lost with 
the book sales is social 
opportunity. Berkowitz 
said besides just getting 
books into people’s hands 
at reasonable prices, one 

of  her favorite things to 
see during the sales are 
moments of  community.

“It’s a real community 
event,” she said. “People 
help each other at this 
sale; it’s not just looking 
for themselves. If  they 
hear somebody wants a 
book, they’ll look for that 
person as well.” 

There have been 
several times when a 
book made its way back 
into the sale after being 
sold at a previous FCCL 
fundraiser, Hengevald 
said. She mentioned the 
opening hours of  each 
sale always seem to have 
a lot of  high energy chat-
ter and excitement.

Knowles called the 
book sale something that 
reminds people of  the 
FCCL’s footprint in the 
community and contin-
ued support of  the library. 

“The book sale is a tan-
gible thing members get 
back for their money,” he 
said. 

And it’s that social 
capital Hengeveld hopes 
to capitalize on once it’s 
safe to do so again. She 
said other ideas she’s had 
for income generation that 
could rival the book sale 
are all tied to being out in 
the community, something 
the nonprofit’s volunteers 
can’t risk right now. Her 
priorities for the moment 
are to keep the organi-
zation above water as it 
waits for the library doors 
to reopen to the public. 

“Some of  the things 
that would be nice to 
have in an expansive, 
non-pandemic world 
are just going to have to 
wait awhile,” she said. 
“We can sort of  breathe 
and see when the library 
opens. Until it makes 
sense to start ramping up 
the Friends activities, I’m 
not sure what we can do.” 

The pandemic closed its doors. The cyber attack knocked its systems 
offline. But the Chatham Community Library is still providing good reading.

Nearly a year into a pandemic that has 
turned operations at Chatham County’s 

public libraries upside 
down, Rita Van Du-
inen is part of  a team 
continuing to work to 
keep the services avail-
able and useful. This 
week, Van Duinen, the 
branch manager for 
Pittsboro’s Chatham 
Community Library, 

talks about how the libraries have 
ramped up services — despite doors still 
being closed and digital access interrupt-
ed by Chatham’s cyber attack.

A native of  Greensboro, Van Duinen 
has been a Chatham County resident for 
more than 20 years. She began working 
in libraries while pursuing a degree in 
Russian Language and Literature at the 
University of  Oregon in the 1980s. Van 
Duinen returned to North Carolina and 
in the early 1990s began a 17-year career 
at the UNC University Library system, 
during which she earned a Master of  
Science in Library Science from the 
school. Following a stint as lead instruc-
tor for CCCC’s Library and Information 
Technology program and time spent as 
a consultant to the Washington, D.C.-
based Council on Library and Infor-
mation Resources, she became branch 
manager of  the Chatham Community 
Library in 2017.

All Chatham County libraries are still 
closed. Between the pandemic and the 
county’s cyber incident, which also affect-
ed the library, you’ve had a difficult last few 
months. But let’s talk about the good news 
first: curbside pickup and digital resources 
are still available. How does curbside pick-
up of physical materials from the library 
work for patrons? 

Chatham County Public Libraries’ 
curbside service began on June 22, 
2020, and it continues to be a successful 
program even while the county recov-
ers from the cyber incident.

As a result of  losing access to our 
library systems, we had to revert to a 
manual checkout process which pro-
duced a 120+ page document tracking 
items that went out of  the building 
(~3,000 for the Pittsboro branch). Now 
that our systems are back online, we 
were able to reconcile our manual 

transactions with our database and are 
currently performing a full inventory. 
This will ensure that the online catalog 
provides the most accurate data on our 
holdings. 

Curbside service is available Mon-
day-Friday (10 a.m. – 4 p.m.) at all 
three branches (Pittsboro, Siler City 
and Goldston). Patrons are now able 
to search the online catalog (www.
chathamcountync.gov/library-onli-
neresources) and place holds for items 
located at a specific branch. Once pro-
cessed, library staff will contact you to 
schedule a pickup date and time. Staff 
wear face coverings and gloves and 
bring requests out to the patron’s vehi-
cle for contactless delivery to the trunk 
or back seat. All requests are packaged 
up in a sealed bag.

Digital resources (including access to 
Libby and OverDrive) were affected by the 
county’s network issues. What’s the update 
here — what’s available and working, and 
what’s not?

Access to electronic content via 
Libby/OverDrive was temporarily 
disrupted due to the cyber incident. Be-
cause some of  our library systems were 
offline for about six weeks, patron ac-
count information could not be verified 
in OverDrive. Working with Chatham 
County Management and Information 
Systems staff and our vendor, we were 
able to bring this service back online on 
Dec. 14. This was a real milestone for us 
since the demand for access to Over-
Drive content has more than doubled 
since closing for the pandemic. Because 
the demand is so high, we were able 
to secure some supplemental funding 
from the county to purchase additional 
content from OverDrive.

What other services are available even 
though the library is closed? 

Once Chatham County Public Librar-
ies closed last March, we knew immedi-
ately that we needed to pivot traditional 
services to a virtual environment as 
well as recognize our limitations in 
certain areas.

We held our first virtual summer 
reading program using a specialty 
software called Beanstack and will do 
the same this coming summer. We have 
also developed some new offerings for 
children and adults, all virtual, that 
have been successful. These include 

the newly formed Kids’ Club for Social 
Justice, Digital Citizenship for Kids, 
our monthly virtual open mic program 
for adults as well as community-based 
events like the one we held in October 
on American poet Langston Hughes. 
The silver lining in all of  this is that 
we have learned to adapt and navigate 
through these difficult times while also 
recognizing opportunity and re-envi-
sioning our services.

Among the Chatham Community Li-
brary’s most popular elements have been 
the in-person classes and programs. Sub-
scribers to your e-newsletter know there’s 
still a lot of activity here, even though your 
doors are locked. What can you share?

As we recover from the cyber inci-
dent and prepare for a post-pandemic 
environment, we are working under 
the auspices that aside from curbside 
service, all programming and instruc-
tion will currently remain virtual. We 
are taking this opportunity to work 
with County MIS to upgrade the public 
computer lab equipment and to get 
safety precautions in place for the day 
when we can reopen.

Check out our website (www.cha-
thamcountync.gov/library) and online 
events calendar to see all of  our current 
services and programs. 

You’re closed, but your specialists are 
still working, including reference librarians. 
We’re all online so much these days…what 
kind of help can they provide with online 
resources? 

Our Reference Librarians provide a 
whole host of  services — everything 
from local history and genealogical re-
search, conducting online instruction, 
answering general reference ques-
tions ... while also supporting Central 
Carolina Community College (CCCC) 
students, faculty, and staff. For the first 
quarter of  the current fiscal year, refer-
ence staff offered over 20 online classes, 
created online tutorials and answered 
over 700 reference questions. They have 
been very busy!

What are you hearing about the situation 
from your regular patrons?

Of course, everyone wants to know 
when we will reopen, when the online 
catalog and patron account access will 
be restored (now resolved), and how to 
get a library card to access electronic 

content. Our community members 
have been more than supportive and 
gracious as we make every effort to 
provide our best customer service in 
lieu of  the challenges. Lovingly pre-
pared trays and baskets of  goodies to 
eat have been dropped off on numerous 
occasions and emails have been sent 
wishing us well while also thanking us 
for persevering.

The library’s offerings for children of 
all ages is pretty robust. What has the 
participation level been like during the 
pandemic?

Our Youth Services programming ef-
forts have actually increased since clos-
ing including the new programming 
I have already mentioned. There are 
online story times, a series of  poetry for 
young people, online craft making as 
well as take-and-make crafts we offer 
as part of  curbside service. There is an 
online teen time, a kids’ coding group 
and virtual LEGO meetups. Staff have 
also partnered with other county de-
partments such as Parks & Recreation’s 
“Holiday in the Park” event where they 
distributed 200 free books and holiday 
treat bags to children.

And finally…of course, every time we 
speak to you, we ask you 1) what you’re 
reading that you’ve enjoyed, and 2) what 
recommendations you have for others. 
What can you share?

In celebration of Black History Month, 
I am reading “The Souls of Black Folk,” 
written by W.E.B. DuBois in 1903. I had 
not read any of his works before and 
regret not doing so sooner. It is one of  
the most influential works in African 
American literature and an American 
classic. DuBois writes that “the problem 
of the Twentieth Century is the problem 
of the color-line”; a problem in 1903 and 
still one today, in my opinion.

As for recommendations, our inabil-
ity to order, receive and process new 
titles these last several months has put 
us behind in getting the latest popular 
fiction and nonfiction on the shelves, 
but we are working to catch up. I have 
purchased all of  The New York Times 
best sellers from October to February 
through OverDrive so they are avail-
able electronically. As always, if  you 
have a purchase suggestion there is a 
form on our website that can be submit-
ted for consideration.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

The Chatham Community Library in Pittsboro.
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REAL ESTATE
LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

HOUSE FOR RENT
2 BEDROOM, 1 BATH, House, 
Silk Hope Community, $600/
mo + Deposit. No smoking - 
No pets. Call 919-542-2072. 
M4,11,2tp  

POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-
plications now being accepted. 
Office hours: Mon, Tues & 
Thurs, 8:30 – 4:30. Call 919-
533-6319 for more information, 
TDD # 1-800-735-2962, Equal 
housing opportunity, Handi-
capped accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS now 
for one bedroom apartments, 
adults 55 years or older. 
Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, 
elevator, keyless entry. Sec-
tion 8 accepted. $486/mo., no 
security deposit. Application 
fee $25 per adult. Call Braxton 
Manor, 919-663-1877. Handicap 
accessible. Equal Housing Op-
portunity. A2,tfnc

AUCTIONEERS
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, 
Consignments, Benefits, etc., 
NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684, 
919-663-3556, rickyelling-
tonauctions@yahoo.com, 
S3,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HARRIS 
at JHA. One Call... We sell it 
all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, S3,tfnc 

SERVICES
ELITE HOME IMPROVEMENTS - 
We specialize in all your home 
improvement needs. Door 
and Window Replacement - 
Drywall, Trim - Deck & Demo 
- Roof & Floors - Carpentry. 
John Hayes, 919-548-0474, 
F18,25,M4,11,4tp  

RAINBOW WATER FILTERED 
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s 
Distributing - Rainbow -- Cell: 
919-548-4314, Sales, Services, 
Supplies. Serving public for 35 
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able.  F4-A15,11tp

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

I PAY IN CASH FOR Junk Cars 
and trucks. Prompt courteous 
service. Call 910-464-5434 or 
Cell: 910-639-5614. God Bless! 
J9,tfnc

CARPENTRY WORK – all types, 
repairs, renovation, installa-
tion, windows and doors. Call 
Robert Clark, 919-742-3194. 
My25,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

HELP WANTED
UPHOLSTERERS NEEDED! We 
are seeking experienced Fur-
niture Upholsterers to Join our 
Team. Control your own pay. 
This is a Piece-rate position 
where your earnings are only 
limited to your skills. - Our Up-
holsterers average $21 to $32 
per hour each week. Success-
ful candidates should have 
at least 2 years’ experience 
of Furniture upholstery. We 
offer Medical, Dental, Vision 
insurance, 401K with employer 
matching, disability benefits, 
and a steady work week. - For 
more information: Call 336 622 
2201 EXT 21,  F25,M4,2tc 

PETS - HELP NEEDED for groom-
ing and care of small dogs 
(pets). Dependable vehicle re-
quired. References. Will train. 
Call 919-770-6356, in Bonlee 
area. F25,M4,2tp 

CHATHAM TRANSIT NETWORK 
is seeking professional and 
caring individuals for open 

driver’s positions. Qualified 
candidates must possess a 
valid NC driver’s license with 
passenger endorsement, be 
at least 21 years of age, and 
submit to and pass a pre-em-
ployment drug screening and 
driving screening. Interested 
individuals can apply in per-
son, on our website www.
chathamtransit.org, or send an 
email to applicants@chatham-
transit.org.  Chatham Transit 
Network is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer. M4,1tc

BILINGUAL ADVOCATE (Span-
ish/English) for Second Bloom 
of Chatham Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Assault victim’s 
services.  Part-Time. $15.00 
per hour.  Call 919-548-1443 
or email resumé to info@
secondbloomofchatham.org. 
F18,F25,M4,3tc

DEFENSOR BILINGUE (español 
/ inglés) de los servicios 
para víctimas de la violencia 
doméstica y agresión sexual 
de Second Bloom of Chatham. 
Tiempo parcial. $ 15.00 por 
hora. Llame al 919-548-1443 
o envíe un resumen por 
correo electrónico a info@
secondbloomofchatham.org. 
F18,F25,M4,3tc        

HOMECARE SEEKING, Now hir-
ing for immediate positions in 
Pittsboro/Siler City: Certified 
Nurse Aides - Competitive 
Weekly Pay, CNA’s start at 
$10.00/hr. & up for extra care 
cases - Total LifeCare, Call 
(919) 799-7275 or visit 106 
Village Lake Rd. Ste. A, Siler 
City for more info or to apply. 
F11,18,25,M4,11,18,25,7tc

LEGALS

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM 
EXECUTOR’S NOTICE
The undersigned having qual-
ified as Executor of the Estate 
of WILLIAM J. BUSBY, M.D., 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 31st day of May, 2021 or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said 
estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 3rd day of February, 
2021.
Charles T. Busby, Executor of 
the
Estate of William J. Busby
P.O. Box 88
Maple, N.C. 27956

F11,F18,F25,M4,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20-E-167
All persons having claims 
against BARBARA J. LOTT, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 12TH  day of May, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 11th day of February, 
2021.
Charity Alston, Executrix
PO Box 1093
860 East Alston Rd
Pittsboro, N.C. 27312

F11,F18,F25,M4,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
21-E-64
All persons having claims 
against DAVID K. LOVINGS, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 12TH day of May, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 11th day of February, 
2021.
Julia Dowdy, Administrator
  300 So. Evergreen Ave
  Siler City, NC 27344
c/o Lewis Fadely, PLLC
119 West Fir Avenue
Siler City, NC 27344 

F11,F18,F25,M4,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Admin-
istrator of the Estate of 
DOROTHY LOUISE TILLEY 
A/K/A DOROTHY G. TILLEY, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned on or be-
fore the 13th day of May, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This the 29th day of January, 
2021.
Michael Ray Tilley, Administra-
tor of the Estate of

  Dorothy Louise Tilley a/k/a 
Dorothy G. Tilley  
c/o Linda Funke Johnson, 
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 446
114 Raleigh Street
Fuquay Varina, NC 27526

F11,F18,F25,M4,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Admin-
istrator of the Estate of RAY 
JACK TILLEY , late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the un-
dersigned does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
the estate of said decedent to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 13th 
day of May, 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted 
to the said estate will please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.
This the 29th day of January, 
2021.
Michael Ray Tilley,
Administrator of the Estate of 
Ray Jack Tilley
c/o Linda Funke Johnson
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 446
114 Raleigh Street
Fuquay Varina, NC 27526

F11,F18,F25,M4,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as co-Execu-
trices of the Estate of GEORGE 
MCLEAN STOCKSTILL of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned do hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 11th day of May, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All 
persons, firms, corporations 
indebted to the said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned. 
This is the 11th day of Febru-
ary, 2021. 
 Marie Elizabeth Stockstill and 
 Barbara Layne Stockstill 
Weller, co-Executrices
c/o Richard F. Prentis, Jr.
Stubbs, Cole, Breedlove, Pren-
tis & Biggs 
4 Consultant Place
Durham, NC 27707 

F11,F18,F25,M4,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
21-E-52
All persons having claims 
against TIMOTHY JAMES 
GRINNELL, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 12th day of 
May, 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 11th day of February, 
2021.
William James Grinnell, Affiant 
#1
149 Charlie Perkins Rd 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

F11,F18,F25,M4,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Executor of 
the Estate of JAMES WILLIAM 
HAYS, late of 303 Hoot Owl Ln., 
Siler City, NC 27344 in Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the un-
dersigned does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
the estate of said decedent to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed at the address  given 
below, on or before the 12th 
day of May, 2021, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 

recovery.  All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted 
to the said estate will please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned. 
This the 11th day of February, 
2021. 
 Patricia H. Hays, Executor of 
the 
 Estate of James William Hays
c/o Jason R. Jones, Attorney
880 MLK Jr. Blvd, Ste. 105
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

F11,F18,F25,M4,4tp

EXECUTOR’S NOTICE 
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified on the 5th day 
of February, 2021, as Executor 
of the Estate of JOSEPH J. 
BEAL, deceased, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the decedent to 
exhibit the same to the under-
signed Executor on or before 
the 14th day of May, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the estate should 
make immediate payment.
This the 11th day of February, 
2021. 
Estate of Joseph J. Beal,
Shawn Beal, Executor
1522 Grantville Lane
Asheboro, North Carolina 
27205
Attorney for Estate:
William H Flowe, Jr. 
PO Box 1315
Liberty, NC 27298 
Phone: (336) 622-2278

F11,F18,F25,M4,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons having claims 
against IRIS MAY SIMMONDS, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 12th day of May, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 11th day of February, 
2021.
Leslie A. Simmonds, Personal 
Representative
528 Legacy Falls
Chapel Hill, NC 27517
c/o Hopler Wilms & Hanna, 
PLLC
2314 S Miami Blvd, Ste. 151
Durham, NC 27703 

F11,F18,F25,M4,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20-E-647
All persons having claims 
against EFROSENE JUFFRAS, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 12th day of May, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 11th day of February, 
2021.
Diane M. Juffras, Executrix
203 Rossburn Way
Chapel Hill, NC 27516 

F11,F18,F25,M4,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
HAVING QUALIFIED as Execu-
trix of the Estate of RONALD 
L. TEAGUE, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said de-
ceased to present them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
19th day of May, 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery.
This the 9th day of February, 
2021.
  Deborah Sue Y. Teague, 

Executrix of 
  The Estate of Ronald L. 
Teague
   Post Office Box 1806
   Pittsboro, North Carolina  
27312 
MOODY, WILLIAMS & LEE, LLP
Attorneys at Law
Box 1806
Pittsboro, North Carolina 27312
(919) 542-5605
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
21-E-78
All persons having claims 
against JOHN DOUGLAS 
WILSON, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 19th day of 
May, 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 18th day of February, 
2021.
Nancy Pritchard Wilson, 
Administrator
813 Sheffield Drive, Apt 3
Siler City, NC 27344
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having quali-
fied on the 9th day of February, 
2021, as Co-Executors of the 
Estate of HEDRICK MITCHELL 
PHILLIPS AKA HEDRICK M 
PHILLIPS, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 23rd 
day of May, 2021, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This 18th day of February, 
2021.
Tracey E. Parker and Scott R. 
Phillips, Co-Executors
Estate of Hedrick Mitchell Phil-
lips aka Hedrick M Phillips
c/o J Alan Campbell Law
PO Box 850
Hillsborough, NC 27278
J Alan Campbell
919-451-5441
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of JANICE RUTH 
HUSSEY COX, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of the dece-
dent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the office of 
Ivey & Eggleston, Attorneys at 
Law, 111 Worth Street, Ashe-
boro, North Carolina 27203, on 
or before May 21, 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons, 
firms or corporations indebted 
to said estate should make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This 18th  day of February, 
2021
  Beatrice Sue Kennedy a//k/a 
Beatrice C. Kenney
  Executor of the Estate of
  Janice Ruth Hussey Cox, 
Deceased
S. Scott Eggleston, Attorney  
IVEY & EGGLESTON,
Attorneys at Law
111 Worth Street
Asheboro, NC  27203

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  

HIRING 

CNA’s
3RD SHIFT

CALL: 919-542-3151
Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm 
for appointment to complete 

application and interview
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

APPLY TODAY
Apartment Communities in Siler City, NC
Budget friendly – Water, trash incl. in rent

Rental assistance available, Rent based on Income

Pine Glade Apartments
1BR

(919) 663-3464
509 Pine Glade Ave. Apt 34, 27344

Office hours: Mon 12pm-3pm, Wed 1pm-5pm &
Thurs 3pm-6pm

Designed for the elderly (62 yrs of age or older) or
persons with disabilities regardless of age

Windsor Arms Apartments
1BR & 2BR

(919) 663-2473
1409 East 11th Street Apt 2-B

Office hours: Mon-Wed 4:15pm-8:15pm

Apply today for the waiting list.  Visit us or call for
more information (Relay TTD/TTY dial 711).  $25
application fee, credit/criminal check required.
Accessible units designed for persons with
disabilities subject to availability. Equal Housing
Opportunity. This institution is professionally
managed by Partnership Property Management, an
equal opportunity provider and employer.

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS
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(336) 625-3043
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
21-E-84
All persons having claims 
against LUTHER ISAAC LOTT, 
JR. , deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 19th day of May, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 18th day of February, 
2021.
Nathan Lott, Administrator
120 Lillie Lane
Sanford, NC 27332 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY 
21 E 88
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executrix of the 
Estate of STEVEN EUGENE 
OLDHAM, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, notifies all persons, 

firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said deceased to present them 
to the undersigned at her ad-
dress, 3951 US Highway 15-501 
N, Pittsboro, North Carolina, 
27312, on or before the 19th 
day of May, 2021, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 15th day of February, 
2021.
   Vicky T. Oldham, Executrix
   3951 US Highway 15-501 N
   Pittsboro, North Carolina   
27312 
GUNN & MESSICK, PLLC
P. O. Box 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina 
27312-0880

F18,F25,M4,M11,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
21-E-91
All persons having claims 
against ANNE MARIE ANTOI-
NETTE RIETHER, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 19th day of 

May, 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. This the 18th day of 
February, 2021.
Francine Marie Cracker, 
Executrix
C/O Bagwell Holt Smith P.A.
111 Cloister Ct, STE 200
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
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NORTH CAROLINA – GUILFORD 
COUNTY
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
18 JT 333
IN THE MATTER OF: Baby boy 
Thomas, a minor child born on 
February 1, 2018 in Greens-
boro, Guilford County, North 
Carolina
TO:  DONALD RAY ALSTON, JR., 
FATHER.
TAKE NOTICE that a Petition 
seeking to terminate your 
parental rights for the juvenile 
referenced above, was filed on 
April 24, 2020 with the Clerk 
of Superior Court, Juvenile 
Division, Greensboro, Guilford 
County, NC.
You must answer this Petition 
within 40 days of February 18, 
2021, exclusive of that date. 
You are entitled to attend any 
hearing affecting your rights. 
If you cannot afford to hire an 
attorney, you are entitled to 
a court appointed attorney. 
Your parental rights as to the 
juvenile will be terminated 
upon your failure to answer 
the Petition within the time 
specified. If you fail to attend 
any hearing in this matter, the 
Court may release your court 
appointed attorney without 
further notice to you.
This the 18th day of February, 
2021.
Shannon Peterson (#20805)
Deputy County Attorney
PO Box 3427
Greensboro, NC  27402
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
I, MARK L. AYER, have qualified 
as Executor of the Estate of 
JEAN M. AYER, deceased, 
formerly of Chatham County. 
This is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the decedent 
to present them to me at the 
address shown below on or 
before May 27, 2021, or your 
claim will be barred pursuant 
to North Carolina General 
Statute 28A-19-3. I hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
decedent to make immediate 
payment to me. 
This the 19th day of February, 
2021.
  Mark L. Ayer, Executor
  Estate of JEAN M. AYER
  Post Office Box 2608
  High Point, North Carolina 
27261
Steven H. Bouldin
KEZIAH GATES LLP
Post Office Box 2608, Suite 400
300 North Marin Street
High Point, North Carolina 
27261
(336) 889-6900
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF PITTSBORO
The Pittsboro Town Board of 
Commissioners will hold the 
following Public Hearing on 
Monday, March 8, 2021 at 7:00 
pm. The Public Hearing will be 
conducted remotely via Zoom, 
a teleconference software, for 
the following items:
Planning Staff is requesting 
text amendments to the 
Pittsboro Zoning Ordinance 
concerning nightclubs, bars, 
and taverns:
1. Amend Section 5.2.1 Table 
of Permitted Uses, to change 
“Nightclubs (except adult 

entertainment clubs), bars, 
taverns” from a special use to 
a permitted use in the C2 and 
C4 Zoning Districts. 
2. Remove Section 5.3.3.35 
Night clubs, Bars, and Taverns, 
(Regulations for Special Use 
Permits) in its entirety. 
The purpose of the legislative 
public hearings is to provide 
interested parties with an op-
portunity to comment on the 
request. SUBSTANTIAL CHANG-
ES IN THE PROPOSED AMEND-
MENT MAY BE MADE FOLLOW-
ING THE PUBLIC HEARING. The 
complete records are on file at 
the Town Planning Department 
located at 480 Hillsboro Street, 
Suite 400, and are available for 
inspection through e-mail. The 
meeting will be held via Zoom, 
a teleconference software. 
Instructions on how to join the 
Zoom Meeting can be found 
on the Town’s website under 
the BOC Agenda, Minutes, and 
Audio tab (pittsboronc.gov). 
If you wish to make written 
comments, please send them 
to the Town Clerk, Cassie 
Bullock, PO Box 759, Pittsboro, 
NC 27312 or via email at Cbull-
ock@pittsboronc.gov by 4 p.m. 
on March 8, 2021.  The Clerk 
will receive written comments 
to be included in the minutes 
for 24 hours after the meeting. 
Please sign up with the Clerk 
by 4:00 p.m. on March 8, 2021 if 
you wish to participate.

F25,M4,2tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
21-E-104
All persons having claims 
against CLYDE EDWARD 
CLARK, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Car-
olina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 26th day of 
May, 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 25th day of February, 
2021.
Mark Allen Clark, Executor
321 Clyde Clark Rd
Siler City, NC 27344
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
21-E-50
All persons having claims 
against MARCUS FREDRICK 
EDWARDS JR., deceased, 
late of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, are noti-
fied to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or 
before the 26th day of May, 
2021, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.
This the 25th day of February, 
2021.
Martha Jean Brown, Executrix
1884 Andrews Store Road
Pittsboro, NC 27312
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IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO. 20 CVD 336
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
MARINE FEDERAL CREDIT 
UNION, 
 Plaintiff      vs    
AUBREY BURNETTE,
DEFENDANT
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
TO: AUBREY BURNETTE
Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-enti-
tled action.
The nature of the relief being 
sought is as follows:  Money 
owed, which is more complete-
ly described in the Complaint 
for Chatham County File 

Number 20 CVD 336, to collect 
the money owed. 
You are required to make a 
defense to such pleading no 
later than April 13, 2021 which 
is forty (40) days from the 
first date of publication. Upon 
your failure to do so, the party 
seeking service against you 
will apply to the Court for the 
relief sought.
This the 4th day of March, 
2021.
MEWBORN & DESELMS, AT-
TORNEYS AT LAW
By:  Brett J. DeSelms, Jonathan 
Eure,
       Attorney for Plaintiff
829 Gum Branch Road, Suite C
Jacksonville, NC 28540
Telephone: (910) 455-9755
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, having 
qualified on the 23rd day of 
February, 2021, as Co-Exec-
utors of the Estate of BETTY 
JEAN PHILLIPS AKA BETTY J. 
PHILLIPS, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 7th day 
of June, 2021, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This 4th day of March, 2021.
  Tracey E. Parker and Scott R. 
Phillips, Co-Executors
  Estate of Betty Jean Phillips 
aka Betty J. Phillips
c/o J Alan Campbell Law
PO Box 850
Hillsborough, NC 27278
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TOWN OF SILER CITY PUBLIC 
HEARING NOTICE
The Board of Commissioners 
will conduct a PUBLIC HEAR-
ING ON MAR. 15, 2021, AT 6:30 
PM IN THE CITY HALL COURT-
ROOM LOCATED AT 311 N. 2ND 
AVE. Public hearing and Board 
discussion will be conducted 
on the following requests:
Town of Siler City proposes 
text amendments to the 
following sections of the 
UDO: §147 Table of Permissi-
ble Uses (primary residence 
with accessory apartment, 
R-20), §148(e) Primary 
Residence With Accessory 
Apartment, §168 Residential 
Density (primary residence 
with accessory apartment), 
§286 Satellite Parking (600 
feet, exceptions, exclusions, 
C-C).
The proposed items are 
available for review by 
contacting the Planning and 
Community Development 
Director at jmeadows@
silercity.org or 919-742-2323. 
All persons interested in the 
outcome of the application 
are invited to attend the 
public hearing and present 
comments, testimony, and 
exhibits on the above refer-
enced items. The Planning 
Board will meet on Mar. 8 @ 
6:30 pm to consider a rec-
ommendation to the Board 
of Commissioners. If you 
are interested in attending 
the meetings via Zoom, then 
contact jbridges@silercity.
org for the Planning Board 
meeting and jjohnson@
silercity.org for the Board of 
Commissioner meeting.
The Town of Siler City as an 
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er, invites the submission 
of proposals from minority 
and women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts. The Town of Siler 
City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 

disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, 
but are not limited to, provid-
ing interpreters for the deaf, 
providing taped cassettes 
of materials for the blind, 
or assuring a barrier-free 
location for the proceedings. 
This information is available in 
Spanish or any other language 
upon request. Please contact 
Nancy Hannah at 919-726-8625, 
311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 
27344, or nhannah@silercity.
org for accommodations for 
this request. Esta información 
está disponible en español o 
en cualquier otro idioma bajo 
petición. Por favor, póngase en 
contacto con Nancy Hannah al 
nhannah@silercity.org o 919-
726-8625 o en 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344 de alojamiento 
para esta solicitud.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
21-E-122
All persons having claims 
against MARGIE MARTIN 
KIVETT, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Car-
olina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 4th day of 
June, 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 4th day of March, 
2021.
Diane K. Saylor,
Limited Personal Represen-
tative
220 North Tenth Avenue
Siler City, NC 27344
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CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified on the 23rd 
of February 2021, as Co-Ad-
ministrators of the Estate of 
CHARLES NEWELL HANCOCK, 
JR., deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the decedent to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 4th day of 
June, 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their re-
covery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
estate should make immediate 
payment.
This the 1st day of March 2021
Daune Honeycutt and Shara 
Bunker, Co-Administrators of
The Estate of Charles Newell 
Hancock, Jr.
213 Sugar Mill Road
Sanford, NC 27332 and
1940 Chris Cole Road
Sanford, NC 27332
Attorneys: Law Offices of W. 
Woods Doster, P.A.
115 Chatham Street, Suite 302 
Sanford, NC 27330

M4,M11,M18,M25,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against GARY DEAN JACKSON, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before Friday, June 4, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.  
This day, Thursday, March 4, 
2021. 
  Rachel Jackson, Executor of 
the 
  Estate of Gary Dean Jackson 
  278 Woodfield Court, 
  Fuquay Varina, NC 27526
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Photo courtesy of the Chatham Sheriff’s Office

Pet of the Week: PRETTY GIRL
The Chatham County Sheriff’s Office would like you to meet Pretty Girl, a 5-year-old, spayed, calico 
domestic shorthair. Pretty Girl loves to be snuggled and will lick your hand affectionately when 
you pet her. She is unique in appearance and temperament and would do well with a patient family 
who will help her acclimate to a new environment. Pretty Girl is also a bit on the curvy side, so her 
ideal owner would be supportive of her current weight loss efforts. Pretty Girl is seeking a loving, 
calm household, preferably with no dogs or small children to startle her from her catnaps. She gets 
along well with other felines, but would also be content as a solo companion to her new human. 
For more information about how to meet or adopt Pretty Girl or another pet, please contact the 
Sheriff’s Office Animal Resource Center at 919-542-7203 to schedule an appointment for a visit at 
725 Renaissance Dr., Pittsboro.

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award - 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 
24/7, 844-641-0129

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 
[350+ ] procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. [Don’t wait!] Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! Call 1-844-496-8601 
for details. www.dental50plus.
com/ncpress 6118-0219

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts.  Call 1-877-
649-1190

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call:833-987-0207

Guaranteed Life Insurance! 
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical 
exam. Affordable premiums 
never increase. Benefits never 
decrease. Policy will only be 
cancelled for non-payment. 
833-380-1218

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the 
best service for your needs.  
Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from 
top providers. Call 1-866-925-
1505

ARE YOU LOOKING for a job 
or business opportunity? Roof 
Coatings manufacture looking 
for Sales team members and 
Installers, in North & South 
Carolina. Call LaVern Zook 
740-656-0177.

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical 
Community College is now 
accepting applications for 
the following positions: Part-
time Financial Aid Technician. 
Secretary I - Health Programs. 
For detailed information and 
to apply, please visit our 
employment portal at: https://
faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/
Human Resources. Office 
Phone: (910) 678-7342. 
Internet: http://www.faytechcc.
edu. An Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-877-920-7405

OXYGEN - Anytime. 
Anywhere. No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. The All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! FREE 
info kit: 888-912-3728

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 

Denied Claim?  Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 
1-888-989-4947! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max 
tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-955-
1516

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  
Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers.  Call for 
a free in-home consultation:  
877-898-3840

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even 
if you can’t reach a phone! 
FREE Brochure. CALL 844-
902-2362

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-888-575-3018 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/press

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, 
RUNNING OR NOT!!  FAST 
FREE PICKUP. Maximum tax 
deduction. Support United 
Breast Cancer Fdn programs. 
Your car donation could save a 
life. 888-641-9690

AT&T TV - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand. Anytime, 
anywhere. Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-855-548-
9839

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help 
stop Creditor Harassment, 
Collection Calls, Repossession 
and Legal Actions! Speak to a 
Professional Attorney and Get 
the Help You NEED! Call NOW 
844-404-0601

GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-844-
938-0700

Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. CALL Christian 
Faith Publishing for your 
FREE author submission kit. 
1-855-658-2057

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-869-
7055

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC. Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 844-213-6711
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The secret’s out
Retail is a tough job. It’s not just 

that it’s hard, physical work, and long 
hours. The folks that 
staff your favorite 
store don’t really 
have Christmas. 
It’s the busiest time 
of  the year, and it 
doesn’t stop until 
well after the big day. 
It’s difficult to even 
run and grab some 
take-out for lunch. 
(And supper, and 
breakfast. I told you 

the hours were brutal.)
Thanksgiving weekend is the ulti-

mate insanity. With only 30 minutes 
for a meal, there is no way to go to the 
food court, stand in line, order, wait 
for it, and eat.

When I managed a store, I would 
have everyone bring food that week-
end, and we would have a potluck 
kind of  thing in the back. One year, 
I had a young woman named Sherry 
working for me. On Black Friday, she 
brought a dish I had never seen before. 
She called it tuna mousse. I know, it 
sounds a little fishy (sorry for the bad 
pun).

It was pinkish and molded into a fish 
shape. Truthfully, it kinda scared me. 
But I bravely tried a bite. The moment 
it passed my lips, the heavens opened 
and I swear, I heard angels singing. It 
was amazing. I was in love.

At the time, I was most definitely 
not a cook. For dinner, I could make 
reservations, and make Petey take me 
out. That was pretty much it. But this 
stuff was so good, I was ready to try.

There was one small problem. Sher-
ry wouldn’t share with me. I asked her 
for the recipe. Nope. I begged for it. 
Nope. I even half-seriously threatened 
her (I’m not exactly intimidating). 
Nope. It was a family secret, and not 
to be shared. She did offer to make it 
when I wanted it, but I wanted that 
darn recipe. No dice.

I figured that was that. And when 
Sherry changed jobs, we lost touch. 
But I still remembered that mousse 

with longing.
Before I was banned by Petey, I was 

a cookbook junkie. I was constantly 
picking up cookbooks at bookstores, 
grocery stores, and yard sales. But 
eventually, I had so many that we 
would soon need an addition on the 
house to store them all. Thus, the 
ban.

In my collection, I had a Sunset 
appetizer book (the book is now lost; 
this recipe is my rendition). Leaf-
ing through it one day, I came upon 
a recipe for salmon mousse. I had 
flipped past it many times, but be-
cause I would rather eat dry dog food 
than salmon, I had never really read 
the recipe. One day, for some reason, 
though, I did.

The ingredients niggled at me. They 
seemed familiar. Then I had a realiza-
tion. The ingredients and procedure 
looked something like what I imagined 
was the long yearned-for tuna mousse. 
I decided to give it a whirl, substituting 
tuna for the despised salmon.

I guess the tuna gods were smiling 
on me that day because I decrypted the 
recipe. It tasted exactly like Sherry’s 
secret family dish. It’s easy to put 
together. And I finally had my recipe.

Crostini or crackers are the classy 
route, but I just love it on “Fritos 
Scoops.” Something in the combina-
tion of  the salty, corny, crunchy, Fri-
tos, and the mousse is ambrosia to me.

I’ve recently discovered that I don’t 
need to spend $3-5 dollars on Fritos at 
the mega-mart. The dollar store has a 
version of  “scoop-like corn chips” that 
are indistinguishable from the name-
brand version. 

What do we do with all the money 
we save by buying dollar store chips?

Say it with me now…
“We buy shoes!”
Finally, I’ve got a confession to 

make. As much as I love this stuff, the 
fact that I’ve figured out the forbidden 
recipe gives me an extra, evil thrill 
each time I make it. And it’s an even 
bigger thrill to share it with you all.

Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@bullcity.mom.
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Secret Tuna Mousse
1 large and 1 small can albacore 

tuna
1 large and 1 small block cream 

cheese
1 can tomato soup
1 cup mayo

1/2 small white onion
2 envelopes unflavored gelatin
1/4 cup cold water
salt and pepper (if you use white 

pepper, the finished mousse 
won’t show and dark flecks)

Put drained tuna and onion in food processor. Run until the tuna and 
onion are finely chopped and thoroughly mixed. Add mayo and pulse 
until it’s all combined.

Meanwhile, mix water with gelatin and allow to bloom, or gel a bit (it 
will get a little stiff, but that’s OK).

In a saucepan, warm soup, and melt cream cheese into it. Just warm 
it, don’t let it boil, or even simmer. When the cheese has all melted, fold 
in gelatin and allow to melt.

Mix tuna mixture and soup mixture together. Season with salt and 
pepper to taste. Pour into lightly greased mold, and place into fridge 
for at least four hours to set.

Unmold, and serve with crostini or crackers.

DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Photo courtesy of Debbie Matthews

Tuna mousse, a favorite.

Engrossing ‘The 
Mauritanian’ forgets things 

that make good movies great
There is a running 

thread of  self-evidence 
that runs throughout 

many of  
the films 
chron-
icling 
Ameri-
can intel-
ligence 
gather-
ing in 
the post-
9/11 era. 
Their 

principle preassumption 
— that rendition and 
torture are both immoral 
and counterproductive to 
their supposed aims — is 
well-founded.

However, that air of  
presumption often bleeds 
over into other basic 
elements of  storytelling 
and filmmaking. Such is 
the case in “The Mauri-
tanian,” a generally en-
grossing true story about 
a national stain that 
forgets, or glosses over, 
the things that make good 
movies great.

The titular protag-
onist is Mohamedou 
Ould Salahi (played 
terrifically by Tahar 
Rahim), and the film 
opens with Salahi being 
abducted from his Mau-
ritania home by Amer-
ican agents in 2002. 
The narrative oscil-
lates between Salahi’s 
Kafka-esque odyssey, 
which culminates with 
his 14-year imprison-
ment in Guantánamo 
Bay, Cuba, and the 
years-long efforts to 
free Salahi from cus-
tody. The story is told 
from three overlapping 
perspectives. Alongside 
Salahi’s hellish life at 
Gitmo, there is the work 
of  his defense coun-
sel, Nancy Hollander 
(Jodie Foster), and the 
epiphany experienced 
by Salahi’s lead prose-
cutor, Lt. Colonel Stuart 
Couch (Benedict Cum-
berbatch).

[Disclaimer: I gradu-
ated with the same law 
school class as Couch 
from Campbell Universi-
ty, and it was admittedly 
a tad jarring, during a 
scene late in the film, to 

see the Oscar-nominated 
Cumberbatch wearing 
a Campbell Law School 
polo shirt.]

The film’s most intrigu-
ing components relay 
Salahi’s life at Gitmo, a 
prison erected along a 
Caribbean shoreline that 
is anything but an island 
paradise. Director Kevin 
Macdonald (“The Last 
King of  Scotland”; “State 
of  Play”) delves into the 
security levels of  the 
facility, from the inmates’ 
carefully choreographed 
daily movements to 
the constrained access 
of  people and papers 
flowing in and out of  the 
prison. Meetings between 
detainees and their 
attorneys are time-lim-
ited. Letters sent in or 
out, even the handwrit-
ten notes taken by the 
lawyers, are screened 
by government officials 
to excise any allegedly 
classified or sensitive 
information. 

When Salahi refuses 
to confess any involve-
ment with planning 
the 9/11 attacks, the 
initial derogatory, 
heavy-handed interro-
gation by FBI agents 
takes a far darker turn 
when he is turned over 
to military authorities. 
An extended montage 
captures the physical 
and psychological tor-
ture that Salahi suffers, 
including acts of  sexual 
humilitation and being 
taken out on a boat 
for a mock drowning 
execution.

Still, that segment 
occupies 5-10 minutes 
of  screen time. The 
remainder of  “The 
Mauritanian” depicts 
the actions of  its princi-
pal characters without 
explicating their back-
ground or underlying 
motivations. Hollander, 
a high-powered civil 
attorney, is driven to 
take a sabbatical from 
her law firm and volun-
teer to represent Salahi, 
in the face of  blowback 
from corporate clients 
and the public, well, just 
because. Hollander’s 
young associate (played 

Shailene Woodley), 
initially eager to help 
represent Salahi, gets 
cold feet after she reads 
Salahi’s tainted confes-
sions, well, apparently 
because in her world 
lawyers never represent 
guilty clients. Couch, 
who lost a close friend 
during the 9/11 attacks, 
undergoes a crisis of  
conscience — one decid-
edly not shared by his 
military superiors — as 
he delves deeper into the 
government’s case, well, 
just because. The film-
makers, who correctly 
posit the horrors Salahi 
suffers and his overar-
ching innocence of  the 
allegations against him, 
do not effectively resolve 
why Salahi furiously 
deletes his mobile phone 
contacts when appre-
hended, previously 
traveled abroad to train 
with Al-Qaeda, and was 
evidently connected 
enough that he once 
received a call from a 
telephone associated 
with Osama bin Laden.

These are deficits 
of  character and plot 
development, and while 
these shortcomings do 
not detract from the 
film’s main thrust, they 
do undercut the film’s 
thematic breadth and 
effectiveness. “The 
Mauritanian” features a 
top-shelf  performance by 
Rahim, but the remind-
er is a humanitarian 
procedural that does not 
inject itself  with enough 
humanity.

The 
Mauritanian
GRADE: B –
DIRECTOR: Kevin 
Macdonald
STARRING: Tahar 
Rahim, Jodie 
Foster, Benedict 
Cumberbatch and 
Shailene Woodley
MPAA RATING: R
RUNNING TIME: 2 
hr. 9 min.

NEIL MORRIS
Film Critic

NEWS BRIEFS

Chapel Hill 
nonprofit offers 
free FAFSA help 
to Hispanic high 

schoolers
Hispanic high school 

seniors in Chatham who 
haven’t yet completed 
the FAFSA form can 
seek help from Lat-
inxEd, a Chapel Hill 
nonprofit dedicated to 
advancing educational 
equity for first-gener-
ation Hispanic college 
students.

Through March 7, 
college advisers with 
LatinxEd’s College y 
Consejos program will 
offer Hispanic seniors 
and their families free 
30-minute sessions in 
which they’ll help them 
complete the FAFSA 
form (Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid). 
All sessions are online. 
Interested students and 
families can schedule 
appointments in bit.ly/
cycFAFSA. 

This FAFSA initiative — 
created in partnership with 
MyFutureNC’s First in 
FAFSA initiative —  seeks 
to “ensure that Latinx 
students & families have 
the resources they need to 
complete their FAFSA,” 
per LatinxEd’s January 
newsletter. The First in 
FAFSA initiative aims to 
increase the number of  
high school seniors overall 
who complete the FAFSA.

In North Carolina, just 
over 40% of  seniors have 
completed the form so 
far. By completing the 
FAFSA, eligible students 
can access Pell Grants, 

federal work-study 
and state financial aid, 
according to the Jan-
uary newsletter about 
the FAFSA initiative. 
Parents’ immigration 
status doesn’t hurt their 
students’ eligibility for 
financial aid. 

LatinxEd’s daytime 
weekday appointments 
only offer assistance in 
English, while bilingual 
coaches will be avail-
able on weeknights and 
Sundays to assist families 
and students in Spanish. 
Once students and fami-
lies make their appoint-
ments, they’ll receive 
a confirmation email 
with a list of  documents 
they’ll need to bring to 
complete the FAFSA. The 
list will be in English and 
Spanish.

Appointments are open 
to high school counselors 
as well, and students and 
families don’t need to be 
associated with the orga-
nization to receive help. 
For more information, 
visit latinxed.org.

Gee named 
regional sales 
manager for 
Chore-Time

Brad Gee, a native 
of  Siler City, has been 
named Regional Sales 
Manager for Chore-Time, 
according to Kevin Alger, 
Sales Manager, U.S. and 
Canada, for the CTB Inc. 
business unit.

Gee will cover Chore-
Time’s northeast U.S. 
territory in this position.

Prior to his employ-
ment with CTB, Gee 

gained 17 years of  expe-
rience working for one 

of  the 
world’s 
largest 
poultry 
produc-
ers. He 
most 
recently 
held the 
position 

of  broiler manager, in 
which his duties included 
managing overall grow-
out across 10 counties, 
fostering relationships 
with contract growers 
and overseeing employ-
ees at the contract farms, 
among other responsibil-
ities. 

Gee attended N.C. 
State in Raleigh where he 
earned a degree in poul-
try science and swine 
technology.

Chore-Time (www.cho-
retime.com) continues 
its tradition established 
in 1952 of  leadership in 
the design, manufac-
ture and marketing of  
equipment for poultry 
and egg production. With 
complete end-to-end 
systems for feeding, feed 
handling, drinking, egg 
handling, climate control 
and house management, 
Chore-Time is a mar-
ket leader known for 
product performance, 
tailored solutions and a 
proven independent dis-
tribution network. Part 
of  the CTB, Inc. family of  
companies, Chore-Time 
operates globally from 
facilities in Indiana, Al-
abama, the Netherlands 
and Poland.

— Cn+R staff reports

Gee

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum


